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Local woman's jet 
ski dash to rescue 
people trapped in 
peninsula bush fire 


A LOCAL woman 
has been involved in 
a dramatic opera¬ 
tion - to help people 
in Tasmania threat¬ 
ened by bush fires. 

Leanne Martlew (27) a 
surf-lifesaver from 
Fonmon, who is on an 
exchange visit to 
Australia, jet-skied 70 
kilometres with a col¬ 
league to take supplies to 


REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 


people trapped on a 
peninsula by local fires. 

Earlier this month the 
Tasmanian authorities 
were fighting dozens of 
fires that had broken out 
in the unusually hot 
weather. 

Her father Nigel, who 
owns Hawthorn Travel in 
Barry, told The GEM: 
“Leanne has been in 
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Tasmania since 

November on an 
exchange visit between 
Surf Life Saving Great 
Britain and Surf Life 
Saving Australia. 

“Her job is to look 
after the lifeguards on the 
beaches of Tasmania and 
make sure the beaches 
are manned. It is quite a 
responsible role. 

“Earlier this month 
she had to help people 
threatened by fires on a 
peninsula. She and a col¬ 
league diced with death 
by going on their jet skis 
70km up the coast 
through heavy surf. 

“They took supplies 
such as water and food 
items to help the people 
until boats arrived to 
evacuate them. 

“When she rang us 
(Nigel and Leanne’s 
mum Denise) she said: 
‘You won’t believe what 


we have done. She told 
us what had happened 
and added: ‘This is real 
life-saving!’. She was on 
a high.” 

Leanne, a former pupil 
at Cowbridge 

Comprehensive and 
Llantwit Comprehensive, 
has been involved with 
surf life saving clubs in 
the Vale since she was in 
primary school. She 
started off at the age of 
nine with Rhoose Surf 
Life Saving Club and 
also attended Jackson’s 
Bay Surf Life Saving 
Club. 

Denise said she was 
“very proud” of her 
daughter’s actions, but 
added that she had been 
proud of her since she 
was born! 

Leanne has competed 
in surf life saving events 
all over the world. In 
2002, Nigel took her to 
Daytona, America. 

{Continued on page 5) 


BARRY BATTLES THE 
SNOW, BUT THE 
CHILDREN HAVE FUN! 


Cemetery Approach was 
transformed into a 
winter wonderland! 



BARRY woke to a wintry, 
white blanket of snow on 
Friday, January 18, after 
five inches of snow fell in 
the space of a few hours in 
the early hours of the morn¬ 
ing, writes Tim Chapman. 

Gritting trucks and snow 
ploughs worked hard to keep 
main roads open as snow 


continued to fall until 2pm. 

All the junior schools were 
closed in the town, and sen¬ 
ior schools in Barry and 
Penarth were only open to 
those who happened to have 
scheduled exams. 

The Vale Council works 
manager, Colin Smith, said: 
“Regrettably, although we 


work hard to keep our main 
roads open, it is the side 
roads and pavements that 
prevent staff walking and 
carrying heavy loads safely 
and make it impossible for us 
to do our job. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 5) 
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Nell’s Point sunset 


GEM readers have been sending in their 
images, illustrating the beauty of the Vale. 

This week’s offering is by Idris Michael of 
Barry, and was taken from Nell’s Point in the 
direction of Friar’s Point, showing the dramat¬ 
ic, orange sunset. 

Heritage centre 
can revive Barry 


T hrough 

the snow, I 
watched the 
dismantling of the 
last remaining ride 
at Barry Island 
Pleasure Park with 
a sense of sadness 
and loss. 

Established over a 
century ago, the Barry 
Island Pleasure Park pro¬ 
vided a major attraction 
to the Island. I still 
remember my first visit 
to it as a tourist back in 
the 1970s. 

Its sad demise over 
the last few years could 
be seen as a parallel to 
the state of the Island 
itself. 

As caretaker chair of 
the Vale Heritage Centre 
Coalition (VHCC), I 
can’t help wondering if 
any part of this once 
iconic Barry Island land¬ 
mark has been safely put 
aside for any future 
Glamorgan county 
Heritage Centre? I won¬ 
der the same about 
Barry’s former 100-year- 
old cinema. 

As the Barry 
Regeneration Board con¬ 
templates the future 
direction of the town’s 
regeneration, might I 
suggest that the proposal 
for a Glamorgan county 
Heritage Centre, which 
the VHCC submitted in 
2011, be revisited? 

The proposal suggest¬ 
ed a hub and spoke con¬ 
cept, in which the centre 


Wartime Heritage 
Centre, and the heritage 
transport at the Cardiff 
Transport Preservation 
Society. 

With the decline in 
weather throughout the 
summer, a Barry Island- 
based Glamorgan county 
Heritage Centre would 
help to achieve some of 
the regeneration board’s 
goals, by increasing the 
number of attractions 
and reasons to visit, 
attract more people to 
the Island by extending 
the offer, and extend the 
time of visits by provid¬ 
ing an all year-all-weath¬ 
er attraction. 

The Vale Council 
commissioned consult¬ 
ants to carry out a feasi¬ 
bility study into the pos¬ 
sible locations for a 
facility, the results of 
which were made public 
in July 2011; so much of 
the groundwork has 
already been carried out. 

VHCC is awaiting a 
Freedom of Information 
request to clarify the 
costs of this consultancy, 
and the progress that has 
been made since. 

Barry Island and the 
Vale could certainly ben¬ 
efit from a slice of the 
estimated £7.3 billion 
that is spent on heritage 
tourism in the UK, 
according to Welsh 
Government figures. 

A Barry Island-based 
Glamorgan county 
Heritage Centre would 
also help the town to 


would be the hub, direct- benefit, rather than lose 


ing heritage tourists to 
other heritage attractions 
across the county, such 
as Barry’s Glamorgan 


from its close proximity 
to Cardiff. 

Ade Pitman, 

Barry. 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446)710096 
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Grateful for backing 
from Tourism Project 


1 AM writing in response to an article 
you printed on January 10 regarding 
a campsite owner’s attack on the Vale 
Council Tourism Project. 

I am a Vale business owner myself, and have 
been lucky enough in the past, along with Mark 
Edwards of Happy Jakes, to be the recipient of a 
grant under the Vale Council Tourism Project. I 
know from my experience that this grant funding 
has allowed me to trial an experience that under the 
current economic climate I would not otherwise 
have been able to do. 

We did a trial on low impact paintball, which is a 
completely revolutionary type of paintball, using a 
lighter smaller paint pellet, a lighter gun with a 
smaller air bottle, as less velocity is needed to pro¬ 
pel the smaller pellet; this has allowed us to roll out 
paintball to a completely new age range of eight to 
11-year-olds. 

It is also fantastic fun for ladies, who otherwise 
would not play paintball, and has allowed us to 
capitalise on the ‘Hen Party’ element which we 
have never been able to do before. 

With the downturn in most tourism businesses 

'Shining vision of a 
Project for Mammon’ 

W! 


HILE it is 
hard not to 
sympathise 
with Mr Mark 
Edwards in his efforts 
to remain in business, 
despite the heavy 
competition from the 
Creative Rural 
Communities (CRC) 
the fact is that he is 
faced with an entirely 
novel and possibly 
unique form of enter¬ 
prise. 

Away goes the tire¬ 
some, time-and-money- 
consuming need to con¬ 
sult local views. 

With this model, proj¬ 
ects become a fait 
accompli and public dis¬ 
cussion is only invited 
once the plan has been 
implemented. 

As it is all funded by 
EU and Welsh 
Government money, 
there is no need to worry 
about such petty items as 
‘fair competition’ and 
straightforward account¬ 
ing. 

With the scale of suc¬ 
cess reported by the 
CRC, perhaps the Welsh 
Assembly and the Vale 
Council should invite the 
CRC to take over the 
running of Cardiff 
Airport? 

Using the method 
which proved so effec¬ 
tive in the execution of 
the ‘Perfect Pitch’ opera¬ 
tion, CRC might prefer 
to set up a rival airport, 
revitalising, say, the 
facilities at Llandow - to 
create a ‘hub’ through 
which visitors from all 
corners of the globe 
could be tempted into 
the Vale: to admire the 
beauties of the Heritage 
Coast - and to part with 
!the contents of their wal¬ 


lets before leaving? One 
can imagine their enjoy¬ 
ing a welcome ranging 
from Welsh cakes and 
half a bottle of Welsh 
‘bubbly’ at one of the 
many Mjou B & Bs, to a 
red carpet arrival at the 
84-floor St Brides 
‘Village Inn’ or the luxu¬ 
ry suite at the 102-storey 
‘St Illtyd’s Hotel’ out¬ 
side Llantwit Major. 

For entertainment, the 
name of Donald Trump 
springs inevitably to 
mind. Surely the CRC 
would not hesitate to 
invite him to become a 
partner in this mighty 
Vale enterprise? 

One can imagine all 
those tiresome 
hedgerows and copses 
disappearing under the 
blade of the bulldozer as 
the new ‘super Vale 
Coast Golf Links’ takes 
shape. 

To guarantee the pro¬ 
ject’s ‘green credentials’, 
visitor ‘waste’ from 
hotels and boarding 
houses could be recycled 
as methane gas to be 
used in a re-modelled 
Aberthaw power station. 

The lights would 
shine out across the 
water from this magnifi¬ 
cent Project for 
Mammon - er - this 
great Employment and 
Income Opportunity - to 
the nightly wonderment 
of the inhabitants of 
Exmoor. 

And, in the unlikely 
event that some Vale res¬ 
idents grew weary of so 
much exciting activity, 
they could make use of 
the ‘old’ Cardiff Airport 
to escape to Europe or 
America - or any¬ 
where... 

Michael Day- 
Thompson, Monknash : 


under the current economic climate, I would not 
have had the available funds to allow me to test this 
new market without the expertise, help and part 
funding from Creative Rural Communities. 

I believe that a lot of local businesses have been 
in the same situation, without sufficient funding to 
trial a new concept, so that in the long term they 
can invest and increase employment for the area. It 
is so entrepreneurial of the council to be leaders in 
this field. 

In defence of Creative Rural Communities and 
the article you have published, having now rolled 
out the low impact paintball I can confirm that in 
the last 12 months, this part of my paintball busi¬ 
ness alone has generated for local people over 300 
part time shifts, has guaranteed one full time mem¬ 
ber of staff’s employment and, without doubt, has 
impacted on the surrounding Cowbridge businesses. 

Many of the parents travel some distance to visit 
us, and we always recommend local restaurants, 
pubs and shops for them to visit during the four 
hours the youngsters are playing paintball. 

If it were not for the CRC Vale Council Tourism 
Project, I would not have been in a position to trial 
this new concept, and would not now be able to 
offer all this additional work to local people. 

Along with a number of other recipients of 
grants, i ws invited to the launch of the ‘Perfect 
Pitch’ — and must say I was very impressed with 
the set-up of the camp sites we saw, and the excel¬ 
lent facilities offered. Certainly not all sites had the 
plastic toilets, as per your article. As a camper 
myself, I must say I would have happily stayed in 
any of the sites trialed by Creative Rural 
Communities. 

I think it is very short-sighted of one camp site 
owner, to suggest that a trial such as this was a total 
waste of council money; my understanding is that 
these sites were using 2012 as a sounding board to 
gain experience (just as I did) before going ahead 
with a full launch in 2013 (based on appropriate 
planning). 

I also understand, from the presentation given to 
us at the launch, that many of the surrounding camp 
sites were fully booked during the Eisteddfod and 
very busy during the summer period; and this 
would have meant campers having to go outside the 
Vale of Glamorgan to obtain pitches for their tents. 
Annette Chinn (Managing Director) 
Taskforce Paintball Games 
Cowbridge 

Council tax benefit 
u-turn is welcome 


T he Welsh 

Government u- 
turn on council 
tax benefit cuts, 
under Plaid Cymru 
pressure, is very wel¬ 
come. 

This would have 
affected 330,000 fami¬ 
lies in Wales who 
receive council tax bene¬ 
fits - Wales’ most com¬ 
mon form of social secu¬ 
rity. 

However, it comes 
nine months after the 
Scottish Government 
reached the same con¬ 
clusion that this was 
unfair on the most vul¬ 
nerable in society. 

What took Labour so 
long? This delay has 
meant a waste of taxpay¬ 
ers’ money across Wales 
on preparations for a 
change which won’t 
happen. The Welsh 
Government should now 
reimburse local councils 


for the money spent on 
this. 

As a councillor in the 
Vale of Glamorgan, I 
have twice asked ques¬ 
tions in full council, to 
make others aware of the 
effect that this would 
have on the 11,000 fami¬ 
lies in the county who 
would have lost out, 
many of whom would 
have been hit by a dou¬ 
ble whammy with the 
real terms cuts to other 
benefits this April. 

It is now up to the 
Welsh Government to 
establish the fairest way 
of dealing with unfair 
cuts being imposed upon 
us in Wales by a heart¬ 
less Westminster 
Government. 

I hope that they don’t 
fail the people on coun¬ 
cil tax benefit once 
again. 

Coun Ian Johnson, 
Barry 

(Plaid Cymru) 


Wartime Spitfire: 
* different crash' 


F urther to 

my recent 
enquiry, I 

would like to thank 
both of your corre¬ 
spondents who 
wrote in regarding 
a Spitfire crash. 

Unfortunately, this 
was not the crash to 
which I refer. Following 
my letter in The GEM, I 
was contacted by a 
friend of very long 
standing, Mrs Marjorie 
Evans of Colwinston. 

As I have mentioned, 
before, she had actually 
lived in the detached 
house adjacent to the 
field, and although not 
in occupation at that 
time, knew of the inci¬ 
dent. 

Within minutes, I was 
speaking to a Mr 
Thomas, an elderly, but 
very fit gentleman - 
who, almost unbeliev¬ 
ably, as a young man 
was driving a tractor in 
an adjacent field! 

He told me that he 
then drove to the crash 


site, fearing the worst 
and was astonished to 
find the shaken, but 
unharmed pilot, sitting 
on a wing, smoking a 
pipe! 

When asked if he was 
hurt in any way, the pilot 
replied: “Vo, I’m OK, 
Taff” (an Englishman!) 

Mr Thomas then 
recounted the many 
problems the RAF 
recovery team had in 
getting their aircraft 
transporter into and out 
of the field. 

I very much appreci¬ 
ate Marjorie and Mr 
Thomas contacting me 
so promptly, and if I 
could only discover the 
name of the pilot and his 
subsequent story, I 
would be, as they say, 
‘over the moon’. 

Many thanks also to 
The GEM for publishing 
my enquiry. May you 
continue long in publish¬ 
ing your excellent news¬ 
paper. 

Alun G Reed, 

Bridgend. 


‘SETTING THE 
RECORD STRAIGHT’ 


I ’M glad Dinas 
Powys Rotary 
Club enjoyed 
the talk on my 32 
years in the RAF, 
but just in case my 
old colleagues think 
I’m claiming credit 
for jobs I didn’t do, 
I think I need to 
correct a couple of 
inaccuracies in 
their report in last 
week’s paper. 

Far from commanding 
RAF Halton, I was an 
apprentice technician 
there, about as far in 
rank below the Station 
Commander as it is pos¬ 
sible to be. 

And I didn’t retire 
from RAF St Athan. I 
spent two years there in 


the early 90s, when I 
commanded the 
University of Wales Air 
Squadron, which taught 
students of the 
University of Wales to 
fly - it still does. 

I retired from RAF 
Cranwell in 2005, as a 
group captain pilot com¬ 
manding No 1 
Elementary Flying 
Training School, respon¬ 
sible for, among other 
things, the first stage of 
flying training for the 
Army, Navy and RAF. 

My wife and I so 
loved our time at St 
Athan that we chose to 
retire to the Vale, where 
we have lived contented¬ 
ly for the last seven and 
a half years. 

Ron Powell, 

Barry Island. 


SHARE YOUR VIEWS! 

Let us know what you 
think about what is going 
on in the Vale - email 

gemeditorial@tmdlenews.co.uk 


E-Mail Contacts: 

gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk • gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk • Tel 01446 774484 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL JANUARY 24) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

17 Thur 

10.05 

9.3 

22.23 

oo 

bo 

18 Fri 

10.47 

8.7 

23.06 

8.3 

19 Sat 

11.31 

8.1 

23.52 

7.8 

20 Sun 



12.32 

7.6 

21 Mon 

01.07 

7.5 

13.51 

7.4 

22 Tues 

02.25 

7.4 

15.09 

7.5 

23 Wed 

03.41 

7.7 

16.12 

7.8 

24 Thur 

04.37 

8.2 

17.01 

8.4 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut ojf, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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Son pays tribute to local 
football legend Pete who 
founded Wolves legacy 


Peter Saunders, who 
was a huge figure on 
the Barry football 
scene, has sadly 
passed away. Here his 
son Lee pays a loving 
tribute to him: 

My father Peter ‘Pete’ 
Saunders, the founder of 
the Wolves legacy in the 
Barry football leagues, 
sadly passed away sud¬ 
denly, aged 68, on 
Tuesday, January 15. 

He founded Silver 
Star Wolves in 1979 to 
give players the chance 
to play, no matter how 
good or poor they were. 

Over the years, the 
names of the sides may 
have changed, but all 
the teams still bore the 
Wolves name. 

We have had Silver 
Star Wolves, Barry 
Wolves, Barry West End 
Wolves, Sully Sports 
Wolves - and still going 
very strong in the mini 
section is Dinas Powys 
Wolves, with nearly 40 
boys and girls. 

Peter would take the 
kids on memorable end- 
of-season trips to great 
football grounds, such as 
Anfield Road, White 
Hart Lane and Villa 
Park. He even took 
youngsters to Holland! 

End-of-season presen¬ 
tations would always 
involve Cardiff City 
players and make the 



young lads feel so spe¬ 
cial. 

Cardiff City was his 
passion and Pete always 
supported them, having 
a season ticket from the 
1960’s. He followed his 
beloved Cardiff every¬ 
where - even to Madrid 
to watch them in the 
European Cup. 

Wolves enjoyed loads 
of success in the past 30 
years and he has 
touched so many peo¬ 
ple ’s lives. 

He will be sadly 
missed by so many peo¬ 
ple who have played for 
the Wolves over the 
years. 

I took over the mantle 
in 1990 and carried on 
in the same vein - if you 


Tanks rumble 
through local 
rail station! 


BARRY ISLAND 
Railway Station 
heard engines of a 
different sort on 
January 13, when 
the Glamorgan 
Wartime Heritage 
Centre, in partner¬ 
ship with the South 
West Armoured 
Group, held a 
radio-controlled 
tank event. 

Barry at War group 
chairman, Ade Pitman 
said: “The local radio- 
controlled tank group 
wanted to hold an event 
to educate the public 
about these model tanks 
and the real ones they 
represent, and the 
Heritage Centre seemed 
an ideal venue. 

“With the centenary 
of the First World War 
approaching in 2014, the 
Barry at War group are 
keen to work with part¬ 
ners to ensure that Barry 
and the Vale have an 
appropriate display, 
where school children 
and visitors can see an 
example of life in a 
World War One trench. 

“Our volunteers have 
been busy creating a pro¬ 
totype based on the one 
at the Imperial War 
Museum. Visitors can 
already use a ‘trench- 


periscope’ to see a World 
War One battle taking 
place.” 

Barry Town Mayor, 
Les Sword made his first 
visit to the Glamorgan 
Wartime Heritage 
Centre, to see the proto¬ 
type. 

He commented: “I 
was amazed to see the 
progress that Barry at 
War group had made on 
the heritage centre in the 
short time that they have 
been open. 

“It was a real pleasure 
to meet one of the 
group’s volunteers, who 
has donated the uniform 
that he wore in 
Afghanistan while serv¬ 
ing with the Royal 
Welch Fusiliers.” 

The Heritage Centre 
will be open on the sec¬ 
ond Sunday of each 
month, and each day 
Barry Tourist Railway 
runs its trains. 

The next large event 
will be the ‘Meet the 
People of the Past’ liv¬ 
ing-history event on 
Sunday, March 10. 

The Glamorgan 
Wartime Heritage Centre 
will next be open on 
Sunday, February 10. 

Contact 
www.wartime glamor- 
gan.co.uk or telephone 
Ade Pitman on 07930 
874161 for further infor¬ 
mation. 


want to play, turn up! 

Every year, the 
Wolves teams in all age 
groups would travel to 
Oxford, to play in a huge 
five-a-side tournament 
during the 80s and 90s. 
Those memories will live 
long in the hearts of 
many people. 

In the two photos you 
will see Pete presented 
with the new kit for the 
1979 season, and a first 
team photo. 

Its a very sad time 
for the family, and our 
wishes are that we cele¬ 
brate his passing by giv¬ 
ing Pete the send-off he 
deserves. 

The funeral will take 
place otomorrow 
(Eriday, January 25) at 
All Saints Church, 
3.45pm, followed by 
cremation at Port Road. 
Then Wenvoe Golf Club 
will host the wake. 

Could everyone 
please make the effort to 
wear football or rugby 
shirts, and would the 
ladies dress in bright 
colours. 


BELOW: Pete (right) with Jack Peck 
of Valspar Paints, who sponsored 
the first Silver Star Wolves. 



All Saints 
family 
service 

ALL Saints Church in 
Victoria Square, 
Penarth, is holding a 
family service on 
Sunday, January 27 at 
10am, on the theme of 
‘One Body - Many 
Parts’. 

The worship will be 
suitable for all ages and 
refreshments are served 
after the service. All are 
welcome. 

PANCAKES 

To mark the beginning 
of Lent, All Saints 
Church is inviting 
everyone to a Pancake 
Lunch on Shrove 
Tuesday, February 12. 

This is taking place on 
the Gallery inside the 
church, beginning at 
12noon. 

Come along and enjoy 
a choice of savoury and 
sweet pancakes plus 
tea/coffee for £6 (chil¬ 
dren £3). 

There will also be 
stalls and a raffle. All 
welcome - proceeds for 
the church re-ordering 
project. 


Beach 

clean 

FRIENDS of Barry 
Beaches will hold 
their next monthly lit¬ 
ter pick at 
Watchtower beach 
(the Knap) on 
Sunday, January 27 
at 3pm. 

Gloves and litter¬ 
picking equipment 
provided. 

All children under 
14 must be accompa¬ 
nied by an adult. 


Get a 
taste 
for 

cricket! 

IF you have a taste 
for cricket, join 
Barry Wanderers at 
Colcot Sports 
Centre, Colcot 
Road, for training 
on Sundays between 
3-4pm, starting on 
January 27 (first 
session is free). 

The club welcomes 
boys and girls between 
the ages of seven and 
13. 

Por more details and 
information about the 
youth section, contact 
Mark Ellis, youth coach, 
on 07826 020707, or 
email barrywander- 
erscc@hotmail. co. uk. 


Barry couple are 
contacted by 
‘Good Samaritan’ 


RIGHT: 
Mr and Mrs 
Johnson now know 
who helped 
him while he was 
trapped in his car, 
waiting for the 
emergency services 
to arrive. 



by TIM 
CHAPMAN 


A man from Barry 
who was cut out of 
his car which had 
flipped onto its side 
on Colcot Road, has 
been able to thank 
the Good 

Samaritan who 
talked him through 
the moments while 
he waited for the 
emergency services 
to arrive. 

Two weeks ago. The 
GEM told the story of 
Mr Michael Johnson 
who had set off from 
home in his Renault Clio 
for an appointment at the 
University Hospital of 
Wales. 

It had ended with the 
car on its side and Mr 
Johnson suspended in 
mid-air held in place by 
his seat belt! 






Mr Johnson (73) and 
his wife Jeanette con¬ 
tacted The GEM to 
thank the mystery man 
who provided comfort to 
him by talking to him 
until the emergency 
services arrived and cut 
him out of the car. 

Mr .Johnson had told 
The GEM: “He asked 
me what my name was 
and I said ‘Mike’. He 
said: ‘Okay, Mike, we 
can’t get you out 
straightaway, but I will 
stay with you until the 
emergency services 
arrive’. 

“He kept talking to 
me and was very reas¬ 
suring - a true Good 
Samaritan.” 

Mr Johnson is cur¬ 
rently recuperating at his 


house at The Knap, 
under Mrs Johnson’s 
supervision. 

Last week, the mys¬ 
tery helper’s wife con¬ 
tacted The GEM and 
said her husband would 
be delighted to let the 
Johnsons know who he 
was. He had been work¬ 
ing nearby when the 
incident took place and 
was pleased to have 
been of help. 

The GEM was 
delighted to pass the 
telephone number of the 
Good Samaritan on to 
Mr Johnson who was 
able to thank the couple 
personally. 

The great news is that 
Mr Johnson is continu¬ 
ing to make a full recov¬ 
ery. 


If you love curry, you’ll love tiffin-rasoi.com 


REAL INDIAN FOOD 



Tiffin 

RASOI 

HOME DINING 


37 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 


MONTHLY PRIZE DRAW 
Order online for a chance to 
win a MEAL for 2! 


20% OFF 

YOUR TAKEAWAY 

Spend £20 or more online at 
www.tiffin-rasoi.com 
and enjoy 20% off. 

Simply enter your coupon code at checkout 

COUPON CODE: GEM20 
(expires 3.2.13) 

Not valid in conjunction with 
any other offers or meal deals 


FREE HOME DELIVERY 

Barry area - Minimum order £10 


ORDER YOUR CURRY ONLINE! 


Ordering is soooooo easy! 

1. Visitwww.tiffin-rasoi.com 

2. Create order 

3. Coiiect or get your order deiivered 


INSTALL OUR SMARTPHONE APP 

Just enter online at 
www.tiffin-rasoi.com 

from your mobile device to order. 
It’s that simple! 

[ BRITISH I 

FINALIST (Runners Up) 

BEST DELIVERY 
TAKEAWAY IN UK 2012 


pieJe mention voucher Code GC 18 when orde g 

COLLECTION OR DELIVERY 


£15.95 MEAL DEAL 
SUNDAYTOTHURSDAY 
2 starters*, 2 curries*, 

2 pulao rice & 1 plain nan 

Not valid in conjunction with any other offer 
or discounts. *Starter up to the value of 
£2.95, Curry up to the value of £6.25 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Sunday - Thursday 5.00pm - 11.00pm 
Friday & Saturday 5.00pm - 11.30pm 


Enjoy beautifully cooked Indian food in the comfort of your own home. 


READY ^ 743030 / 721100 i- u 

TO ' Follow US on 

ORDER? www.tiffin-rasoi.com 
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Lyndsay Ellis @ 
The Vale Funeral 
Service A 


Golden 
Chart^i 

hjn ^■*1 


The most 

thoughtful 

decision you 
could make 


a AT YOUR 
TIME OF 
LOSS 


you can depend on us 
for a high degree 
of dignity 


& care 


Husband and wife 
Lyndsay and 
Nicola Ellis ^ 


* ^ 01446 407962 

181 Court Road 
r Barry 

Vale of Glamorgan 
CF63 lEX 

lyndsay ellis @ thevalefuneralservice.co.uk 


stigious fleet 
of Jaguar 
Cortege 
Vehicles 


Penarth park 
partly closed 
for new cycle 
path work 


Thursday, January 24th, 2013 

Fairtrade 
appeal 
to town’s 
residents 


WORK has begun 
on a ramp to com¬ 
plete the cycleway 
and footpath in 
Dingle Park, 
Penarth, and the 
upper end of the 
Park could be 
closed until March. 

The Vale Council 
started work on the 
scheme at the end of 
the 2010-11 year, with 
funding from the 
Welsh Government via 
Sewta, specifically for 
the scheme. 

“Further grant aid 
was given in 2011-12 to 
extend the cycleway 
through the park, but 
funding was insuffi¬ 
cient to deal with the 
steep section at the end 
of the park. It is hoped 
that the proposed 
ramped section will aid 
both access through 
the park for cyclists, as 
well as use of the park 
itself by local resi¬ 
dents,” a council 
spokesperson said. 

“The project is part 
of a wider scheme of 
cycleways in Penarth 
linked to the Pont y 
Werin over the River 
Ely, which opened in 
July 2010. 

“Additional funding 
was secured from the 


Welsh Government so 
that a number of links 
between the bridge 
and Penarth, Cogan 
and Llandough could 
be built and this proj¬ 
ect is just one element 
of that work. 

“In the longer term, 
a new bridge at Dingle 
Road station is pro¬ 
posed, using funds 
raised from the 
Penarth Heights hous¬ 
ing project. 

“This project will 
also entail further 
work to improve the 
access route through 
the park to the pro¬ 
posed new bridge to 
ensure it is safe and 
convenient for cyclists 
and pedestrians alike. 

“If given the go- 
ahead, this project is 
expected to take anoth¬ 
er two to three years.” 

RHOOSE 

BINGO 

THE management 
committee at Rhoose 
Community Hall, 
Stewart Road, 

Rhoose, are holding 
another fundraising 
bingo afternoon on 
Saturday, January 
26, at 2.30pm. 


RECENTLY, Barry 
Town Council 
passed a resolution 
supporting an 
application for 
Fairtrade status for 
the town of Barry. 

Court Rob Curtis who 
represents 

Gibbortsdowrt, has been 
asked by the council to 
co-ordinate the applica¬ 
tion process. He is 
appealing for the sup¬ 
port of local residents 
and businesses to volun¬ 
teer their time by join¬ 
ing the Barry Town 
Fairtrade steering group, 
which will hold its first 
meeting on Monday, 
Febmary 18, at the 
Barry Town Council 
offices on Gladstone 
Road at 4pm. 

Court Curtis, who has 
been a strong supporter 
of the Fairtrade 
Foundation since its cre¬ 
ation in 1992, said: 
“With the onset of the 
world economic col¬ 
lapse, the Fairtrade ideal 
is now needed more 
than ever before. 

“Every time we shop 
we all have the power to 
create positive change 
for people and the envi¬ 
ronment throughout the 



ABOVE: 
Coun Rob Curtis 
is aiming to 
make Barry a 
Fairtrade Town. 


world. 

“By eating, drinking 
or wearing products 
with the Fairtrade mark 
we are making a posi¬ 
tive change to the lives 
of millions of farm 
workers and their fami¬ 
lies in developing coun¬ 
tries. 

If any Barry-based 
businesses or residents 
would like to be part of 
the local Fairtrade 
steering group, please 
contact Coun Rob 
Curtis on 01446 736287 
or contact Barry Town 
Council on 01446 
738663. 


The Little Blue Deli 

NEW The Little Blue Deli introduces a HOME DELIVERY SERVICE 



SUNDAY BREAKFAST 

Order fronn 9ann to ll.SOann for delivery 
slots from 10am to 1pm 

Full English Breakfast - £4.00 

Sausage, 2 rashers of bacon, fried egg, beans, tomato, mushrooms, 
hash browns, black pudding. 

Upgrade to large - £5.50 

- include an extra egg, sausage and rasher of bacon. 

Welsh Breakfast - £4.50 

Welsh pork and leek sausage, lava bread fritter, 2 rashers of bacon, 
fried egg, beans, tomato, mushrooms, hash browns, black pudding 

Upgrade to large - £6.00 

- include an extra egg, sausage and rasher of bacon. 

American Breakfast - £4.00 

2 pancakes with maple syrup, 2 rashers of bacon, sausage, 
scrambled egg. 

Upgrade to large - £5.50 

- includes extra pancake, sausage and bacon rasher. 

Skinny Breakfast - £4.00 

2 rashers of grilled bacon, weightwatcher sausage, poached egg, 
beans, mushrooms. 


SUNDAY LUNCH 

Order from 10am to 2pm for delivery 
slots from noon to 5pm 

Turkey with cranberry 
sauce & stuffing - £6.00 

Beef with Yorkshire pudding - £6.00 

Lamb with mint sauce - £6.50 

Pork with apple sauce - £6.00 

All Sunday roasts are delivered with roast potatoes, 
mashed potatoes, sprouts, carrots and cabbage. 

Extra roast potatoes - £1.50 
Extra Yorkshire puddings - £1.00 
Honey roast parsnips - £1.50 
Extra vegetables - £1.50 

Childrens roast - £3.95 

We stock a full selection of juices and soft drinks. 
Ask when you order. 




Additional individual items from 50 pence. 

£1 delivery charge will apply to all orders 


Roasts are also available for delivery Monday to Saturday from 5pm to 8pm 

Call 01446 401101 for your freshly cooked delivery 

At this time we are only delivering within the Barry area but will extend delivery routes over the coming weeks. Check with the store. 



86 HIGH STREET, BARRY CF62 4DX 
3 THOMPSON STREET, BARRY CF63 4JL 




‘Like’ Little Blue Deli on Facebook 
Follow @LittleBlueDeli on Twitter 
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GRITTERS GO INTO 
ACTION TO COMBAT 
SNOWY CONDITIONS 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

He continued: “Rest 
assured that all the 
resources which are 
used for waste man¬ 
agement services will 
be diverted to focus on 
gritting and clearing 
routes and assisting 
with essential social 
services. Many thanks 
to our residents for 
their support.” 

Many people busied 
themselves by dispens¬ 
ing grit from their 
local bins to help to get 
cars moving. There are 
200 grit bins strategi¬ 
cally positioned 

throughout the Vale 
and they had been 
filled up by the council 


in preparation for pre¬ 
cisely the sort of condi¬ 
tions that arrived just 
before the weekend. 

Traffic was patchy 
in Barry, with some 
cars having to be aban¬ 
doned and others suf¬ 
fering minor collisions. 

Barry county coun¬ 
cillor Richard Bertin 
praised the local 
authority for its 
response. 

“I think the Vale 
Council did well. It is 
obvious that the snow 
was going to cause dis¬ 
ruption, but when you 
consider the cuts, the 
Vale Council staff did 
an amazing job. 

“I had very few 
complaints but lots of 


praise for the gritter 
staff. So well done to 
all who helped on the 
day!” 

On Barry Road, 
council workers helped 
to push cars up the hill 
after wheels began 
spinning on patches of 
ice. 

GEM reader Mrs 
Julie Harris commend¬ 
ed the bus companies 
for maintaining their 
services. 

She explained: 
“Because of the snow, I 
was unable to drive my 
car to work, so I decid¬ 
ed to catch a bus. 

“I would like to 
thank the bus driver 
who went out of his 
way to stop for me. I 
would also like to com¬ 
mend the drivers who 
were operating in diffi¬ 
cult conditions.” 

A day off school 
meant some families 
took sleds to the near¬ 
est park to give young¬ 
sters the chance to 
make the most of the 
snowy conditions. 

Gritting runs took 
place at 4pm on 
Friday, and the Vale 
Council pledged to 
keep gritting over the 
weekend to keep traffic 


on the go. Cardiff and 
Vale University Health 
Board cancelled all 
routine outpatient clin¬ 
ics at both the 
University Hospital of 
Wales and University 
Hospital Llandough. 

Urgent outpatient 
services including 
acute renal, acute pae¬ 
diatric and acute 
oncology clinics went 
ahead as planned, with 
support from the 
Wales Ambulance 
Service Trust. 

UHB deputy chief 
executive, Paul 

Holland, apologised to 
patients and assured 
them that appoint¬ 
ments will be resched¬ 
uled as soon as practi¬ 
cable. 

“We unfortunately 
had to make the deci¬ 
sion to suspend the 
majority of our outpa¬ 
tient clinics, so that we 
could prioritise the use 
of our staff to those 
patients who are cur¬ 
rently in hospital, and 
managing emergency 
cases. 

“We understand 
that the poor weather 
conditions, coupled 
with problems in the 
local public transport 


network, mean that it 
was safer for patients 
and staff that we took 
this step. 

“We will be actively 
contacting all affected 
patients during the 
next week to resched¬ 
ule their appointments, 
and ask them to bear 
with us while we cope 
with the knock-on 
effects of the weather 
conditions.” 

Very light snow over 
the weekend, com¬ 
bined with more work 
from the council, 
meant by Monday 
things were returning 
to normal. 

However, further 
snowfalls on Tuesday 
led to more disruption 
on the roads and to 
services. 

Forecasters predict 
an improvement in 
conditions towards the 
weekend. 

People are able to get 
regular winter service 
updates from the Vale 
Council at: www.vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov.uk. 
School updates are 
included. 


HANDMADE 
CRAFT FAYRE 

on 

Saturday, 26th January 

at 

St Mary’s Church 
Holton Road, Barry 

(just off King Square opp. The Windsor Hotel) 

10.30 am - 4.00 pm 

Free Entry - Refreshments Available 

Enquiries - Gail 07722 242317 


Leanne helps out 
as the fires rage 


RIGHT: 
Leanne travelled 70 
kilometres along the 
Tasmanian coast, 
through heavy surf, to 
take supplies to people 
threatened by local 
fires. 

(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

Nigel said: “She was 
competing in the 2002 
World Championships - 
the beach is 47 miles 
long! 

“It was Rhoose 
Lifeguards who encour¬ 
aged her when she was 
young. It’s great to see 
youngsters get on. ” 
Competing is in 
Leanne’s blood and just 
a few days ago, she rep¬ 
resented the Tasmanian 
team at the interstate 
championships in 
Sydney. 

However, unlike the 
snow-laden Vale, the 
temperatures were a lit¬ 
tle warmer. 

Nigel explained: “It 
was the hottest day ever 
in Sydney! ” 

Mayor’s 

coffee 

MERTHYR DYFAN 
Church will benefit 
from the Mayor of the 
Vale of Glamorgan’s 
charity coffee morning 
in the Corporate Suite, 
Civic Office, Holton 
Road, Barry on 
January 29 from 
10.30am-12 noon. 



WINDSOR 

HOTEL 

IdW© ©GDOds T30S1Q 

Live this Friday from 6pm 

ROB BARBOUR 

and from 8.30pm 

WATERLOO ROAD 

1 St Feb Jack the Biscuit 8.30pm 

8th Feb Glas 8.30pm 

15th Feb The Booaie Men 8.30pm 

22ncl Feb The Hinden Burghs 8.30pm 
1 St March The Navigators 
8th March The Gillettes 


15th March Rock House 

plus Singers Live from 6pm 



Escape the Rain 
Fly Vueling to Spain. 



Fly direct from Cardiff to 
Malaga, Alicante, Majorca & Barcelona 

Book your 2Cr(i 

www.vu«iing.com 

Cardiff airporf 
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Penarth Computer Club 

Resolutions filed 



Gareth Roberts and John Waud 

Barry Choir 
celebrate their 
anniversary 
in style! 


HOW are your New 
Year resolutions 
faring? Walking 
more? Been to the 
gym? Eating less? 

Now is the time to 
review the wording to 
see if there is an escape 
clause. No? Shame. 
Never mind. Learn from 
your mistakes and do a 
better job of drafting new 
ones next year. 

Formulating mine for 
2013 was perfectly 
straightforward - they 
are exactly the same as 
they were last year. 

I said I would sort out 
my filing system before I 
bought any new kit. I sort 
of kept that one as I 
haven’t bought any new 
kit - but then, I haven’t 
sorted out my filing sys¬ 
tem either. 

I already had the stor¬ 
age capacity and I have 
made some progress. I 
have used it to make 
copies of my files for 
safe-keeping. 

The kit has four hard 
drives and includes its 
own internal software 
that ensures that if any 
one (or two) of the drives 
should fail, I simply slot 
in a replacement and the 
kit restores the files from 
the duplicates it automat¬ 
ically keeps internally. 

This means that my 
files are safe from loss, 
even if they are not in 
apple-pie order. The kit is 
not cheap, but I do have 
peace of mind. The dis¬ 


ruption caused by losing 
important files is horrify¬ 
ing - but you already 
know that, of course. In 
the meantime, I am strug¬ 
gling to get the organis¬ 
ing job done. 

Normally, I am so 
organised that friends 
jealously comment on it 
and wish they could be 
the same. I explain that I 
have to work at being 
organised simply 

because I am so naturally 
disorganised that if I did¬ 
n’t I wouldn’t be able to 
find anything at all. 

To get the benefit of 
all this effort to be organ¬ 
ised, I need to establish 
my home network 
(another 2012 resolu¬ 
tion). Unfortunately, I am 
not a computer whizzkid 
(neither whizz nor kid if 
it comes to that) and I 
haven’t got around to 
nagging the right person 
to help me sort it out. 

It should be easy to get 
my XP laptop to network 
with my Windows 7 
desktop. Everybody, 
including Microsoft, says 
so, although several have 
tried and failed to set up 
my machines satisfacto¬ 
rily. 


None of the above 
stops me from using and 
enjoying my computers 
and I will be like a dog 
with two tails when my 
home network is fully up 
and running. 

I did not set myself a 
deadline to complete my 
2012 resolutions and 
they expired on 
December 31. Now they 
are so last year. I still 
have over 11 months 
before I am in danger of 
breaking this year’s reso¬ 
lutions and hope springs. 

In the meantime, I 
shall put my mind to see¬ 
ing if I can find a simpler 
way to solve all my little 
computing difficulties. 
Hmmm! Extra hard 
drives are so inexpensive 
these days. 

Our next meeting is on 
Tuesday, February 12 at 
All Saints Lesser Hall, 
Victoria Square, Penarth, 
7.30pm for 8pm, and is 
titled Improving digital 
photographs - simply. 
See penarthcomputer- 
club.co.uk for morre 
information. 

HOWARD DESMOND 


BARRY Male Voice 
Choir has resumed 
rehearsals, having 
celebrated its 110th 
anniversary in 
appropriate style. 

Among the highlights 
of the celebratory year 
was the long-established 
Christmas concert with 
RAE St Athan Voluntary 
Band at All Saints 
Church, Barry. 

Held in aid of the 
benefit of the Barry 
branch of the NSPCC, a 
tankard was presented to 
choir vice-chairman 
John Waud by chairman 
Gareth Roberts for 40 
years’ choir service. 


Gareth Roberts said: 
“John is to be congratu¬ 
lated on his exemplary 
service to the choir. 

As vice-chairman and 
committee member, he 
continues to play a valu¬ 
able part in the running 
of this busy organisa¬ 
tion.” 

New members are 
welcome to join the 
choir. There is no 
demanding voice test. 

Go along to choir prac¬ 
tice on Monday or 
Thursday night at 
7.30pm in Holy Trinity 
Church, Trinity Street, 
Barry; telephone 01446 
402398. 


Councillors’ surgery 

THE Labour Vale and town councillors for 
Buttrills and Court Wards, Barry, Bronwen 
Brooks, Pamela Drake, Jeff Evans and Stuart 
Egan, will hold an advice surgery on Saturday, 
January 26 from 10am-11.30am in the meeting 
room of Barry Library Kings Square. No 
appointment necessary. 


PENARTH AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS 

Magnificent views of 


‘backbone 

AFTER all the recent rainfall, 
it felt good to be greeted by 
sunshine and dry weather 
when Joy led a group of six 
walkers and Pepper the spaniel 
on a walk around part of south 
Gower. 

Eollowing a lane into the Mill 
Wood, they passed the remains of a 
16th century corn mill. Interestingly, 
the empty pond below the mill is a 
quartered circular stew pond. 

During the Middle Ages stew ponds 
were often attached to monasteries to 
supply winter food - this one was used 
to raise and hold fish for the Penrice 
Estate. 

Passing the gates that lead up to the 
13th century remains of Pemice Castle, 
during the 1770s Thomas Mansel 
Talbot owned the land and built him¬ 
self a villa before landscaping the sur¬ 
rounding area and many of the lakes, 
gardens and walks still remain today. 

At the church of St Andrew the 
group viewed the murder stone in 
memory of Mary Kavanagh of 
Penmaen who was murdered on 
October 3, 1829 aged 75 years. 

A gap was left for the name of the 
perpetrator to be inserted but as it was 
never filled presumably the culprit was 
never caught. 

In the churchyard stands a monu¬ 
ment to David Bennet, whose family 
farmed at nearby Pitt Earm until the 
late 18th century. 

After enjoying refreshments at 
Oxwich Bay where the view stretched 
along to Three Cliff Bay and beyond, 
the group passed St Illtyd’s Church, 
built on the site of a 6th century cell, 
and climbed uphill and around very 
muddy paths at Oxwich Point. 

Lunch was enjoyed further along the 
coastal path near The Sands where 
years ago the beach was used by smug- 


of Gower’ 

glers and casks of brandy and illicit 
supplies of tobacco were hauled up the 
cliff by horse and chain and sold local¬ 
ly- 

Reaching the eastern end of the 
beach at Horton, a series of sand dunes 
were fenced off with barbed wire dur¬ 
ing the Second World War as they had 
been mined by the British Army. 

Most were removed during peace 
time but some stray mines have been 
located over the years and people are 
always reminded to take care! 

American soldiers had a camp near 
Horton prior to the Normandy landings 
and Hoar Well provided villagers with 
fresh water into the second half of the 
20th century. 

Climbing out of Horton, a track and 
muddy lane led the group into fields 
from where there were magnificent 
views of Cefn Bryn which is known as 
‘the backbone of Gower’ and rises to 
617 feet, the second highest point on 
Gower. 

During the Bronze Age the hill was 
used for ritual ceremonies and burials. 

Entering woodland once more the 
group meandered along tracks to the 
Mill Wood pond and retraced their 
steps back to their start point. 

On January 26, meet at 9.30am at 
the Woodland Trust car park on the 
Michaelston-le-Pit lane for a 5.5-mile 
moderate walk taking in Leckwith and 
the River Ely; contact Geraint on 029 
2051 5278. 

On January 27, meet at 9.30am at 
Cogan Leisure Centre for a six-mile 
easy/moderate walk from the National 
Park Visitors Centre Libanus; contact 
Val H on 029 2051 3274. 

To follow the group please log onto 
www.penarthramblers.wordpress.com. 
Rucksack badges, programmes and 
membership advice can be obtained 
from Pam on 029 2025 5102. 

JOY STRANGWARD 



Passmores has been providing expert iegai advice 
to the peopie and businesses of Barry and the Vaie of 
Giamorgan since their estabiishment in the 1950’s. 

We are now expanding, having recently opened a new office on Cathedral Road, Cardiff enabling 
us to offer our services and expertise to the people of Cardiff. We are a progressive yet 
approachable firm of Solicitors that offer a broad range of services, delivered both professionally 
and efficiently. 

We are also pleased to have been recently awarded two Law Society marks of excellence for 
the services we provide. In particular, we have secured membership to the Conveyancing Quality 
Scheme which marks the firm out as meeting high standards of expertise in the residential 
conveyancing process. 


Our expert legal advisors can assist in the foiiowing:- 
Conveyancing • Personai injury • Wiiis and Probate • Powers of Attorney 
Court of Protection • Empioyment iaw • Chiid abduction 
Aii aspects of Matrimoniai Law in which our team are speciaiists. 

For our Barry office telephone us on 01446 721000 
or email us mail@passmores.com. 

For Cardiff our telephone number is 02920 660225 
More information can be found on 
www.passmores.com or our Facebook and Twitter pages. 

We are able to offer home, hospital and nursing home visits upon 
request and shall shortly be offering online services for Wills, 
Divorces and Children’s issues in order that our services are more 
accessible and convenient to the general public as we wish to 
accommodate those people who lead busy lives and may be 
unable to attend our 
offices in person. 

. . Conwyandng 

21 Tynewydd Road, Barry - 01446721000 \/ iTS- 



Carli Evans and Sally Matthews who will he only too pleased 
to deal with any legal query you may have. 


Le\cel 
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SNOWFALL BRINGS DISRUPTION TO 
BARRY - BUT FUN FOR THE CHILDREN! 


HEAVY snowfall across the town last Friday, January 18, led 
to closed schools and vehicles struggling to get safely around 
the town. 

Although shops were open the town centre remained quiet. 

For children, however, the day off school provided a rare opportu¬ 
nity to go to the local park and make snowmen, ride on sleds and 
throw a few snowballs! 



PHOTOGRAPHS 
by TIM CHAPMAN 




Difficulty 

Hearing? 

ft ft ## 'yr* w 

Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centi^ provides; 


• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 
•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids 
including Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes 
and models 

• Home visits available 


For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 


Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 
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Woman (96) robbed 


POLICE have 
launched an appeal, 
after a silver hair¬ 
brush and mirror 
belonging to a 96- 
year-old woman, is 
believed to have 
been stolen from a 
nursing home in the 
Penarth area just 
before Christmas. 

It was reported that 
the items were bought 
for the owner by her 
late husband, when 
they were married 
around 70 years ago. 

They are silver in 

colour and have the initials BDS engraved on the back and are of great 
sentimental value to the victim and her family. 

Anyone with information can contact police on 101, or Crimestoppers, 
free and anonymously, on 0800 555 111. 


r 

\ 

w*'" 





Starting the new year with 
a resolution - and some 
positive news for the Vale 

M 


VIEW FROM THE VALE 

by Coun 

NEIL 
MOORE 

Leader of the 
Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Council 







Llantwit Major School 
Ysgol Llanilltud Fawr 






A ZM cmfmf fimi 9f fk§ 

Our 6th Form offers: 

• Small teaching groups taught by specialist teaching staff 

• A wide variety of subjects 

• A high rate of exam success in relation to student potential 

• A very high level of successful university applications 

• Excellent Welsh Baccalaureate pass rate - small tutor groups and a personal 
tutor 

• A well equipped Sixth Form Area with Study Room and computers, plus a 
comfortable common room 

• A dynamic Prefect Team which organises a wide variety of events 

• Many opportunities to take part in extra-curricular activities including work 


experience 


6th Form 


OPEN EVENING 6-?PM 


Monday 7Z January 2013 







A range of presentations including ... 

• Information on all ‘A’ Level & Vocational courses 

• Details of the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification 

• An outline of the first class support provided 

• The vast extra-curricular opportunities available 

• Resources to enhance learning 


Please contact the school for a prospectus 
Llantwit Major School, Ham Lane East, Llantwit Major, Vale of Glamorgan CF61 1TQ 
Tel: 01446 793301 e-mail:llantwitmajorhs@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
WWW. I lantwitschool .org.uk 



AY I 
begin by 
wishing 
everyone a Happy 
New Year? 

January 1 brought 
with it some very wel¬ 
come bright weather, 
which meant many peo¬ 
ple wanted to visit 
Barry Island. 

This, coupled with 
the New Year’s Day 
Swim, brought some 
15,000 visitors to the 
Island, resulting in 
unfortunate traffic 
chaos, despite the best 
efforts of the Police, 
who were stretched for 
resources that day. 

Usually, the council 
is given prior notice by 
organisers of similar 
events and this triggers 
a ‘traffic management 
plan’ to be put in place. 
Unfortunately, this was 
not the case in this 
instance. 

I have since had dis¬ 
cussions with the Police 
and our events liaison 
panel to look to imple¬ 
menting a traffic man¬ 
agement plan for next 
year to try and prevent a 
recurrence. 

Inevitably, many peo¬ 
ple are now asking 
when the new road to 
the island will be built. 
Regrettably, a previous 
planning committee 
changed the date when 
the Waterfront develop¬ 
ers had to build a road. 

It is now planned in 
phases over the next 


Roadworks 

report 

Road closure: Opposite 
Mount Pleasant Farm, 
Llangan; Church Street, 
Cowbridge, adjacent to 
Brew House; Moulton, 
Llancarfan. 

Temporary traffic con¬ 
trol: A48 at Sycamore 
Cross junction between 
Bonvilston and St 
Nicholas. 


several years. 

Personally, I believe 
the road should have 
been built at an early 
stage and the change 
was a huge mistake and 
I will be looking to see 
how we can get this 
road built as soon as 
possible. 

On a positive note, I 
would urge everyone to 
look at the recent BBC 
TV programme ‘Welsh 
Towns’ on iPlayer. It 
showed Barry, and par¬ 
ticularly Barry Island, in 
a very good light, with a 
great future - a senti¬ 
ment I agree with. 

As a council, we are 
now looking very care¬ 
fully at our budget for 
next year and beyond. 
Regrettably, the amount 
of money that is avail¬ 
able to us is restricted 
and we are going to 
have to find consider¬ 
able savings. It is not 
going to be an easy job 
to continue providing 
the services residents 
require, but we will do 
everything possible to 
do so. 

We are currently 
looking to reintroduce a 
mobile library service, 
and we have contacted 
our town and communi¬ 
ty councils to ask if they 
will work in partnership 
with us in running a 
mobile service in their 
areas. 

We hope that they 
will join us, along with 
Barry Town Council 
who are already on 
board. This will enable 
the library service to 
visit venues, like older 
person clubs, sheltered 
housing or the rural 
areas without a library. 
We look forward to 
their responses being 
positive. 

Everyone will know 
that our roads have been 
affected by the recent 
weeks of continued rain. 
Problems with potholes 
are being exacerbated, 
but our highways team 
are making repairs as 
quickly as possible and 
we have put extra 


resources into this work 
as part of the ‘Big Fill’ 
campaign, which has 
been very successful. 

In addition, the Vale 
suffered flooding on the 
weekend before 
Christmas, with many 
homes and businesses 
affected. We must look 
at what can be done to 
prevent flooding to 
properties. 

As it is predicted to 
become a common 
occurrence we will be 
convening multi-agency 
meetings to look all the 
issues and explore solu¬ 
tions. 

The recent snow and 
ice have also been an 
issue and brought into 
play the council’s winter 
maintenance’ plans and 
I would like to thank 
our dedicated staff who 
double up at these 
times, not only to col¬ 
lect our refuse (where 
they can) but who also 
grit and clear the roads. 

They have also been 
filling the roadside salt 
containers, so they can 
be used when necessary. 
If you know of any 
areas that need a grit- 
bin, please let us know 
either by telephoning 
01446 700111 or e- 
mailing ClV@vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov.uk. 

I look forward to 
reporting more news 
from the Vale next 
month. 


CCTV 

aids 

arrests 

THREE people 
were arrested in 
Barry for alleged 
theft during the last 
week, with the help 
of the Vale 
Council’s CCTV 
operators. The 
police were contact¬ 
ed 16 times up to 
January 20. 



www.theodorereclaiination.co.uk 

Weekends 8.30 - 12.15; Weekdays 8.30 - 4.15 
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Council to consult 
over 20 mph 
zones in Penarth 
and Llandough 


THE Vale Council 
is to consult the 
public about plans 
to introduce a 
20mph speed limit 
in Penarth and 
Llandough. 

At last Monday’s 
cabinet meeting in 
Penarth, members set in 
motion plans to carry 
out a consultation exer¬ 
cise. 

Cabinet members 
were told that the idea 
of 20 mph speed limits 
and zones where appro¬ 
priate, particularly in 
residential areas, is 
encouraged and support¬ 
ed by the Welsh 
Government. 

They were told that if 
someone is hit by a car 
at 35 mph, the chance 
of survival is 50 per 
cent. However, at 20 
mph, the chance of sur¬ 
vival leaps to 97 per 


by PHILIP 
I IRWIN I 

cent. The report con¬ 
sidered by the cabinet 
added that a 20 mph 
speed limit can also 
encourage more people 
to walk and cycle, 
thereby creating more 
social streets. 

A trigger for this 
idea is the recent devel¬ 
opment of the Pont y 
Werin over the River 
Ely. The council also 
has an aim of develop¬ 
ing a network of walk¬ 
ing and cycling routes 
to the bridge from 
Penarth, and a 20mph 
limit could help this. 

The report states that 
there are high levels of 
cycle usage in the town 
and strong local interest 
in cycle initiatives, as 
evidenced by the mem¬ 
bership on Pont y Werin 


FLORAL SOCIETY 

THE annual general meeting of the Barry Floral 
Society will be held on January 29 and on 
February 12, the first meeting of the club’s 51st 
year, members will welcome Mrs Sue Blandford of 
Usk. 

She is a national demonstrator and speaker for 
NAFAS and the title of the meeting is ‘East of the 
Sun Meetings are held at the St Nicholas Hall, St 
Nicholas Road, Barry at 2.15pm. 

New members are always welcome. 


Steering Group. 

The report claims that 
in reality, traffic speeds 
throughout the town are 
generally low and it is 
considered that the 
introduction of a 20mph 
zone would not have a 
significant impact upon 
vehicle speeds in the 
town. 

It has also long been 
an aspiration to improve 
and encourage greater 
pedestrian and cyclist 
movement between the 
Marina, the Esplanade 
and the town centre and 
the provision of a 20 
mph zone could well 
encourage greater and 
safer movement 
between these areas. 

There would have to 
be a formal, statutory 
consultation with South 
Wales Police, who 
enforce speed restric¬ 
tions in the Vale. 

Discussions would 
also have to take place 
with bus operators, the 
emergency services and 
residents. 

The report says that a 
feasibility study should 
follow the public con¬ 
sultation. Doing the fea- 
sibilty study first, it 
says, could run the risk 
of prejudging the con¬ 
sultation. 


‘USE BUS SERVICE 86 OR 
LOSE IT!’ SAYS GEM READER 


T he bus service 86 to 
Culverhouse Cross 
runs on Thursday 
and Saturday mornings, 
starting from Barry and 
going through Dinas 
Powys and on to 
Culverhouse for a two- 
hour shopping stay, before 
returning in the reverse 
direction. 

At present, the service is in 
danger of finishing as there is not 
a sufficient number of passengers 
but the operator is willing to con¬ 


tinue if more people were to use 
the bus. 

It is possible that he could do a 
circular route through Sully 
before driving to Dinas Powys. If 
anyone from Sully would be 
interested - as well as more pas¬ 
sengers from Dinas Powys - the 
bus drives through Cardiff Road, 
Valley View, Plas Essyllt and 
Longmeadow before continuing 
along Cardiff Road before driving 
up to the village and through the 
lanes to Culverhouse. Please con¬ 
tact me on 029 2051 3274. 

The route already has designat¬ 
ed bus-stops but it is, in reality, a 


‘hail and ride’ service, so can be 
stopped at any point. It would be 
a great shame if this useful serv¬ 
ice were to finish as many people, 
especially the elderly and those 
who don’t drive, have found it an 
invaluable way to get to the 
shops, and also to meet others or 
to enjoy a coffee and a chat. 

Also, the driver is very friend¬ 
ly and is very caring of his pas¬ 
sengers. 

As the saying goes “use it or 
lose it.” 

Val Hartrey, 

Dinas Powys. 


Litter fines 

LOCAL authority sup¬ 
port company XFOR 
issued 29 fixed penalty 
notices in the Vale dur¬ 
ing the week commenc¬ 
ing January 14. 

XFOR has been 
tasked by the Vale 
Council to help tackle 
dog fouling and littering 
incidents in the Vale. 

It is taking a zero tol¬ 
erance approach to envi¬ 
ronmental crimes, and 
offenders are being 
issued with a fixed 
penalty notice of £75 
without warning. 



Aberthin Rd, Cowbridge CF7I TEN 
Tel 01446 772311 

cowbridgehs@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 


We think our school is fabulous... 

But don’t just take our word for it, 
Visit us at our Open Evening 






Cowbridge Comprehensive School 
Ysgol Gyfun Y Bont Faen 

Sixth Form 
Open Evening 


...take a 
closer look 


Tuesday 29 January 2013 
4.30-6.30pm 


An open evening for students considering taking 
their AS/A2 Level Studies or L3 BTEC courses 


1.1 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smiie! 


Expert denture care 
by the UKs leading 
Clinical Denture 
Technicians 
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DENTURE 

iX^LLENCE 

If you wear denl:i,ri::‘S 

then weVe got something for you to smile about 


STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don*c replace tHe Frames..Mt Just the Panes! 


Brol can or Damage Windows? 
Faulty Hinges. Handles or Locks? 
Want The ^test Energy Saving Glass? 

All Glazing Backed By Our 

S Tear Man«ifact«4rers Guarantee 



Regain your fiioc's 
nalLir& contours 

Loc* years younger 

Enpy eattng agan 

Sniiln wilh contidenoe 


0800 61 21 118 

WWW. detMly 2sA««r.cofn 


for a FREE no-obligation consultation 

call free on 0800 907 8213 

or visit dentureexceilenoeco.uk 


DENTURE 

E)CELLENCE 

^ Loc^J 


Bridgend Dental Centre 

54-58 Nolton Street 
CF31 38P 


wp P>okf> viving o>r>ooy ck*;ir 


































10 - THE GEM 


wwwjacebookxom/slamorsansem www,twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, January 24th, 2013 


Age Concern’s 
new health club 

AGE Concern Cardiff and Vale is starting 
a free Health and Diet Club at the Senior 
Health Shop, 38 Holton Road, Barry, 
monthly each Wednesday from 11am- 
12.15pm, following the Keep Fit class. 

Advice will be available on an informal basis 
from an adviser and you will be able to also have a 
health check. 

This is the latest initiative in health advice for the 
over-50s, whether male or female. The first class is 
on Wednesday, January 30. 

For further information, contact Nona Hexter on 
01446 732385. 


PACT meetings 


BARUC PACT, Barry Island Community Centre, 
today (January 24) at 7pm. 

LLANDOUGH PACT, Royal British Legion, 
Penlan Road, Llandough on January 28 at 7pm. 

STANWELLPACTpublic meeting will be held at 
Stanwell School on February 1 at 7pm. 

ST ATHAN PACT, The Gathering Place on 
February 3 at 2pm. 


oven cleiininj^ 
Treat yourself 
Sparkling clean oven 



Does your oven need a clean 
after the Christmas Cooking? 
Give us a call now. 


I BARRY COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL NEWS BULLETIN! 

Students rally to support 
LATCH children’s charity 




CS. Boxall is a family 
business established 
since 1990 


Raffle organisers, Matthew David, David 
WGent and Shaun Harris, with winner Mr Davies. 


AT the end of last term, Barry 
Comprehensive School sixth form students 
raised funds for LATCH, as part of their 
Welsh Baccalaureate qualification. 

The students planned and organised a range of 
activities, including a teachers v sixth form football 
match, a raffle, guess-the-number-of-sweets-in-the- 
jar, bingo, and a talent show. 

The first prize in the raffle, a tour of the House of 
Commons, was won by Mr Davies. 

The second prize of a voucher for some healthy 
fruit and veg at Jacquie’s Greengrocer, was won by 
Mr Green. Mr Carter’s year-8 class were really 
pleased to win the sweets! 

The school has been a long-standing supporter of 
LATCH, delivering presents to the Oncology Clinic 
at Llandough Hospital for many years and now con¬ 
tinuing to support the Children's Hospital at the 
University of Wales Hospital in Cardiff 

A big thank you to Alun Cairns MP and Mr and 
Mrs Thompson for donating the prizes. The stu¬ 
dents are now one step closer to gaining their Welsh 
Baccalaureate qualification, raising over £200 for 
LATCH in the process. AC 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 

Stockists of Draper 



C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & 
Electrical Work 

Over 30 years experience in the industry. 

For all your 
|Oih Gas, Boiler 
^ and A^a 
installation 


Suppliers of Fire Wood 24 hour call out SERViCE 

& R3Q BciHIpQ repair toilets, sinks, baths, 

UCI9 DUIllwd shnwfirR tans ninpR rarliatrirs 


F 


SB 


We repair toilets, sinks, baths, 
showers, taps, pipes, radiators, 
towel rails, cylinders, water 
tanks, all heating systems, gas 
and electric fires, boilers, 
burners, stoves, oil tanks, gas 
appliances, underfloor heating, 
renewable energy, electrical 
faults, etc. 

24hr Call Out No. 07590 350650 




ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Domestic & Commercial 
Fault finding service 
Full re-wires 
New fuse boards 
PAT testing 
Insurance work etc. 

DOmESTIC ,Oj 
INSTALLER lllJ 


Office 01446 772444 - Freephone 0800 849 1254 

www.csboxall.co.uk 


^^9^Val^^usiiies^Park^laiido^^Ni^c^^^^^^F7^7P^ 


OPEN: 

Sam 
’til 5pm 



Raffle organiser, Daniel Woolford, 
with winner Mr Green 


The GEM is in partnership 
with the Dog's Trust to find 
caring homes for animals in 
their charge at Bridgend 
Rehoming Centre 
(Telephone: 01656 725219) 


Sebastian was 
clearly enjoying 
himself in the 
snow this week! 

A three-year-old 
Lurcher, he is a 
bright young dog, 
who has had an 
unsettled life so far. 

He can be anx¬ 
ious, but with a 
patient and under¬ 
standing owner, the 
centre staff think he 
will really shine. He 
would really like to 
live with another 
similar-sized dog. 

He is house 
trained, and although 
he doesn’t like to be 
left alone for too 
long, they think he 
would get used to it 
quite quickly with 
another dog for com¬ 
pany. He deserves a 
second chance! 


Please give 
Sebastian 
a home... 



(Snow)dog of the 
week: Sebastian! 


Tel: 01446 771660 
Mob: 07854 125404 




JANUARY TIP: 

A high cut, little and 
often, will help the grass 
to produce extra shoots, 
and stunts weeds 
and coarse grass. 


SALES * SERVICE * SPARES 

Unit 10a, Vale Business Park, Llandow 

www.richardcouzens.co.uk 



HEARING 

LOSS? 

YOU COULD BE ENTITLED 
TO COMPENSATION: 



DID YOU 
WORK IN... 

• THE STEEL 
INDUSTRY 

• POWER 
STATIONS 

• CHEMICALS 

• MINES AND 
QUARRIES 

• CONSTRUCTION 
/ROADS 

• ANY OTHER 
NOISY 
WORKPLACE 



CALL ANYTIME FREE 

(0808) 156008( 


HEARING TEST 

NEAR YOU 

AND GET ADVICE FROM 
A SOLICITOR ON A 
COMPENSATION CLAIM 


NO WIN NO FEE 
100% COMPENSATION 
PAID 




ROBERT TARREN 


SOLICITORS 




Regulated by the solicitors regulation authority No 457491 


www.roberttarren.co.uk 
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HALF PRICE 


IS25% OFF 

EVERY^ARPET 

FITTED FREE 




Sondnnghom 
POcKet 4 6 
Double 


Plus LUXURY ^C,99/,oo^oic 

WOOL CARPET XtOm 

■ J14 1 1>I»lI i i I rh tliitk-l »m 


if 



Signature Pockel 
5 paing 4*6 ^ 
■ V _ Double 



SAVE £300 ■ half PRICE 


iianJi 1 




£449 

WASS^ 


£299 

WAS 








Unit 7. Grippoly Mills, 

Sioper Rood, 

Cardiff CF11 8AA 
Telephone 02920 3S3770 

OPENING HOURS Mon-Sol 9 om- 6 (Mn, 

Lole mght Thure Som-Bpm. Sunday 10 . 30 am- 4 . 30 pm 

www.unitedcarpetsandbeds.com or CALL FREE ON 0800 344 442 


FrmNOTDAYSAVmK 


PRIf HOME 
: MEASURINO URVICf 


CARPETS 

HWOOOPlOOlil ft REPS 
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PUPILS IN THE PARLOUR! 



THE Mayor of Barry, 
Coun Les Sword, 
recently invited 
pupils from Ysgol 
Bro Morgannwg to 
Barry Town Council 
for a tour of the 
Parlour and council 
chamber. 

During their visit, 
they discussed the role 
of the mayor and 
councillors within the 
community. 


Howells School celebrates 
ICT Mark award success 


STUDENTS at 
Howell’s School, 
Llandaff in Cardiff 
are celebrating - 
after being award¬ 
ed the prestigious 
ICT Mark for the 
second time. 

The principal, Sally 
Davis, said:“The award 
recognises the school’s 
success in developing 
the strategic use of ICT 
in both administration 
and across the curricu¬ 
lum. 

“Parents will have 
proof that their children 
are attending a school at 
the forefront of modern 
technology,” 

“On behalf of 
Howell’s School, I am 
delighted to be awarded 
the ICT Mark. It recog¬ 
nises our positive 
approach to ICT and the 



II. 


ABOVE: Pupils enjoy the IPad sessions. 


benefits it is bringing to 
our students. We believe 
that ICT can be used in 
every aspect of learning 
and that it is essential 
our students are 
equipped for the modern 
world. Applying for the 
award really brought 
into focus the ICT work 
that we are doing each 
and every day. All the 


students and staff 
deserve credit for this 
achievement.” 

ICT development 
manager Cathy Darnton, 
said: “The ICT Mark 
Award recognises the 
strategic changes made 
over the past three years 
at Howell’s, most 
notably in our junior 
school. 


Forum enjoy 
Christmas 
dinner delight! 


SIXTY members 
with their wives 
and partners, 
attended the annu¬ 
al Christmas din¬ 
ner at the Masonic 
Hall. 

After a few words of 
welcome by Peter 
Westcott, the chair¬ 
man, Ernie David 
started the proceedings 
before the serving of 
the three-course meal. 

Diane Westcott 
organised a raffle, 
where most of the 
ladies and men 
received a present. 

The vice chairman, 
Ian Birchenough, 
ended the dinner by 
thanking the chairman 
for organising the suc¬ 
cessful event, and also 


thanked Diane for not 
only organising the 
raffle, but providing 
the refreshments every 
week at forum meet¬ 
ings. 

New members are 
very welcome to the 
weekly meetings at 
URC Windsor Road 
Church Hall. Next 
week, Thursday, 
January 31 the speak¬ 
er will be Mark Lewis, 
whose subject will be 
‘The Great Flood of 
1607’. 

For further informa¬ 
tion about Barry Men’s 
Forum contact Peter 
Westcott on telephone 
02920 594881. 

PMW 


I BARRY CAMERA CLUB NEWS 

Top photographer 
proves inspiring 
to club members 



ON Friday, 

January 4, Barry 
Camera Club wel¬ 
comed Clive 
Minnitt from 
Bristol. 

He is one of the UK’s 
leading photographers. 
His work has been 
widely exhibited, 
including at Christies 
and the Mall Galleries 
in London, and closer to 
home at Cardiff’s St 
David’s Hall. 

He is the author of a 
number of photographic 
books and has con¬ 
tributed to a number of 
magazines. 

Clive also leads pho¬ 
tographic holidays to 
different locations in the 
UK and abroad. 

Clive entertained the 
audience with his 
humour, his display of 
funny hats and the sto¬ 
ries behind his images. 

His audience were 
inspired by the quality 
of his images, technique 
and subject matter. 

Clive’s last visit to 
the club was in 2001. 
Let’s hope we don’t 
have to wait too long for 
the next visit. If anyone 
is interested in purchas¬ 
ing any of Clive’s 
images, he can be con¬ 
tacted via his web site, 
WWW. minnitt. co. uk. 

Barry Camera Club 


meets every Friday 
evening from 7pm to 
9.30pm between 
September and May at 
St Francis Millennium 
Centre, Porth-y-Castell, 
Barry Garden Suburb, 
Barry, CF62 6NX. 

New members are 
always welcome to 
attend with no obliga¬ 
tion to join. 

Alternatively, for more 
information visit 
www.barrycameraclub. 
org.uk. 

FRANK CLELAND 

AM’s surgery 

VALE of Glamorgan 
AM, Jane Hutt, will be 
holding an advice sur¬ 
gery tomorrow 

(Friday, January 25) 
from 4pm-5pm at the 
Lee Hall, Britway 
Road, Dinas Powys. 


ABOVE and BELOW: 
Examples of Clive 
Minnitt’s work. 
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Comfort or Exchange. 

I tf yott don't love it • well Chanfe it 


Ijoti ol bods & mjltrtisos in Hock! 


Tbis stunning cotnet so^a features tactile fabrics 
to enhance it^ soft and natural appearance- 
Available m a choice of colours 
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THE BEDROOM TAX 
WILL AFFECT 600 
VALE HOUSEHOLDS 


THE Vale Council has released 
full details of tenants who will 
be affected by the new ‘bed¬ 
room tax’. 

From April 2013 housing benefit 
rules are changing for ‘working age’ 
tenants who live in council and housing 
association properties. 

Deductions will be made from hous¬ 
ing benefit claims where a housing ben¬ 
efit claimant is living in a property that 
is classed as too large for them. 

There will be a 14 per cent deduction 
for one extra bedroom and a 25 per cent 
deduction for two or more bedrooms. 

A council report has revealed that 
there are currently more than 600 
households that will be adversely 
affected by the reforms, and this will 
result in financial hardship in most 
cases. 

This is broken down by residents 
who are: 

Currently living in four-bed 
properties: 

Underoccupying by one room - 12; 
underoccupying by two rooms - eight; 
underoccupying by three rooms - 
seven. 

Currently living in three-bed 
properties: 

Underoccupying by one room - 281, 
and underoccupying by two rooms - 
117. 

Finally, of those currently living in 
two-bed properties, 218 are classed as 
underoccupying by one room. 

The information was revealed in an 
appraisal of the HOMES4U organisa¬ 
tion, considered by members of the 
scrutiny committee for housing and 
public protection. 

The report said that there are a num¬ 
ber of joint working initiatives with 


I by PHILIP IRWIN ~\ 

housing benefits, and with the existing 
HOMES4U partner organisations, 
attempting to minimise the impact of 
the reforms. 

Information was being provided in a 
variety of formats including open day 
events, distribution of leaflets, letters, 
home visits, improved money advice 
and amendment to the existing web 
pages for both council and housing 
associations. 

The report said that steps would be 
taken to place tenants who are under¬ 
occupying - and therefore suffering 
benefit cuts - in other properties. 

It went on to say that, in future, 
applicants will only considered for 
properties that are suitable in line with 
the reforms. 

The report went on to say: “There 
will be, as a result of the reforms, far 
greater emphasis on mutual exchanges 
to allow existing tenants to source more 
suitable properties across the 
HOMES4U partnership. 

“All officers will look to promote, 
source, and actively manage mutual 
exchanges for the benefit of tenants in 
the Vale.” 

The report warned: “It is anticipated 
that some tenants may experience 
financial difficulty when adjusting to 
the welfare reform proposals. 

“The accommodations cap and the 
reduction in council tax benefits will 
have an immediate impact on an indi¬ 
vidual’s gross and disposable income. 

“In addition the introduction of uni¬ 
versal credit will also have an impact, 
as individuals are expected to manage 
their own benefits and expenditure, as 
opposed to the housing benefit being 
sent directly to the landlord.” 


Coun Ian Johnson, of Plaid Cymru, 
who represents the Buttrills ward in 
Barry’s town centre, says that the plans 
are unfair and will penalise families for 
circumstances which may be beyond 
their control. 

He blamed the Coalition 
Government for the policy. 

He said: “Many of these families live 
in Barry town centre accommodation, 
where the majority of social housing is 
maintained. 

“There are over 600 families in the 
Vale who will find themselves losing 
out financially in April when this unfair 
Tory bedroom tax is introduced. Some 
families could lose £25 per week. 

“Eamilies are going to be penalised 
for where they live, even though there 
are no realistic options where they can 
move. 

“It is not as if families can up sticks 
and move house at the drop of a hat. 
People’s lives just aren’t as simple as 
that. 

“The Vale of Glamorgan’s Local 
Housing Market Allocation report from 
2010 says that up to three-quarters of 
social rented housing should be one or 
two-bedroom accommodation to meet 
our needs. 

“But it takes time to change the 
housing profile and that should be a 
long-term aim. 

“The current proposals are just about 
making cuts at the expense of some of 
our most vulnerable families.” 

Under the formula for under-occupa¬ 
tion, two children of the same sex are 
expected to share a room until the elder 
is 16. 

Two children of different genders are 
expected to share a bedroom until the 
elder is 10. Couples who live together 
are expected to share a room. 


Council unveils its 
plans for Cosmeston 


THE Vale Council is 
planning to put the 
Cosmeston Medieval 
Village Trust at the 
centre of efforts to 
develop the country 
park. 

At the cabinet meeting 
that took place in Penarth last 
Monday (January 21) an offi¬ 
cers’ report revealed that the 
council is also considering 
setting up a ‘Eriends of 
Cosmeston Lakes’ group. 

The report noted that in 
June 2012, a new model for 
the operation of Cosmeston 
Medieval Village was put 
into place. Previously the 
Council employed a large 
team of staff, organised 
events at its own financial 
risk and provided costumed 
staff to enhance the village 
experience. 

This had resulted in a very 
significant financial loss to 
the council. The report said 
that much of the losses relat¬ 
ed to “core management staff 
time” and other costs went 
on preparation for events 
which were entirely weather 
dependent, and often provid¬ 
ed very limited revenue. 

The report noted that 
“...the vast majority of 
Country Park visitors did not 
enjoy the Medieval Village, 
as they elected not to pay for 
entry”. 

Under the new model, 
fewer staff are managed 
directly by the Country Park 
Ranger Service, realising 
“very significant cost sav¬ 
ings”. 

The village has been 


I by PHILIP IRWIN | 

opened to country park visi¬ 
tors at no charge, although 
the visitor experience has 
been reduced due to fewer 
costumed staff. 

Guided tours continue to 
be offered to pre-booked par¬ 
ties, including schools, but 
council-led events have been 
stopped. The council has set 
fees for third parties to deliv¬ 
er events, at their own finan¬ 
cial risk. 

The report noted that it 
has been possible to re-intro- 
duce guided tours for the 
general public without pre¬ 
booking, albeit at present 
limited to weekends. This 
has been done at no addition¬ 
al costs and original savings 
targets are being met. 

Entry remains free of 
charge, with electronic 
wands in multiple languages 
available as an alternative to 
a tour, at a charge. 

The village, says the 
report, now forms an integral 
part of the country park, with 
all visitors enjoying free 
entry. However, with fewer 
costumed staff on site, it is 
recognised that interpretation 
needs to be improved. 

In this respect, an applica¬ 
tion was successfully sub¬ 
mitted to Creative Rural 
Communities, the Council- 
led Rural Regeneration 
Partnership. 

This grant is for funding 
to purchase comprehensive 
interpretation materials and 
signage. Match funding will 
be found from existing coun¬ 
cil budgets. 


In parallel to this, officers 
are exploring ways of gener¬ 
ating volunteer activity on 
site, to increase the number 
of costumed interpreters. It is 
also possible that some ani¬ 
mals may be reintroduced. 

Leisure and other com¬ 
mercial organisations have 
been invited to put on activi¬ 
ties and events at both coun¬ 
cil-owned country parks 
(Cosmeston and Porthkerry). 

The report says that these 
plans rely on bringing in 
external resources; through 
grants, income, volunteer 
activity, or simply ideas. 

To aid this, a Eriends of 
Cosmeston Lakes Group is 
planned. If such a body 
becomes a charity, it can 
apply for grants not available 
to the council. The report 
notes that, as a result of the 
recent changes at the village, 
a community interest group 
has formed, wishing to 
enhance the village. 

Officers have worked 
closely with and supported 
this group, resulting in a for¬ 
mal proposal being received. 
The group has now constitut¬ 
ed itself into a not for profit 
limited company, registered 
as the Cosmeston Medieval 
Village Trust. 

The Trust has presented a 
range of aspirations for 
involvement in the village. 
As a starting point, it would 
like to recruit volunteers, 
raise funds and in particular 
plan a programme of core 
events at the village. 

The council plans to enter 
into a ‘Memorandum of 
Understanding’ with the 
Trust. 



Before 


Time for a 
NEW LOOK 
KITCHEN! 
Call now for an 
inspirational 
Free Quote 


Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

t/te Ooof^ Oo&tof^/ 

A family business with vast experience in the 
replacement door and worktop market. 

Everything you require from the 
doors, to worktops and new 
appliances and sinks. 




DOOR fn 
DOCTOR Q 


TKe l^oxrr Oercdtrr 

01446 688018 
01656 360027 

vr\AnMui^nrr-iioc4trr.co.uk. 
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MEMO ARTS CENTRE c»n«i<.n,c.ivo«><i«. YOUR LOCAL ARTS CENTRE 


NEW FILM SCREENINGS 

SAJ(H>oft our new Monday Movies on the biggest screen in the Vale, 
Our film progr jmm« jims to provide local pifople with a Gnema on 
their door-step With everyone supporting these events, we plan to 
roll out mare screenings, including a vpecialived film programrne. 

TICKETS: iA bO in advance, CS.SO on the door 
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MUSICAL 
THfATRrS 
LEADING LADY, 
HER BAND 
AND STAR GUEST 
NATKAN JAMES 


1 
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NO WIGS 
NOCOSTUMIS 
JUST GREAT MUSIC 
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LITE OF PI (PCI 
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LIVE SCREENINGS: RBS SIX NATIONS 

Watch all Wales play day games on our BIG ScreenI 

Bar opens 4Sminutes before Ekk-off, and closes an hour after final game 

Sat 2 Fab It tO v Ifvland ft 16 OT Fngand v Scotlasd 

Sat 9 f«b 14 iOScoUarxJ V Italy & 17 ODF^arce V bY * 

Sat 73 Fab 14 10 ItaJy * Wain ft 17 00 EiidUr^ v Franca 

Sat 9 Mar 14 JO Scotland v W.ile\ ft 1 / 00 irHand ir Frjrce 

Sat 16 Mar 14 30 Italy v Yaland. 17.0Q Walas y England ft 7000 Frar^a v Scotland 


SAT 29 JUNE @>7.30^ | FRl 12 JULY @> 8.00 ^ 

♦ IIVE MUSIC GIGS - TICKETS €10 IN ADVANCE (€12 ON DOOR) 

PLANNING A SPECIAL OCCASION? HIRE US! 

WCOOINGS • PARTIES • CELEBRATIONS 




CONFERENCES • TRAINING * SEMINARS • PRESENTATIONS 











Contact our Him and Events Team to start planning vour special day 
0144Fi 4(X)in • enqiiirlps09bafrynspmo.co.uk 


FULL PROGRAMME INFORMATION AND TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE: 


I 


GiMhtone Road • Barry • CFB2 SNA 

YOUR LOCAL AfTTS GENTaE 

REGiStf RED CMARITY NUftiaER S02S74 


THE MEMO IS A INOEPENDAlirT RE€CSTER€D CHARITY. AU EARMED INCOME B USED TO 
SUPPOar THE VENUE AND ITS PROGRAMME. 

COME ALONG AND SUPPORT YOUR LOCAl ARTS GENTaE, EXPERIENCE ft ENIOV. 
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Out and About with The Gl 



DJANGO UNCHAINED SEES TARANTINO 
UNLEASHED IN AN EXCELLENT FILM... 


^HERE are few filmmakers out 
there who have the dynamic tal¬ 
ents of Quentin Tarantino. 


FANTASTIC OFFERS 
FOR EATING OUT at... 

7^F0NTYGARYINN 

LUNCHTIME SPECIALS 

Three Courses only £9.95 

Available Monday - Saturday 

8oz. PRIME BRITISH 
SIZZLING STEAKS 
£13.50 for TWO 

Available Monday to Thursday Evenings. 

CURRY NIGHT 

Only £5.95 - Thursday Evenings. 

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY LUNCH 

Served 12-4pm 


Take advantage of our early year offers. 
Simply present one of our vouchers. 


JANUARY-FREE DESSERT 

Valid with any Main Meal 
or Sunday Lunch. 

Not to be used with 
any other offers. 

Terms & conditions apply. 
Fontygary Inn. 


FEBRUARY-FREE STARTER 

Valid with any Main Meal 
or Sunday Lunch. 

Not to be used with 
any other offers. 

Terms & conditions apply. 
Fontygary Inn. 


Valentine’s Day 

ge Special 3-Course Menu AA 
£9.95 - Book now! 


EONMON Road, RHOOSE CF62 3DZ 
Tel. 01446 711221 
www.fontygaryinn.co.uk 


Whether it is films 
that resonate on 
after nearly 20 
years {Reservoir 
Dogs, Pulp Fiction) 
or weaker efforts 
{Death Proof), his 
films always offer 
something intrigu¬ 
ing, taking his 
genre influences 
and crafting films 
of real power and 
style. 

His latest film works 
as part spaghetti west¬ 
ern, part blaxploitation 
film, in Django 
Unchained', Jamie Foxx 
plays the titular charac¬ 
ter, who, upon being res¬ 
cued by Dr King Schultz 
(Christoph Waltz), a 
bounty hunter, vows to 
rescue his wife (Kerry 
Washington), who is 
being held as a slave by 
the sadistic Calvin 
Candie (Leonardo 
DiCaprio). 

Hitting the road, 
Django and Schultz set 
out to save her - and 
heaven forbid anyone 
who gets in their way... 

After the weak Death 
Proof, Quentin Tarantino 
most certainly returned 
to form with Inglourious 
Basterds, his revisionist 
World War Two movie; 
releasing his take on the 


^ QIX BAND NIGHT 

> THIS FRIDAY 

Frniiurk 

VALENTINE’S BALL 

IHUK^OAY l4(h«ci mDAY ISth riBNUARY.^T.JOrM 

fantastic vocalist CANDLEL'T 

HOME-COOKED 3-COURSE MEAL 
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Only... £24.95i>p 

TO BOOK—CALL US: 01446 710229 



spaghetti western geme 
(one of Tarantino’s key 
influences) with Django 
Unchained, Tarantino 
makes it two for two, the 
film a truly exceptional 
piece of work that 
enthralls from start to 
finish. 

From the opening 
credits, there is no dis¬ 
puting this is a Quentin 
Tarantino effort, and so 
it continues over its out¬ 
landish, but not sluggish, 
165-minute running 
time. In a way it feels 
like a culmination of 
Tarantino’s influences 
and own work, the film 
dripping with references 
to the genre that inspired 
it, comedic asides and a 
blackly comic tone that 
Tarantino always strikes 
just right, and keen and 
sharp dialogue that feels 
iconic the moment it 
rolls of the tongue. 

While the historical 
accuracy of the script, 
and its depictions of 


WHATS ON 
in brief 

Youth disco 

THERE will be a youth 
disco at Sax Nightclub, 
Bridgend, on January 
25 front 7pm-10pm. 

A free bus leaves 
Asda, Maesteg at 
6.30pm, arriving back 
at 10.30pm and children 
will be accompanied by 
Maesteg PCSOs Kim 
Harris and Ross Evans. 
Entry fee £6. 

Rummage 

sale 

A RUMMAGE sale will 
be held in All Saints 
Lesser Hall, Victoria 
Square, Penarth, on 
Saturday, January 26 
(lOam-12 noon). Entry 
50p, to include tea and 
coffee. Lots of bar¬ 
gains for everyone. All 
proceeds to charity. 

Valeways 

’walks 

ON Sunday, January 
27 at 2pm, coastal path 
west, starting at Sully 
Church, South Road, 
Sully. 

For details of 
Valeways walks, up to 
the end of March, con¬ 
tact website www.vale- 
ways.org.uk or 
info @ valeways.org. uk, 
Facebook or Twitter, or 
ring 01446 749000, 
Monday to Thursday. 

Scout jumble 

THE 1st Dinas Powys 
Scout group holds a 
jumble sale at 1.30pm 
on Saturday, Eebruary 
2 in the Scout Hall, 
Highwalls Road, Dinas 
Powys. Admission 50p. 


slavery, may be well 
askew (with Spike Lee 
having admonished 
Tarantino for making 
light of the struggles 
faced in the world at this 
time) it certainly man¬ 
ages to entertain, view¬ 
ing events with an eye 
for the comedic rather 
than the dramatic. 

Tarantino is also con¬ 
tinuing to evolve as a 
director, and this feels 
like his most sprawling 
and epic film yet; partly 
this has much to do with 
the nature of the western 
and the shots of the 
sprawling vistas that are 
de rigueur, but also in 
the way Tarantino han¬ 
dles the shootouts, a cli¬ 
mactic gunfight echoing 
the feel of the House of 
Blue Leaves sequence 
from Kill Bill: part one 
(like Django... a film 
about revenge and right¬ 
ing wrongs), and also 
the use of locations, giv¬ 
ing the film a grand 
scope. 

Having stolen 
Inglourious Basterds 
from his auspicious co- 
stars, Christoph Waltz 
does the same thing here 


as Dr Schultz, the char¬ 
acter fitting the actor 
like a glove. Delivering 
the dialogue with a 
flourish. Waltz is thor¬ 
oughly superb, while 
Leonardo DiCaprio’s 
first stab at villainy sees 
the actor gratefully eat¬ 
ing up the scenery in a 
character that benefits 
from the actor’s per¬ 
formance. 

With Samuel L 
Jackson doing a wonder¬ 
fully slimy turn as 
Candle’s faithful servant, 
the film doesn’t want for 
quality performances; 
but against such compe¬ 
tition, Jamie Foxx is per¬ 
haps the weakest on 
show. Certainly, he 
offers a performance of 
physical presence and no 
little degree of cool, but 
the character goes 
against the actor, 
Django’s stolic sense of 
getting even coming up 
short against the other 
actors’ vibrant charac¬ 
ters. 

It’s the only real 
minus in a film full of 
positives, one that sees 
Quentin Tarantino hit a 
home run and deliver a 


fine piece of work; for 
Django Unchained sees 
Tarantino unleashed! 

VERDICT- A glori 
ous effort that hits all the 
right notes, Django 
Unchained is another 
high-quality Quentin 
Tarantino film. Packed 
with the director’s trade¬ 
mark dialogue, chutzpah 
and sense of comedy, it 
makes for an enthralling 
and hugely entertaining 
experience even before 
you take into account the 
superb performances. 
Essential viewing. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: Kill Bill 
(2003/2004), The Good, 
The Bad and The Ugly 
(1967). 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

©GEMScreenTalk 


PANTO VISIT 

THE Friends and Neighbours Senior Citizen 
Group, which meets at the Senior Health Shop 
in Holton Road, Barry, got this yearns pro¬ 
gramme off with a bang, when they went to see 
Sleeping Beauty at the New Theatre, Cardiff. 

For many of the group, this was the first visit 
to a pantomime for many years. They all 
remarked on the magnificent costumes and 
colour and how much panto had changed. 


ORI^ITAL DINER 

Authentic Peking & Cantonese Cuisine 

Fully Licensed • Air Conditioned 

HOME DELIVERY SERVICE 
Now available! 



Orders over £15 Free delivery 

(Within 3 Miles) (£3 charge for Sully & Dinas Powys) 
(Minimum order £10) 


Evening ALL YOU CAN EAT Menu 


Waitress Service freshly cooked food 
brought to your table only... 

Adults - £11.90 Child - £6.90 

(under 140cm) 

Includes desserts: Unlimited ice cream, fruit, 
cakes & chocolate fountain! (Bookings advisable). 

Every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday from 5.30pm. 


LUNCHTIME BUFFET 


Adults - £6.50 Child - £3.90 

Tues - Fri 12 noon - 3pm (last order 2.15pm) 
Sat - Sun 12 noon - 5pm (last order 4.15pm) 


www.orientaldiner.co.uk 


01446 748811 



^ 10 Broad street, 
“ Barry CF62 7AA 
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IS RHOOSE A CASE OF 
PLANNING BY STEALTH?’ 


GEM reader FIONA MORTON fears 
picturesque scenes like this one (right) 
could disappear from Rhoose, iffurther 
housing developments take place there. 



‘FIVE WARDENS MAY 
NOT BE ENOUGH’ 

- say Plaid councillors 


present it was for the 
residents of Rhoose to 
receive letters notify¬ 
ing us that the plan¬ 
ning application for 
350 new houses had 
been rejected on 
appeal, and yet bare¬ 
ly was the ink dry on 
the paper when, just a 
few days later, The 
GEM carried a notice 
from the Vale Council 
(January 3) stating 
that a revised propos¬ 
al has been submitted 
for review by the 
Planning Committee. 

One cannot help but 
feel that this is town 
planning by stealth - 
when it has been years 
since villagers were con¬ 
sulted on the building 
works and also when so 
many issues remain 
unresolved - both from 
drainage and access 
rights affecting Rhoose 
Point - through to the 
inadequacies of a full 
impact study on the 
wider area. 

Much of the data 
being relied upon now is 
years old and, as such, 
does not adequately 


reflect the current status 
of the area. Traffic is 
much heavier now than 
when the original studies 
were carried out, the 
Welsh Assembly is look¬ 
ing to give the airport a 
new lease of life, and 
there are worrying signs 
of coastal erosion readily 
visible and affecting res¬ 
idents. None of these 
aspects have been 
addressed and these are 
to name but a few. 

Furthermore, as the 
original environmental 
study failed to recognise 
important factors as fun¬ 
damental as the fact that 
there are bats frequent¬ 
ing the area (readily visi¬ 
ble on a summer's 
evening along the course 
of Happy Valley Lane), 
or significant flooding of 
the lane. I am left won¬ 
dering what other perti¬ 
nent information has 
eluded those compiling 
these environmental 
impact studies. 

I would like to appeal 
to the council in the 
strongest terms to adopt 
a policy of perspicacity 
in this matter as the 
majority of residents in 
the village are unaware 
that the initial stages of 
the development are 
being progressed without 


due processes of consul¬ 
tation. 

At the moment infor¬ 
mation is purely dissem¬ 
inated by means that 
people are only aware of 
should they happen 
across something in the 
pages of The GEM or go 
to the effort of getting 
out of their cars to see 
what has been posted on 
lampposts. 

Furthermore, few 
realise that the current 
proposals for the next 
phase of building is a 
precursor to a much 
greater building project. 

It involves laying 
down the infrastructure 
which would see all of 
the green land from 
Rhoose down to the 
Point, turned into one 
massive building devel¬ 
opment, while the local 
traffic will be swollen to 
bursting point with the 


addition of hundreds of 
cars on what are already 
inadequate roads. 

To allay fears that this 
whole process has 
become highly obfuscat¬ 
ed, I would appreciate 
not only clarity, but fur¬ 
thermore, an open com¬ 
ment from the council in 
either confirming or 
refuting local specula¬ 
tion that houses have 
already been purchased 
on Porthkerry Road at 
the top of Happy Valley 
Lane to facilitate the 


building project; and that 
the land to the north of 
the railway line was, in 
fact, recently sold to the 
housing developers - 
even though the project 
is still supposed to be in 
its planning stages. 

And if a picture 
speaks a thousand 
words, just consider this 
picturesque winter won¬ 
derland of our ever- 
reducing green spaces 
{above) and imagine it 
covered with houses. 
Fiona Morton, Rhoose. 


PLAID Cymru coun¬ 
cillors in Barry claim 
that the Vale’s five 
new traffic wardens, 
who will be known as 
civil enforcement 
officers, may not be 
enough to deal with 
town centre parking 
problems when they 
are re-introduced in 
April. 

Coun Ian Johnson, 
who represents the 
Buttrills ward in Barry 
town centre, has long 
campaigned for the re- 
introduction of the war¬ 
dens and says that their 
return should be wel¬ 
comed. 

However, after hear¬ 
ing that there would only 
be five wardens for the 


BARRY independent 
councillor, Richard 
Berlin, has called on 
the Vale Council to 
install fire alarms in 
communal areas of 


whole Vale, Coun 
Johnson expressed con¬ 
cern that they would not 
be enough to adequately 
deal with the Vale’s four 
town centres all year 
round. 

The concerns were 
also echoed by another 
Plaid councillor, Coun 
Steffan Wiliam, who said 
that it would be hard for 
them to also deal with 
additional work at Barry 
Island and Penarth 
Marina during the busy 
summer months. {In con¬ 
trast to the Vale’s five 
officers, neighbouring 
Bridgend county will 
have 12 CEOs). 

Coun Johnson said: 
“As a Barry town centre 
councillor, I am very 
aware of the limited 
parking opportunities 


council-owned flats to 
improve residents’ 
safety. 

Coun Bertin, who 
represents the Court 
ward, said that this 
was agreed by the 
Scrutiny Committee 
and would go before 
the Vale’s cabinet for a 
flnal decision. 

The request fol¬ 
lowed a fire in flats 
located on Court 
Road. Coun Bertin 
said he originally 
sought to get every flat 
covered immediately, 
but was informed by 


around the town centre 
and the problems that 
build up around schools. 

“Last year, I cam¬ 
paigned with my col¬ 
league, Stephen 

Blakeman, for the re- 
introduction of traffic 
wardens in Barry, or civil 
enforcement officers as 
they will now be known, 
because local residents 
have suffered years of 
frustration with parking 
problems since traffic 
wardens were withdrawn 
by the police. 

“Fm therefore pleased 
that we will soon have 
these new wardens oper¬ 
ating in the town centre. 

“However, it is very 
odd that Bridgend has 12 
wardens and the Vale say 
that they need just five.” 


council officials that 
this would not be pos¬ 
sible, due to costs and 
limited resources 
available. 

He added: “If 
agreed, these alarms 
will make a real differ¬ 
ence to community 
safety. 

“I appreciate that 
there are cost implica¬ 
tions and to cover all 
properties now would 
prove difficult. This is 
why I have now asked 
for only replacement 
or new works to be 
covered.” 


Fundraisers say ‘thank you’ 


IT was another great success 
for Ysgol Sant Curig’s 
Christmas fayre and the PTFA 
has thanked parents, families, 
friends, staff and members of 
the committee for their dedicat¬ 
ed support at all events held 


during the year. 

Money raised totalled £931.81. 
Fundraising in 2013: outside play 
equipment, Lego project. 

For more information regarding 
Ysgol Sant Curig PTFA, email 
ffrindiau.santcurig@gmail.com 


Councillor’s fire alarm call 


Introducing... 

a EXPRESS SERVICE 

CARDIFF to PORTHCAWL • MONDAY to FRIDAY 


NEW SERVICE FROM 14th JANUARY 2013 


FI EXPRESS - PORTHCAWL TO CARDIFF 


A.P. TRAVEL LTD 


Monday to Friday 


Valid from 14/01/2013 


F1 EXPRESS TO PORTHCAWL 


Cardiff Central B5 : 


Culverhouse Cross Tesco 


St Nicholas 
Bonvilston 


Cowbridge Greggs 
Bridgend Police Station 


Bridgend Bus arrive (stand 1) ^ 
Bridgend Bus depart (stand 1) 


Laleston - Mackworth Arms 


Newton - The Globe 


Nottage Forge _ 

Porthcawl John Street 


6.30 

6.40 


6.45 

6.50 


6.58 


7.07 


7.12 

7.15 


7.00 

7.10 


7.15 

7.20 


7.28 


7.37 


7.42 

7.44 


7.25 


7.35 


7.39 

7.42 


7.52 

8.02 


8.10 

8.15 


8.23 


8.32 


8.37 

8.40 


8.35 


8.39 

8.42 


8.52 

9.02 


9.10 


16.10 


16.20 


16.25 

16.32 


16.42 

16.52 


17.00 

17.05 


17.11 


17.20 


17.25 

17.27 


16.50 17.20 


17.04 17.33 


17.09 

17.12 


17.38 

17.41 


17.22 

17.32 


17.51 

18.01 


17.40 

17.45 


18.09 

18.14 


17.53 18.24 


18.02 18.33 


18.06 

18.09 


18.38 

18.41 


19.00 


19.10 


19.15 

19.18 


19.28 



Cowbridge based 
proprietors are proud 
to launch their new service, operating 
their competitive prices and faster 
alternative to bus travellers throughout 
the Vale and Mid Glamorgan. 

For more information contact: 

A. P. TRAVEL Ltd. 



1 Rail Station near this stop. Piease note this service does not run via Eiy/Canton, but instead runs via the A4232. 


F1 EXPRESS TO CARDIFF 


Nottage Forge 


6.55 


17.40 


18.15 


Porthcawl John Street 


6.03 


6.58 


7.30 


8.00 


17.42 


18.43 


Newton - The Globe 


6.07 


7.02 


7.34 


8.04 


17.46 


18.47 


Laleston - Mackworth Arms 
Bridgend Bus arrive 


6.16 

6.24 


7.11 

7.19 


7.43 

7.52 


8.13 

8.22 


17.55 

18.04 


18.56 

19.05 


Bridgend Bus depart 


6.28 


7.25 


7.57 


8.27 


17.40 


18.09 


19.10 


Bridgend Police Station 
Cowbridge Greggs 


6.33 

6.48 


7.30 

7.45 


8.02 

8.17 


8.32 

8.47 


17.45 

18.00 


18.14 

18.29 


19.15 

19.30 


Bonvilston 


7.01 


7.58 


8.27 


18.10 


18.39 


St Nicholas 


7.05 


8.02 


8.31 


18.14 


18.43 


Culverhouse Cross Tesco 


7.09 


8.06 


8.35 


18.19 


18.47 


Cardiff Central B5 : 


7.19 


8.18 


8.48 


18.30 


18.57 


: Raii Station near this stop. Piease note this service does not run via Eiy/Canton, but instead runs via the A4232. 


E: ap-travel@hotmail.co.uk 

01656 725255 



































































































































Vale of Glamorgan 



AWARDS 



Surveyors from the council’s Building Control Group have 
nominated builders who have achieved high quality work 
in the following categories: 

• Extension/Alteration 

• Single Dwellings 

• Housing (2-10 Dweiiings) 

• Conversion Residentiai Apartments 

• Community/Pubiic Buiidings 

CRITERIA : 

• Compliance with Building Regulations and energy 
efficiency. 

• Supplying and managing information (giving of 
notices and information relative to the work). 

• Speed of fault rectification. 

• Site environment, safety and storage of materials 
(so as not to be detrimental to their use). 

• Client/customer satisfaction. 




For the tenth year in succession, the awards dinner will be held at the Mount 
Sorrel Hotel, Barry, on Friday, January 25. 

Nominations for the awards are provided by the council’s Building Control survey¬ 
ors, who are responsible for the supervision of the projects as they progress on site, 
through to the completion of building work. 

Coun Fred Johnson, Cabinet Member for Planning and Transportation at the Vale 
of Glamorgan Council, stated: 

“This is the tenth successive year of the ‘Building Awards’ and I have great pleas¬ 
ure in providing recognition to builders and developers who are determined to pro¬ 
vide a high-quality customer-orientated service. 

“The nominations go to show, yet again, that there are several excellent examples 
of high-quality construction projects which have been undertaken within the Vale of 
Glamorgan. Ensuring that buildings are constructed in accordance with current 
building regulations requires a very high standard of workmanship, and the builders 
nominated this year have proven that they can meet this requirement. 

“I hope we build on the success of last year’s event, when two of our winners 
went forward to represent Wales at the National Awards, in London, in November.” 

Marcus Goldsworthy, Operational Manager for the Development and Building 
Control Group, said: 

“Building regulations have a key role whenever you decide to make alterations, 
extend or construct new buildings. With recent changes to the planning process 
and devolution of building regulations to the Welsh Assembly; reducing carbon 
emissions and improving performance and energy efficiency is at the front of the 
development process. 

“Everyone has a part to play in conserving energy and reducing carbon emissions 
- whether we are homeowners seeking to extend our homes - or developers tak¬ 
ing forward a major new scheme. 

“Changing the way we construct buildings to make them more sustainable will be 
a big challenge for all involved in the industry". 

The Development and Building Control Group falls within the Planning and 
Transportation Division of the Vale of Glamorgan Council, whose Head of Service, 
Rob Thomas, stated: 

"Development of any size has a major impact on the day-to-day lives of persons 
who are undertaking building projects. Ultimately, it is the builder who has the major 
responsibility in satisfying, not only the customer needs, but also the terms of the 
legislation. 

“The Building Awards will provide all those involved with well-deserved recogni¬ 
tion for consistently carrying out work of a high standard”. 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council would also like to thank all the sponsors of this 
event, without whom it would not be possible to recognise the builders and develop¬ 
ers whose quality of work is making a positive difference to the environment of the 
Vale of Glamorgan. 

Sponsors are: Nina Estate Agents from Barry, ACD Skip & Recyciing from 
Bridgend, The Mount Sorrei Hotei, and The Giamorgan GEM. 

Winners of the Vale of Glamorgan event will go forward to the LABC south Wales 
‘Building Awards’ dinner that will be held at the Vale of Glamorgan Golf & Spa 
Resort, Hensol, on April 26. This will be hosted by television and radio personality, 
Jamie Owen. 

The ultimate achievement can be recognised at national level, where the winners 
of the All Wales event will be nominated for the LABC ‘National Building Awards’, 
which will include nominations from most of the local authorities throughout Wales 
and England, to be held in London in November this year. 



B uil(ders an(d (developers 
who use the buil(ding 
regulation service of the 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, 
will be attencding the ‘Builcding 
Awar(ds’ (dinner organise(d 
through the councirs Buil(ding 
Control Group. 


YALE of GLAMORGAN 
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2013 

Vale of Glamorgan 

Building 

EXCELLENCE^ 

AWARDS 


ExtensionHUterations 


The Hollies, 
Wenvoe 

Agent: Nigel Arnold 
Contractor: Gareth Harvey 


SPECIALISTS IN ALL TYPES OF FLOOR COVERINGS 
AND HYGIENIC WALL AND CEILING CLADDING 


Recognised installer of \ 


Flooring 


We are delighted to be recommended for the 

Vale of Glamorgan Council Building Awards 

and would like to offer special thanks 
to the following for their contribution 

Lyndon Beams from R.A.Hitchings 
Phil and Andrew Forse from Forse joinery 
Stuart Burgoyne from Premier roofing 
Phil Webley from WW Builders 
Mark and Danny from Mark Eveleigh heating and plumbing 
“Rat” the bricklayer 
Ian Smith from Ian smith glazing 
Paul O'Connor from 0'Connor”s Builders 
Nigel Arnold Architect 

The Hollies, Port Road, Wenvoe, Cardiff CF56 6AB 
Mobile 07779 169139 



Submitted under a 
Building Notice 
application, this 
scheme aimed to 
completely trans¬ 
form an existing 
three-bedroom bun¬ 
galow into a modern 
family home. 

It resulted in an 
exceptional develop¬ 
ment that is both 
authentic and strik¬ 
ing in appearance. 

The existing bun¬ 
galow underwent 
major structural 
alterations, including 
the addition of a 
two-storey extension 
with balcony to the 
rear of the property. 

The original roof 
structure was 
replaced with a new 
engineered design, which included Glulam 
ridge beams and purlins, allowing a greater 
freedom of usable space within the habit¬ 
able roof area. 

The applicant also ensured high levels of 
insulation were provided, to mitigate the 
use of heating resources. 

Despite being of an unconventional 
design, few problems arose during the 
construction phase and the applicant 
ensured Building Control involvement 
throughout the project by maintaining an 
excellent working relationship. 

A high level of workmanship was appar¬ 
ent throughout and resulted in a final prod¬ 
uct that is a worthy nomination for this 
year’s awards. 



ly Llywd, 
Penarth 

Agent: Glyn Smith 
Contractor: Phil Harris 



Harris Construction 
Services include: 

• New Build 

• Refurbishment 

• Extensions 

• Conversions 


We are 
delighted 
to be 

nominated 
for The Vale 


• Pro-Active Maintenance 

* Re-Active Maintenance 

* Shop Fitting 

• Security 


of Glamorgan 
Building 
Awards 


We provide FREE ESTIMATES 


Give Phil Harris a call (07889 707075) 
info@p-harris-construction.co.uk 



Proposal: Extension to the side of existing 
house, providing a dining area adjacent to 
kitchen and extended backroom at first fioor 
ievei. 

The proposai consists of a two-storey high 
space, with a predominantiy giazed roof and 
iarge iantern iight over. The finishes have 
been chosen to compiement the buiiding’s 
existing features. 

In order to take advantage of the property’s 
prominent position overiooking the ciiff top, 
which gives sea views over the channei, the 
end waii has been giazed. The waiis have 
been finished in stonework to match the 
existing facades with bath stone embeiiish- 
ments.; and the interior has been utiiised to 
create a two-storey high iiving/dining kitchen 
space, decorated to accentuate the impres¬ 
sion of height in the room. 

The buiider has kept Buiiding Controi 
informed throughout the scheme by means of 
good iiaison. 

The buiiding has been SAP-assessed, to 
ensure that its thermai properties are in com- 
piiance with reguiations. The resuit is a very 
usabie, iight and airy extension, which can be 
used for years to come. 
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Min y Coed, 
Llandough 

Contractor: Kathy & Neil Gallavan 



This development, 
submitted in full plans 
format, consisted of a 
single-storey oak¬ 
framed extension, 
designed to incorpo¬ 
rate a mezzanine 
gallery, which also 
provides access to a 
first floor balcony. 

Building Control 
were heavily involved 
in the construction 
process, and also 
took part in design- 
meetings with the 
oak frame manufac¬ 
turer. One minor con¬ 
travention regarding 

the spiral staircase was quickly rectified, to produce a unique extension worthy of nomination. 




CONS 


A family run general building company, with 
over 30 years experience. Our company has 
^ been nominated for a Building Excellence 
award by the Vale of Glamorgan Council. 
Specialising in extensions, refurbishments and| 
complete house renovations. 

. ^ Concentrating solely on one project at a time. 

TKXn a personal, friendly, professional, ‘hands on’ job. 




For a competitive price and work compieted to the very highest of standards. 
Caii for a free estimate - contact: 

NKG Construction - Phone: 07971 750181 

Mail: neil@nkgconstruction.co.uk - Web: www.nkgconstruction.co.uk 
Neil and Kathy Gallivan are delighted to he 2013 nominees. 


10, The Limes, Llandough House, 

Cowbridge Llanblethian 



Agent: Barry Mayled 
Contractor: 

Neil Smith & Co, 
Cardiff Ltd 


Neil Smith & Co. 
Cardiff Ltd 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 


Thistle Field, Primrose Hill, Cowbridge, 
Vale of Glamorgan CF7I 7DU 

E-Mail: nscardiffltd@yahoo.co.uk 

Tel 01446 773631 • 07850 312984 
07889 730049 

We are pleased 
to be nominated 
for the Buildina 
Awards lOI 3 


This contemporary 
extension, 
submitted in a full 
plans format, 
provides a living 
kitchen space, in 
total contrast to the 
original ‘cottage’- 
style property. 

The existing cot¬ 
tage underwent 
much structural 
alteration, to 
complement the 
substantially-glazed 
extension. 

A whole-heat 
recovery system 
has been fitted, and 
the extension bene¬ 
fits from a sedum 
roof. 

The contractor 
involved Building 
Control at all stages 
of construction, and 
has produced a 
development with a 
first class design 
and finish. 


Contractor: 
Anthony Woodward 
Property 
Development 






JAMES CARTER:ALAN BARKER 
PARTNERSHIP 

CHARTERED ARCHITECTS & PH\NNING CONSULTANTS 

A proud nonninee for previous 
'Residential' category awards - 
now pleased to be nonninoted 
for this 2013 project. 

BANK CHAMBERS, 92 NEWPORT ROAD, 

CARDIFF CF24 1DG • Tel: 02920 455444 

E-Mail: register@JCABP.co.uk 


This application, 
submitted in full 
plans format, 
involved a steel¬ 
framed extension 
founded on a rein¬ 
forced concrete 
basement. 

Significant under¬ 
pinning of the exist¬ 
ing building was 
necessary to form 
the basement, and 
the logistics of the 
works tested the 
contractor to the 
full. 

Regular contact 
was maintained 
with Building 
Control, and result¬ 
ed in a substantial¬ 
ly-glazed extension 
with associated 
balconies, to max¬ 
imise the outlook 
over landscaped 
gardens. 


PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT LTD 

Wiiiow House, Bridgend A family run business with 


over 25 years experience. 

Anthony and Lisa Woodward 
offer a complete building service... 


With a reputation built on reliability 
and high quality workmanship. 

No strangers to LABC awards 

1 

they are proud to be nominated 
for their Llandough House, 
Llanblethian project. 

Lianmaes, VOG 

• New Builds • Barn Conversions 

• Extensions • Refurbishments 




Unit 3, 50 Main Avenue, 

Brackia Industriai Est, Bridgend CF31 2AZ 
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Single Dwelling 



69 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge 


Agent: Anderson & Associates 
Contractor: Courtney Homes Ltd 


This application, made in full plans format, involved the division of one large 
property into two. Both the newly-created dwelling and the existing dwelling 
were completed by similar rear extensions and conservatories, in addition to 
detached garages with ‘studio’ space over. 


The contractor’s meticulous attention to detail in all aspects has produced a 
dwelling of superb standard and finish. 


www.courtney-homes.co.uk 

PI 

COURTNEY HOMES 

LIMITED 


Under the control of Mr Matthew Courtney, the 
company has been responsible for the design, 
construction and commission of many prestigious 
developments and has been entrusted by local 
government departments, local health boards and 
private individuals alike. Attention to detail is 
assured on all projects undertaken. 



Proud nominees for the ‘single dwelling’ 
category for their 
69 Eastgate, Cowbridge, project. 
COURTNEY HOMES LTD. 

Elm Cottage, Heol-Y-Parc, 
Pentyrch, Cardiff CP15 9NB. 

Tel: 029 2089 0669 • Fax: 029 2089 2893 
matt@courtney-homes.co.uk 


All stages of building work involved 
close consultation with Building 
Control, and the finished property is 
eminently worthy of nomination. 


IfflNDERSON &lS|SSOCIAIESr 


Architectural Consultants 
Surveyors and Planners 

Are proud to have been involved in the 

Design of 

69 Eastgate, Cowbridge, 
The Singie Dwelling 
Category Award 



► RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL DESIGN 

► BARN CONVERSION & EXTENSIONS 


39 High Street, Cowbridge CF717AE 

7:01446 772180 • isaac.ander.assoc@gmail.com 
Web: www.anderson^rchitectural.co.uk 




9, Church Hill Close, 
Llanblethian 

Agent: Quorum Associates 
Contractor: Nation Brothers 

This application was originally submitted as an extension, with significant internal alterations, 
to an existing bungalow. However, during the course of the work, the small part remaining of 
the original building was found to be defective, and was therefore demolished to allow a com¬ 
plete rebuild as a new dwelling. 

The contemporary design and external finishes sit comfortably alongside the other dwellings. 
The builder maintained regular contact with Building Control, and the few minor items 
required for satisfactory completion were quickly rectified. 




The Vale of Glamorgan Building Control Awards are kindly sponsored by: 


NATION BROTHERS LTD 

BUU DIH6 C0N*RACT0(tS 


✓USTED BUIIDIW COMMISSIONS 
I. NEW-BUlU) / €XTiNSK)IIS 
y lARN I LOFT COMYSRSIONS 

I 107971443768 
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EXCELLENCE^ 

AWARDS 


Single Dwelling 


Gwyn G. Jones 
& Sons Ltd. 

Complete Building Solutions 
for all your needs 

are pleased to he nominated 
for the Vale of Glamorgan 
Building Awards 

01446 773011/07976 299445 

www.gwyngjonesbuilding.co.uk 


Barry Mayied 

& GMDtn Dr>)4Cf 


is to bf 

for tbe 
vale 

Building A-.vr 




Agent: 

Barry Mayied 
Contractor: 

Gwyn G Jones 
& Sons 

This development required the demolition of 
an outdated bungalow which originally occu¬ 
pied the site. Planning restrictions limited the 
height of the dwelling above the original 
ground level, which then dictated major earth 
works for the building to sit within the site. 
Steel-framed gable end walls dominated this 
dwelling with substantial glazing at ground 
floor level to maximise views over the sur¬ 
rounding countryside. 

The contractor, who is a former category 
award winner, maintained close contact with 
Building Control and has produced a dwelling 
well worthy of nomination - and in keeping 
with his reputation for high quality work. 


Hillcrest, 

St. Brides Msyor 


Hafod Wen, St Brides 

Agent: Arden Kitt Assoc Ltd 
Contractor: Sharp Building Contractors 


Sharp 

Building Contractors 
Ltd. 

Ty Cwm, Windsor Gardens 
Tynant, Pontypridd, RCT 
CF38 2PS 

Tel/Fax: 01443 298699 
Mobile: 07850 261541 

^ We are delighted to he 
nominated for the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Building Awards ^ 




Arden Kitt associates 


We are pleased 
to be nominated 
for the Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Building Awards R1H ^ 

Telephone 029 2132 8155 
enquiries@ardenkitt.co.uk 

www.ardenkitt.co.uk 


The topography of this site tested both 
architect and builder to produce a 
dwelling of unique design. 

A split-level site with many planning con¬ 
straints, the finished dwelling incorpo¬ 
rates a reinforced raft foundation design, 
together with reinforced and tanked 
retaining walls. 

The contractor has paid attention to 
detail throughout the development, and 
maintained regular contact with Building 
Control. 





The Vale of Glamorgan Building Control Awards are kindly sponsored by: 
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2013 

Vale of Glamorgan 

Building 

EXCELLENCE^ 

AWARDS 


Housing (2-10 Dwellings) 



Waterstone Homes 

Applicant: Waterstone Homes 
Agent: Robertson Francis Partnership 
Contractor: Waterstone Homes 

The site consists of seven new 4 & 5 bedroom, detached houses, built on the 
former Westra Quarry. 

The quarry site had been filled over a number of years and used for car parking. 
When work began, the site was excavated to the rock sub base and the fill graded 
and re-cycled, to bring the ground back to formation level. 

The foundations are constructed as rafts in two sections, to allow for ground 
reversion and potential movement. 

Throughout the build, the liaison between the contractor and Building Control was 
excellent, especially during the groundworks. 

The site has subsequently produced seven very high-quality properties with 
separate double garages. Some properties are three-storey, with detection and 
alarm systems. 




Applicant: 

Newydd Housing 
Association 
Agent: Tony King 
Architects 
Contractor: Bullock 
Construction Cymru 

This development of four pairs of semi¬ 
detached dwellings, is set on the outskirts 
of the village of St. Mary Church. 

The timber-framed houses are built to 
higher thermal standards than required 
under building regulations, providing a 
greater level of sustainability demanded 
by the developers of such buildings. 

Whilst being of similar design, some of 
the dwellings are modified to suit the 
needs of particular occupants. 

The contractors kept in regular contact 
with Building Control, and have also ben¬ 
efited from the use of the LABC warranty 
scheme 



Pleased to be nominated for 
The Vale of Glamorgan Building Awards 

for The Herberts, St Mar/s Church 



^ilt? Wit? t T' 1 ' i.r^jBnCOL: ui 


(Thes* Ctavilt ^tary 0**jn:h har. 
boan ffank ^ iDult 
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2013 

Vale of Glamorgan 

Building 

EXCELLENCE^ 

AWARDS 


ConversioiVResidential 

Apartments 



Benjamin 

Hall, 

Hensol 

Applicant: Leekes 
Agent: Leekes 
Contractor: Leekes 




This development is set within the grounds of a Grade I listed 
building known as Hensol Castle. The nine former community 
buildings on the old hospital site have been transformed into 
four luxury apartments. Two of these units, on the south eleva¬ 
tion, have been extended with modern glass conservatories, 
bringing the outdoors inside, whilst making the most of the 
stunning rural landscaping. 

The developer had to base the designs on strict planning con¬ 
straints, due to the listing of the whole development - hence 
the importance of the care taken of surrounding areas during 
the construction process. 

As the unit was a former hall, it had no internal intermediate 
floors - therefore, the four new units required modern timber 
floor and metal stud partitions, which enabled the highest lev¬ 
els of sound and thermal insulation to be achieved. 

During the construction process, the developer had to take 
care in preserving the envelope of the existing unit and also 
the existing landscape, due to tree preservation orders. In 
addition, the internal layout was designed around the impos¬ 
ing entrance, to ensure that heritage aspects of the scheme 
were promoted. 

Very little of the existing external envelope was altered, the 
main alterations to the units were to the south elevation. 
External walls were lined with insulated products, air condi¬ 
tioning systems were also installed to control the living envi¬ 
ronment. The end result was the creation of high-quality fin¬ 



ished apartments, which were very well sound proofed and 
highly insulated, giving a new lease of life to a formerly empty 
community hall. 

As the owner and contractor of the scheme are one and the 
same, the quality of finish and site control of all aspects of the 
construction process could be closely monitored. A develop¬ 
ment team approach was employed between the owner/con¬ 
tractor, conservation officer, planning officer and the Building 
Control officer, which was of major benefit to the success of 
the scheme. 



Llantwit 

Mcuor 

Social 

Club 

Refurb 

Applicant: 

JCW Construction 
Ltd 

Agent: 

Quorum Associates 

Contractor: JCW 
Construction Ltd 

This site was a social club which had 
been vacant for a number of years. The 
existing building ,which is Victorian in 
design, has been extended several 
times - none of which enhanced the 
character or appearance of the building, 
considering it is located within a 
conservation area. 

Developers demolished all the exten¬ 



sions and retained the existing Victorian 
building by converting it into five apart¬ 
ments ~ retaining all the existing fea¬ 
tures not damaged by previous alter¬ 
ations, including a modern extension of 
11 apartments, which will be linked to 
the existing unit at ground floor by a 
glazed link, and at first floor level by an 
open bridge. 

The extension is of blockwork cavity 
construction with a smooth render finish 
designed to totally contrast with the 
stone construction of the existing unit All 
apartments created within the main unit, 
have a unique design and each has had 
any original features restored, such as 
the Victorian mosaics tiled ground floor, 
timber sash windows, and queen post 
trusses - also exposed within the top 
apartment. 


The u-values were enhanced on the 
existing property by upgrading - exist¬ 
ing walls lined with insulation, double 
glazing incorporated in the refurbish¬ 
ment, and improved roof insulation. In 
fact, the new extension has incorporat¬ 
ed increased levels of insulation of all 
elements, with installation of rainwater 
recycling and photovoltaic panels, to 
generate electricity to light stairwells 
plus general lighting of the site. 
Condensing boilers used throughout, 
including all light fittings, are of a low 
energy type. All work was well above 
current minimum levels for compliance 
with Building Regulations. 

The building was completed to a very 
high standard, with excellent communi¬ 
cation between the contractor and the 
Building Control surveyor 



GEM 1^1 
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2013 

Vale of Glamorgan 

Building 

EXCELLENCE^ 

AWARDS 


CommunityyPublic Buildings 



Medical Centre, 

Llandough 

Hospital 

Applicant: Cardiff & Vale 
University Health Board 

Agent: Boyesrees Architects 

Contractor: Interserve 
Construction Ltd 



This unit has been purpose-built 
to meet the needs of a specific 
group of people within the com¬ 
munity in this part of south 
Wales, and greatly improve the 
quality of service for mental 
health patients. 

In order to construct the unit, an 
existing section of the hospital 
had to be demolished, which 
would disrupt the day-to-day 
hospital operation. Prior to con¬ 
struction, the floor plan design 
had to pass rigorous scrutiny, 
due to the number of specialist 
users that will occupy the unit. 

The evacuation strategy for the 
unit is staff-led, and they have to 


negotiate many secure areas. In 
order to meet their special 
requirements, the unit has inter¬ 
nal compartment walls and 
floors, where a very high level of 
‘fire-stopping’ was attained by 
the contractor. 

The unit is two storeys, with the 
roof void area used as a plant 
room where special features had 
to be provided, to prevent flood¬ 
ing, due to large capacity water 
tanks being housed in this area. 
The materials used to construct 
the ground floor level are of tradi¬ 
tional cavity construction, with a 
cladding system used for the first 
floor level. A steel frame system 
with concrete slabbed floor 


formed the main skeleton of the 
structure. Also, secure internal 
courtyards were constructed as 
part of the general layout and 
operation of the unit, along with 
a rear elevation interconnecting 
corridor - to link the new unit 
with the main hospital. 

Numerous site meetings were 
held between the contractor’s 
architects, various NHS trust 
staff and Building Control to plan 
and discuss how the project 
would develop through the con¬ 
struction process. As a conse¬ 
quence of this team approach, 
and the professionalism of the 
contractor, the unit was con¬ 
structed to a high class finish. 



Llangan 

Old 

School 

Room 

Agent: 

Ian Goodenough 
& Associates 
Contractor: 

SJS Services Ltd 



This application relates to the total refurbishment of a vestry 
attached to Llangan Parish Church. The vestry had been 
declared as unsafe due to the deteriorating roof and floor 
structures, and had been out of use for several years. 

The refurbishment included a completely new roof structure 
and timber suspended floor. 

Underpinning was carried out to the external walls, together 
with thermal upgrading. A bio-disc sewage treatment plant and 
associated drainage field was installed, to allow much-needed 
flexible community use of an historic building. 

None of this regeneration would have been possible without 
the excellence of the demanding reconstruction, as illustrated 
in the photographs of before and after the work. 

BIG Lottery (Wales) has asked that the project be used as an 
exemplar for future excellence in linking community work to a 
high quality of sustainable construction. 




GEMINI# 
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2013 

Bijiidim CommunityyPublic Buildings 


EXCELLENCE^ 

AWARDS 



Stanwell 

School, 

Community 

Sports 

Hall 

Agent: 

Kennedy J. 

Griffiths 

Contractor: 

Delta Properties 
(Cardiff) Ltd 


kennedy james griffiths 

< 

CHARTERED ARCHITECTS - PROJECT MANAGERS 

We are pleased to be nominated 
for the Vale of Glamorgan 
Building Awards 

7 Oak Tree Court, 
Mulberry Drive, Cardiff Gate 
Cardiff-029 20 545100 







Construction, Design 
& Developments 

Experience working in public 
and private sectors, including: 

• Industrial work 

• Commercial work 

• Retail 

• New builds 

• Renovations & Extensions 

• General building work 

We are delighted to be 
nominated for the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Building Awards 2013 

08443 510710 

www.deltaproperty.co.uk 



This project was created to fill the grow¬ 
ing demands of the school curriculum 
for an additional sports facility with occa¬ 
sional drama use, including two first 
floor classrooms. 

The two-storey unit was designed to 
visually blend in with the facade of the 
existing building, including all aspects of 
the surrounding area, as this new unit 
would be adjacent to the main entrance 
of the school. Materials have been 
sourced locally, with sustainability in 
mind, to reduce the carbon footprint on 
transport associated with delivery of 



materials and removal of waste at the 
site. 


The building elements have an average 
U Value of 0.26Wlm2K throughout with 
a good air permeability test result of 5. 
The building’s position meant tight con¬ 
trol of health and safety, to minimise 
interference, and keep the site clean 
and tidy at all times. 

It was completed to a very high stan¬ 
dard, with excellent communication 
between the contractor and the Building 
Control surveyor. 


Pendoylan 

School 

Agent: 

Petersen Williams 

Chartered 

Architects 

Contractor: 

Pearces 

This application consisted of a new 
school hall and classroom block linked to 
the traditional and existing school build¬ 
ing. Alterations to the building were also 
undertaken by means of programmed 
building works, to minimise disruption to 
the school timetable. 

The extension’s contemporary design is 
in direct contrast to the existing building, 
yet sits comfortably within the rural village 
scene. 

The contractors maintained regular con¬ 
tact with Building Control, and have pro¬ 
duced a building with a first class finish. 



The Vale of Glamorgan Building Control Awards are kindly sponsored by: 

GEM 
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Sponsors of the VoG I 
Building Awards 2013 


barry-today.co.uk 

cowbridge-today.co.uk 

llantwit-major-today.co 

porthcawl-today.co.uk 

bridgend-today.co.uk 


ACD Skips 

ACD Skips is a famiiy-run company 
that was set up in Bridgend as a one- 
iorry operation in 1993. 

The company has grown in size quite consid¬ 
erably and has overcome many hurdles, due to 
the vast changes in Environmental Legislation 
and Waste Policies. 

It currently runs a fleet of waste collection 
vehicles with its own maintenance facility, and 
operates a materials recycling centre at prem¬ 
ises on Brynmenyn Industrial Estate, Bridgend, 
which is a central base with easy M4 access. 

The company is progressive, is open to any 
new waste reduction initiatives, and actively 
pursues new waste recycling ideas. 

It continues to source waste streams to 
recycling end-users. Understanding the require¬ 
ments of its customers, together with good 
service, remains a top priority. 



Hie IflaMontmi w 

GEM# 


THE Glamorgan GEM is proud to once 
again co-sponsor the tenth annual Vale 
of Glamorgan Building Awards. 

As the Vale’s most widely-read weekly news¬ 
paper, we are committed to supporting the com¬ 
munity as a whole, and local businesses in par¬ 
ticular. 

/As such, it gives us genuine pleasure to pub¬ 
licly acknowledge their professional achieve¬ 
ments - and what better way to do this than 
through these prestigious Vale of Glamorgan 
Council awards? 

The nominees listed in this special supple¬ 
ment had to fight off formidable competition to 
get this far and they can be justifiably proud of 
themselves 

The GEM, too, is pleased to play its part in 
honouring this Vale success story. 

CAROLINE ATTYA, General Manager 

The Mount 
Sorrel Hotel 


^ Councillor Eric Hacker, ^ 

the Mayor of the Vale of Glamorgan, 
is pleased to be associated with the 
Council's Building Control Group's 
tenth 'Building Awards' and wishes 
every success to the nominees. 


0 


Mae'r Cynghorydd Eric Hacker, 
Faer Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, yn 
falch o ymwneud a degfed 
cynllun 'Gwobrau Adeiladu' Gr\Vp 
Rheoli Adeiladu'r Cyngor ac yn 
dymuno pob llwyddiant i'r rhai 
sydd wedi'u henwebu. 


VALE OF 
GLAMORGAN 
COUNCIL 







PAY ONLINE FOR 
VALE PLANNING 
APPLICATIONS 

Planning accplication fees can now 
be paid by debit or credit card by 
using the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council website. 


Access 

valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/planning 

and follow the instructions provided 


or by phone call 

01446 704609 


a member of the 
Development Services 
will be available to guide you. 


THE Mount Sorrel Hotel, is an excel¬ 
lent venue for all your corporate 
needs, encompassing 40 quality en- 
suite bedrooms, a bar lounge and two 
restaurants. 

We also have available our Conway Suite, 
which can accommodate a maximum of 150 
guests for your seminar, luncheon, presenta¬ 
tion or dinner. 

We guarantee, to yourself and guests, the 
perfect hospitality experience - alongside a 
high and consistent standard of customer - 
care, food and beverage. 

Please contact us with your particular 
requirements. We will endeavour to meet your 
expectations at an affordable price that will 
encourage you to return. 

Nina Estate 
Agents Ltd 

LET us take the stress out of selling 
and buying, as we are the agents who 
care and are passionate about all our 
customers’ needs. 

We are a local team with over 20 years of 
experience, and are known for our profession¬ 
al, caring and courteous service. 

We offer a no-sale, no-fee basis and very 
competitive rates. We intensively advertise 
your property weekly and daily, via numerous 
websites and weekly advertisements in the 
local newspapers. 

As soon as you put your property on the 
market with us, we will use our experience, 
our knowledge, our trusted contacts and our IT 
system, to seek out the best and the most 
suitable buyers and tenants. 

We have a full range of residential sales 
and letting properties and are proud to offer a 
unique service. 

Call us on 01446 736888 for sales or 
01446 734668 for lettings, or visit 
WWW. ninaestateagents. co. uk 


Kh~ia 

I Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AA 


Sales: 01446 736888 
Lettings: 01446 734668 
www.ninaestateagents.co.uk 
email enquines@ninaestateagents.co.uk 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree priming • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


RIBA Chartered Architect 

Don Mitchell 
Associates 

Award winning Architecture 

Traditional and contemporary design 
Historic and Listed Buildings 
From planning to completion 


01446 771218 

Top floor, 39 High Street, COWBRIDGE 
donaldmitchell@btconnect.com 



Reupholstery, 
Curtain ~ 
& Net Centre 



• Superb range ofWindow Nets 

• Curtains made to measure 

• Fully lined, ready made curtains 

from £31.99 

• Curtain alteration service 
• Foam & seat cushions 

• Full reupholstery service 

01446 735259 

2 Church Rd, Cadoxton, Barry 
All major credit cards accepted 



Asbestos Removal & 
Disposal Services 

• Industrial 


• Commercial 

• Residential 

Fully licensed through the Health & Safety 
Executive: Licence Number: 4060905056 

‘'If in doubt, call 
the experts out!’ 

SERVICES WE OFFER: 

Asbestos Removal & Disposal • Asbestos 
Management, Refurbishment & Demolition 
Surveys • Demolition & Soft Stripping • Asbestos 
Sampling • Artex Ceiling Removal • Asbestos 
Shed & Garage Roofs removed & reinstated • 
Asbestos Soffits and Facia Boards • Asbestos 
Floor Tiles • Reinstatement Projects. 

Lowest prices guaranteed 

CALL NOW FOR A 
FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTATION FOR ANY OF 
THE ABOVE SERVICES. 


Unit 14, Palmerston Workshops, 
Palmerston Road, BARRY, 

Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2YZ. 
Tel: 01446 736002 • Fax: 05601 267075 
E-Mail: asguardltd@btconnect.com 
Mobile: 07843 578119 


ATTENTION 

Builders, Landscape 
Gardeners and DIY 

Sand, Chippings, Stone Dust, All In, 
Scalpings, Chippings, Slate, Top Soil and Turf. 
From small loads to large loads 

For collection or delivery 

From the Old Coal Yard, Barry Docks 
100 yards past CJ Contract Travel. 

OPEN 

8am-4.30pm Monday-Friday • 8am-12noon Saturday 
(Seasonal Saturday opening) 

Tel: 01446 720333 


Broad Street Garden Coitre 


MODERN DECORATIONS 

Your 1st choice ^ 
for curtains and blinds 


• View a wide range of Fabries in the 
eomfort of your own home or ofidee. 

• Curtains, aU valanees, tie haeks, 
eurtain traeks and poles. 

• Venetian, Vertieal, Roller and Roman 
Blinds. 

• Full measuring, make up and 
Fitting Serviee. 



Geoff Brown 

01446 739174 or 07718 536838 


Estimates Free (with no obKgation) 
over 30 years experience 
Find us on yell.com 

www.modemdecorations.co.uk 


Bonny Bier 


WaU & Floor Tiling Specialists 
FuU Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 
Underfloor heating 

vwvw.bonnytiler.co.L 


ts ^ 



Professional, reliable 01446 796582 

(Hi, and friendly service 07854 168459 


Family business with 
a large reputation! 


Bonny Tiler is a family run business 
whose dedication to quality and cus¬ 
tomer satisfaction has earned us a repu¬ 
tation to rival the large bathroom and 
tiling companies; however, our size 
means that you get ‘down to earth’ 
prices, one to one consultation and work 
based on what you want without the 
hard sell. 

We do all forms of tiling, under floor heating, 
bathroom and wet room installations, including 
disability work. 

Whether you are just thinking of refreshing 
your existing kitchen, bathroom or wanting a 
complete change we can bring your dreams to life. 
We offer a free no obligation quotation service. 
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A selection of local services and businesses 
to help you with planning/home improvements 


STEVE LEE 

BUI LDING CONTRACT OR 

Former Vale of Glamorgan Building 
Excellence Award Winner 2003 and 2008 
Accredited ‘Highly Recommended’ 2010 

k New Builds k Barn Conversions 
► Exte nsions ► Refurbishme nts 

Tel. Uantwit Major 01446 793141 


HAWKINS 

KITCHEN RENOVATIONS 


I ! 

Carpentry - Tiling - Plumbing - Decorating 
Multi Coloured LED Lighting 

ALL ASPECTS OF WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

Complete Bespoke Kitchen Refurbishment 

Transform your Kitchen 
before Christmas 

Call Paul on 01446 713813 
or 07701 011158 


ICARDIFFI 

LOCK ^ SAFE 

COMPANY LTD 

Suppliers of: • Chubb • Securikey 
»SMP under floor, wall & freestanding safes 
I EXTENSIVE SAFE SHOWROOM I 


TELEPHONE: 029 2049 9358 OR 029 2049 4992 
FAX: 029 2048 3558 www.cardifflocksmiths.com 
E-Mail: info@cardifflocksmiths.com 


39 CLIFTON STREET, ROATH, CARDIFF CF241LR 


Thm 

GEM 

Reaching the 
people from 
Penarth to 
Porthcawl 

Call 01446 
774484 

gemsales@ 

tindlenews. 

co.uk 


SOUTH WALES’ 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

actiondoors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 


GAIUoOR 


01656 659274 
01446 439214 




LiiiiiS ’ Y/iiidu 'y'/£i L'ii I 

SALE NOW ON 

New offers for 2013 

Make your home safe and warm... 

Doors • Windows • Conservatories 
Soffits • Fascias • Guttering 
Bifolds • Composite Doors • Repairs 


Call now for a free, 
no obligation quotation 

01446 74 ! 
Freephone 
[) 0260587 


Unit 16,Ty-Verlon Industrial Estate 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 
www.dinaswindows.co.uk 







• Mini Excavators & Dumpers 

• Full Range of Building 
Equipment 

• Ladders & Scaffold Towers 

• Hire, Sales & Repair of 
Power Tools & Equipment 

• Mower/Garden Equipment 
Service and Repair 

• Bottled Gas & Air Product 
Cylinders 

^ 01446 737301 
BROAD STREET, BARRY 



HIRE ASSOCIATION MEMBER 


COMFORTABLE-STYLISH... 
SOPHISTICATED... SIMPLY 



Contemporary 

and Traditional Kitchens 

Practical quality with unique style 

• FREE instore or on site planning 
Mode to measure 

• Worktops, sinks & appliances available 
Full installation or supply only 


Selective Bedrooms 

Space saving storage 
solutions tor tranquility 
& relaxation 

• FREE instore or on site design 

• Mode to measure 

• Range of finishes & designs 
from natural wood to 
pastel shades 



Experts on redesign 
and kitchen makeovers 

• Replacement doors, drawers & worktops 

• Over 60 colours with 25 designs 

• Free no obligation quotes 


Sout^ ^ ove>i 40 (feem 


O GREFFT KITCHENS LTD 211%, 

11-12 Subway Rood, The Waterfront, Barry CF63 4QT 
www.crefftkitchens.co.uk email: barrieswilliams@aoLcom 






Future Ideal 
Homes Ltd 

Installing trust 
and peace of mind 

Make your house a home! 

• Bespoke Kitchens, Bathrooms 
and Bedrooms 

• Garage conversions/loft conversions 

• Garden rooms 

• Vertex tile effect roofs 

• Stair glasss balustrades 

• Orangeries/conservatories 

• PVC-u, windows & doors etc 

• Aluminium, windows and doors etc 

• Fully qualified tradesmen in all 
fields of expertise 

• Facias and guttering 

• FREE full design packages 

• Free surveys and no obligation quotes 

• 10 year insurance back guarantees 

• 24hr repair service from a broken 
hinge to replacement glass unit 

• No job to small 

...and much more all through 
one company 


L i 


Tel: 0800 032 0921 ar 01446 733455 

Unit 3C, Palmersvale Business Centre, Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 

vwvw.futureidealhomesltd.com 
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A selection of local services and businesses to 
help you with planning/home improvements 


ractors ^ 


365 BUILDING 

& MAINTENANCE 

Building & Roofing Contractors 

(Plus Insurance Work) 

' Carpentry • Plumbing • Plastering • Painting 
' Electrics • Fascias & Gutters • Decorating 
• New Build • Garage Door Repairs 
> Extensions • Loft Conversions 

All work done by time served tradespeople. 

01446 734157 07920 436800 
07825 418757 


IRB^ 

C ontractor s 

Former nominee: Extension/Alteration category 

• New Builds • Extensions • Bam Conversions 
• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Landscaping 
Covering Bridgend & the Vale of Glamorgan 

For a free quote, call: 

01656 662821/07966 227684 

www.irbuildingcontractors.co.uk 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 


afs-uppumiuji 

CMiwiiiiE canffi 


PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 

Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 


Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 

r"DisCOUNTS FORTHEOVER 60s"““ JvS.S’ 

j on Tuesdays and Thursdays (Please ask in-store tor details) I 

Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


rtowroom^ 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & sn^ 

at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


» TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG < 


Crown Thinning • Pollarding • Felling • Reductions 

1 ^ 

RJ Trees Wales 


• All aspects of tree work 

"O VT 

undertaken 


Ir^ • Free Quotes 


1 "" • Fully Insured 

a _ 

1 • NPTC Trained Staff 


Tel: 07813 869615 / 01656 646017 


NARBETHS 


MECHANICAL SERVICES LTD 


Commercial Heating, 
Ventilation, Plumbing 
& Pipework Specialists 


49 Main Avenue, Brackla Industrial Estate 
Bridgend CF31 2AZ 
Tel: (01656) 669980 
Mobile: (07970) 270132 
Email: glen@narbeths.com Web: www.narbeths.com 



Jamie’s 

Furniture Store 


Up to 50% off 


to make way for new 
ranges coming soon 



Thompson Street, BARRY 

(Above SRG Carpets) 


Tel 01446 679256 

www.jamiesfurniturestore.com 



Timberaway 

Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

S 01446 402848 
i 07739 389578 


Metal Polishing & 
Engineering Services 

1 


With 30 plus years experience, we supply ... 

• Fabrication and welding - fire escapes, 
walk ways, structural steel, security grills, 
stainless railings. 

• Site fixii^ - through supply chain to 
Leadbitter, Bam, Interserve. 

• In house polishii^ - satin to mirror/finishii^. 

• Repair or replace service. 

• SSIP Accredited, Insured 
Work, After sales services, 

CSCS plus other. 

Contact us to discuss 
your requirements 

Unit 7A & B, Vale Business Park, CF717PF 
Tel/Fax: 01446 771679 / Mobile: 07791 622390 






PLUMBER 


% 


01446 402482 
07548 520412 


Prompt, (riendly, 

j 


The GEM 

Reaching the people from Penarth to Porthcawl 
Call 01446 774484 or gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 


E 012 


For the hooring you want in your business or home, 

Just pick up the phone 

0800 610 2012 

0788 301 2080 / 0740 331 0516 


floorinQ.com 

LI IQIMPCQ 


LOCAL, FRIENDLY FAMILY RUN BUSINESS. 

With over 20 years of experience in the flooring market (we're not really old - we just love flooring) 
2012 flooring aim to provide and deliver an unparalleled level of service and expert installation of 
a wide range of quality flooring. 2012 flooring wants you to experience a level of service that is 
second to none, whether it's in the office or home. Sit back and relax and allow 2012 flooring 
to show you that your next flooring purchase is just right for you. 

At 2012 flooring, the customer comes first - so look no further. ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED. 
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Courage and sacrifice of men from 
the Vale in the Battle of the Atlantic 


T his year is deemed the ‘Year 
of the Convoy 2013’ commemo¬ 
rating the 70th anniversary of 
the Battle of the Atlantic. 

A series of events are planned across the UK, 
and the theme will feature locally when the 
Merchant Navy Association’s (Wales) annual serv¬ 
ice takes place at Cardiff Bay. 

‘Let those who come after see to it that 
his name be not forgotten ’ 

Every name on all monuments represent a per¬ 
son. It is hoped over the next few months to look 
further behind the lists and names of those record¬ 
ed on the Merchant Navy monument of the Vale 
and find out more about their lives, and even 
deaths, men lost to save us all. 

It is important that our ‘forgotten service’ the 
British Merchant Navy is remembered. Men from 
the Vale of Glamorgan supported all of the 
Services assisting in the war effort. Although 
today’s seamen still have a tough life, they no 
longer have to fear the U-Boats. 

In 1939, Great Britain and France declared war 
on Germany, in accordance with their pre-war 
pledges to Poland. 

German submarines (previously deployed to 
operating areas in late August) began attacks upon 
British shipping during these early operations. 

The Steamship Athenia, a British passenger 
liner, 13,581 tons, belonging to the Anchor- 
Donaldson Line, was sunk by German submarine 
U-30 south of Rockall Bank on September 3, 

1938; 1,300 survived, and 112 lives lost. 

An annual remembrance and commemoration 
service is held at Tower Hill, London on the 
Sunday in September closest to Merchant Navy 
Day, September 3, in memory of merchant seafar¬ 
ers who died in World Wars One and Two and in 
conflicts up to the present day. 

The Battle of the Atlantic was a dominating fac¬ 
tor all through the war. Never for one moment 
could we forget that everything happening else¬ 
where, on land, at sea or in the air, depended ulti¬ 
mately on its outcome. 

Many men from the Vale - and they often left 
from Barry docks - never returned from the sea. 

Convoys were referred to by a letter and num¬ 
ber code. The letters would normally stand for the 
port of departure, and the port of destination; the 
numbers denoted the amount of previous convoys 
in that system. 

In August 1939, the Admiralty was made 
responsible for the control of merchant shipping, 
but only in designating if and when a ship should 
sail in a convoy, or if the ship was fast enough, to 
sail independently. 

It decided the course and speed, the rest was 
left to the civilian Ministry of Shipping (MoS) 
which later became the Ministry of War Transport 


(MoWT). It took responsibility for the destination 
and cargo of all ships, and had the power to requi¬ 
sition all allied and neutral ships. 

The average convoy consisted of between six 
and nine columns of ships with five ships in each 
column. The largest convoy ever was HX 300 
which had 167 ships sailing in nineteen columns. 

The HX series was also the longest running 
convoy series, starting from September 16, 1939 
with HX 1, and finishing with HX 358 on May 23, 
1945; in all there were 452 different convoy series 
throughout the war. 

The month of January in years 1940-45: 

On January 29, 1940, the Leo Dawson, a 
British steam merchant ship, was torpedoed by the 
Kreigmarines U-37, all 35 crew were lost. 

Her Chief Officer was William Morgan aged 
50, a son of William Harris Morgan and Deborah 
Morgan, and husband of Ivy Morgan, who lived in 
Barry. 

The following new year saw, on January 5, 

1941, the SS Shakespear on passage from Barry 
for Alexandria, shelled by the Italian submarine 
Comandante Alfredo Cappellini. It sunk with 20 
dead, the 22 survivors including the captain, aban¬ 
doned ship into their boats, and afterwards the 
submarine delivered the ‘coupe de grace’ and sank 
the burning vessel. 

Those recorded as lost from the local area were 
Gustav Arthur Blamander, William Burke, 

Thomas Roy Cridland, Frederick John Goodfellow 
and Frederck Jansson. 

Frederick John Goodfellow was a mess room 
boy aboard the SS Shakespear. He died when he 
was 17 the son of William (‘his loving father’) 
and Agnes Florence Goodfellow (‘his loving 
mother’), and brother to Minnie. 

Later the same month, the Almeda Star was on 
route from Liverpool to the River Plate when on 
January 17, 1941 she was torpedoed by German 
submarine U 96 and sunk; 360 lives were lost. 

The number ‘U-96’ is relative of ‘Das Boot’ fame. 

Locals lost were Thomas Orpheus Lewis, aged 
28, and Edwin Griggs, second engineer officer, 
aged 38, husband of Hilda Margaret Griggs of 
Barry. 

Again during the first month of 1941, the steam 
ship Homeside was sailing from Pepel to the Tees 
with a cargo of iron ore in convoy SL.62 and was 
probably straggling. 

The last reported position was 43.52N 18.40W 
on January 28, 1941. 

The circumstances of her loss remain unknown. 
There were no survivors. Two local men were lost, 
James Campbell, the third officer, aged 24, and 
the cook Harry Smith, aged 57. 

In the first month of 1942, January 7 saw the 
demise of the Caledonian Monarch. 

She straggled from station No.52 in convoy 
SC-63 and was reported missing. 


Paralympic sport on offer 
in local youth centres... 


THE Paralympic sport of 
boccia can now be played at 
several youth centres - after 
new equipment was bought 
with funding from Sport 
Wales ’ Community Chest 
scheme. 

A £1,484.18 grant has been 
awarded to the Vale Council’s 
Youth Service to give youngsters a 
chance to try their hand at the 
game, which is a cross between 
petanque and bowls. 

The boccia sets are available to 
be used by the youngsters who 
attend various groups at the fol¬ 
lowing centres; Ysgol Maes Dyfan 
Youth Club, Colwinston and Wick 
Youth Club, Byrd Crescent in 
Penarth, Murchfield in Dinas 
Powys, Area 41 in Barry and 
Llantwit Major Youth Centre. 

The council’s youth service 
applied for the grant after seeing 
the impact made by the London 
2012 Games. 

The youth service’s inclusion 
and development manager, Tina 
Simmons, said: “Following the 
success of the Paralympics, and 
the raised profde of sports such as 
boccia, 1 am pleased that we were 
successful with our community 
chest application which enabled 
us to buy boccia equipment. This 


will allow all of our youth service 
members the opportunity to devel¬ 
op their skills and participate in 
inter-club competitions, whatever 
their needs. ” 

Boccia is a fun sport that is 
easy to pick up and can be played 
by people with disabilities as well 
as non-disabled people. 

Just like bowls it involves play¬ 
ers throwing balls as close as they 
can towards a white target ball, 
also known as the jack. It became 
a Paralympic sport in 1984 and is 
played in over 50 countries world¬ 
wide. 

POSITIVE 

Delighted with how the new 
equipment could help raise aware¬ 
ness of disability sport among 
local young people, Simon Jones, 
the Vale Council’s disability sport 
Wales development officer, said: 
“Boccia can be played by anyone 
and I am very pleased that the 
Youth Services have made it possi¬ 
ble to play a Paralympic sport in 
several youth centres across the 
county. 

“I am also pleased that the 
Paralympics have had such a pos¬ 
itive effect in the Vale, leading to 
new opportunities such as this for 
disabled and non-disabled people 
to participate in sport together. ’’ 

Supporting grass-roots sport 


for over a decade. Sport Wales’ 
community chest scheme provides 
funding of up to £1,500 to sports 
clubs and organisations in Wales 
to help them offer high quality 
opportunities for local people of 
all ages to take part in sport and 
physical activity. 

The community chest scheme is 
managed locally by the Vale 
Council’s sports and play develop¬ 
ment team and is agreed by a 
panel of volunteers with support 
from Sport Wales. 

The panel meets every three 
months, and the scheme can pro¬ 
vide funding for a variety of pur¬ 
poses. In the latest grant awards 
more than £25,000 worth of fund¬ 
ing was agreed for 21 diffierent 
sports clubs and organisations. 

Among the awards were £1,500 
for the Vale District Scout Council 
to offer archery coaching sessions, 
£1,500for the Vale Reds disability 
football club to set up an under- 
16s team, and £1,500 for Rhoose 
Lifeguards to offer improved 
training facilities. 

To discuss a potential commu¬ 
nity chest application for your 
sports club or organisation, call 
the Vale Council’s sports and play 
development manager, Karen 
Davies, on 01446 704793. 


r 


The Baron Dechmont - 
torpedoed in 1943. 






ABOVE: 

The spectacle of a convoy 
preparing for its journey. 

No traces of the ship or her crew were ever 
found and she was considered lost either to enemy 
action or marine causes on January 14. 

The master, 41 crew members and four gunners 
were lost. Leonard Wilson, from Barry, an appren¬ 
tice, remained with the ship and his crew mates 
and it sank. 

The SS Baron Dechmont was a 3,675 ton 
British Cargo Steamer. 

On January 3, 1943 she was on route from 
Barry and Milford Haven for Pernambuco when 
she was torpedoed by German submarine U-507 
and sunk. 

Her captain was taken and became a prisoner of 
war. Among those lost from Barry were Michael 
Buckley, a ‘donkeyman’, aged 26, son of James 
and Julia Buckley, of Kinsale, Co. Cork, Irish 
Republic, husband of Eileen Buckley, of Barry, 
Glamorgan; Bertie George Burge, fireman and 
trimmer, aged 22; Percival Burnett, greaser, aged 
25; Robert Samuel Hortop, carpenter, aged 35, son 
of John Richard and Alice Hortop, of Barry, hus¬ 
band of Elizabeth Hortop, of Barry; Frederick 
Lean, fireman and trimmer, aged 59; Norman 
Reeves, fireman and trimmer, aged 21, son of 
George Worthy Reeves and Lilian Maud Reeves, 
of Barry Island. 

The British Dominion MV was a British Motor 
Tanker on January 11, 1943, was on route from 
Cura 9 ao-Trinidad-Gibraltar in Convoy TM-1 as a 
straggler, and carrying a cargo of 9,000 tons of 
aviation spirit, when she was torpedoed by 
German submarine U-522 and damaged. 

The abandoned wreck was later sunk by 
German submarine U-620 with gunfire. 

A total of 33 crew members and four gunners 
were lost. The master, 10 crew members and five 
gunners were picked up by the British corvette 
HMS Godetia (K 226) (Lt A H Pierce QBE) and 
landed at Gibraltar. 

Among those not to return home were John 
Thomas Aistrope, boatswain/bosun, aged 32, son 
of George and Alice Aistrope, husband of Marion 
Florence Aistrope, of Barry; Daniel Barry, able 
seaman, aged 29, son of Laurence and Jemima 
Barry, husband of S F Barry, of Barry Docks; 
Michael Carabott; Charles John Chislett, aged 37, 
son of Charles and May Chislett, husband of Ivy 
Alexandria Chislett, of Barry; William Desmond 
Mcalinden, aged 35, son of William McAlinden, 
and of L. McAlinden, of Frankton Junction, 
Auckland, New Zealand; Samuel W Taylor, aged 
29; David Patrick Tobin, aged 38, husband of 
Margaret Tobin, of Liverpool; and Alfred Toland, 
aged 36, a fireman and greaser: his death is 
recorded as January 10, 1943. 

The Empire Housman, January 5, 1944... 



The Merchant Navy monument that 
commemorates men from the Vale. 


On December, 1943, U-545 (Mannesmann) 
fired four torpedoes at the convoy ON-217 in 
60°30N/24°35W and heard four detonations. 

Mannesmann claimed hits on four ships and 
observed one ship sinking on January 1. However, 
the only ship hit was Empire Housman (master 
David John Lewis), which did not sink after this 
attack. 

At 03.55 hours on January 3, 1944, the Empire 
Housman, now straggling from the convoy, was 
hit by two torpedoes from U-744 and foundered 
two days later. 

One crew member was lost. The master, 37 
crew members and seven gunners were picked up. 

Ashbury was launched at West Hartlepool in 
1924 as the ‘NitedaT. 

A year later she was the ‘CairnhilT. In 1935 
she was bought by ‘the flying bug line’, the 
Alexander Shipping Line, which used a busy bee 
on its blue house flag. 

It renamed the vessel Ashbury. On January 8, 
1945, 42 persons on board drowned when she ran 
aground in a gale. 

Except for the war conditions under which she 
was compelled to sail, the SS Ashbury would not 
have left Loch Ewe. 

Among those who died were James Ivor 
Morgan, second officer, aged 51, the son-in-law of 
William Ingli James and Mien Augusta James, 
husband of Alma Glencoe James, of Barry; 
William Robert Locke, senior ordinary seaman, 
aged 17, son of William and Florence Locke, of 
Barry. 

British Merchant seamen faced up to the hor¬ 
rors of war with courage and composure. 

JIM GREENWAY 
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OZB Windows... Simply the Best 


Customers vote MPN best in Wales! 


Six-times World Snooker 


Champion presents award 

The family-run window and conservatory company 
that has showrooms in Cardiff, Swansea, Neath, Port 


Talbot, Bridgend and Aberdare - has been voted best 


in Wales m a national consumer survey. 


The result was calculated from theCustomer 


Satisfaction returns of nearly 16,000 households 


across Britain and Ireland - every single customer 


of every member company for the whole year, with 


the award being presented by snooker legend 
Steve Davis at Network VEKA’s AGM in Cheshire, 


Six times World Champion, Steve, who is also the 


Brand Ambassador for Network VEKA, told the MPN 
team, “All Network VEKA members maintain incredi 
bly high standards, so you really are competing 
against the best of the best. Congratulations,’ 


MPN’s Paul Webster collected the trophy and said of 
the win: “Our reputation is very important to us and 
we are extremely committed to customer service. 
It’s great to be recognised for all our hard work,’ 


In our photograph, Steve Davis presents the trophy 


to Paul and Melanie Webster and Paul and Hannah 


Glastonbury, 




t(!a> 


MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 
member is recommended by Steve Davis 
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Call 07«>76 G40959 


Free Conservatory 
D»ign Service Available 

We supply & fit Fascias, 
Guttecs & Oownpipes 


FREE ONI INIE QUOTES 
mpGBpmsdiRioiisxom 
«Icm CR 07976 640959 




Bridgend 01656 648464 
Cardiff 02920 508770 

Email: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Opening Hours 9am to 9pm 7 days a week 
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FINANCE 
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•ISTc 


PAY NO VAT! 

20% OFF 

EVERYTHING! 

IN JANUARY 



TEL: 01446 439212 

for the Vale 

lOA Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL 
Unit 2, Leckwith Rood, Cardiff CFl 18AP 
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Art celebration of 
Dyffryn Gardens 



Left to right; Bernard van Lierop, the Lady 
Mayoress, and the Mayor of the Vale. 


BUTCHER’S 
JOKE PHOTO 
GOES VIRAL! 


AN exhibition of 
prints by artist 
Bernard van 

Lierop, has been 
opened by the 
Mayor of the Vale 
of Glamorgan, 
Conn Eric Hacker, 
at the Travellers 
Gallery in Barry. 

The artist‘s work was 
inspired by the changing 
moods and seasons of 
Dyffryn Gardens. 

He was recently an 
artist in residence work¬ 
ing at Dyffryn with the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Artists 
(WWW. voga. org. uk) 

His exhibition, ‘Prints 
of Dyffryn Gardens’, 
coincides with the news 
of the important involv- 
ment of the National 


Trust in the historic 
house and gardens. Its 
50-year lease from the 
Vale Council bodes well 
for its future as a tourist 
attraction and cultural 
centre. 

The Travellers in 
Mind Cafe/Gallery is a 
work experience project 


run by Mind in the Vale. 
It can be found on 
Platform 1, Barry 
Station, Broad Street, 
Barry, CF62 7AE. 

The exhibition is 
jointly run by MIND and 
VOGA and is open week¬ 
day mornings only, until 
March 7. 


A Barry butcher has 
poked a little fun at 
one of its giant com¬ 
petitors by placing a 
sign outside the 
shop - ‘No horse- 
meat available - try 
a supermarket’. 

The sign was placed 
outside Vic Hopkins & 
Son family butchers in 
High Street and caused 
a stir with passers-by, 
and on the internet. 

Tony Hopkins told 
The GEM: “It was an 
opportunity too good to 
miss - big time! 

“People have been 
going past the shop hav¬ 
ing a real laugh. 

“I put it on Facebook 
and got 457 shares, 887 



David having a 
little fun at Goliath’s 
expense! The sign 
reads: 

“No horsemeat 
available - try a 
supermarket”. 


likes and 5,574 hits.” 

The photograph has 
been so popular that it 
was sent onto another 
site and has got 20,000 
hits. 



Support sought for 
‘hydrotherapy’ project 


LOCAL MPAlun 
Cairns MP is sup¬ 
porting a bid by 
Barry residents who 
aim to build the 
Woodland Aquatic & 
Wellbeing Centre - a 
hydrotherapy pool 
complex at a disused 
site on Woodlands 
Road. 

Over recent months, 
Craig and Natalie 
O’Shea, and their busi¬ 
ness partner Sarah 
Moignard, have met the 


Vale MP several times 
on the site to discuss 
their intention to create 
a facility centred around 
a hydrotherapy pool that 
will give adults and 
children suffering from 
profound physical dis¬ 
abilities the opportunity 
to experience movement 
without pain. 

The partners say they 
are now seeking finan¬ 
cial support from the 
Barry Regeneration 
Scheme, the Waterloo 


Foundation and British 
Gas to add to their own 
significant financial 
investment in the proj¬ 
ect. 

Mr Cairns said: “I 
know that the business 
partners are committed 
to using as much locally 
sourced materials, 
labour and suppliers as 
possible throughout the 
project, which is really 
positive and will help 
the economy of Barry 
too.” 


WHAT^S ON ! in brief 


Sgwrs Cymraeg 

MAE grwp sgwrsio Cymraeg yn 
cwrdd ddydd lau olaf pob mis o 
8.30yn yn Glwb Cymdeithasol y West 
End, St Nicholas Road, Y Barri. 
Grwp croesawgar a llac. 

P’un a ydych yn rhugl, dysgu neu 
ddim ond eisiau i ymarfer mae croeso 
i bawb - am fwy o wybodaeth 
cysylltwch ag Anna ar 07931849258. 

Welsh chat 

A WELSH language and chat group 
meets on the last Thursday of the 
month from 8.30pm at the West End 
Social Club, St Nicholas Road, 
Barry; a welcoming and easy-going 
group. 

Whether you are fluent, learning or 
just want to brush up, all are welcome 
- for more information contact Anna 
on 07931849258. 

Shado’ws Club 

THE South Wales Shadows Club 
meets on Eebruary 12, at Penarth 
Conservative Club, Stanwell Road 
(029 2030 9979) at 8pm; usually £3, 
all welcome. 

Nearly new sale 

NCT Vale and Valleys branch will 
hold a ‘nearly new’ sale at 
Cowbridge Leisure Centre, The 
Broadshoard, Cowbridge, CE71 
7DA, on Saturday, March 2, 11am- 


12.30pm (doors open 10.45am for 
NCT members with membership 
card). Entrance/suggested donation 
£1 per adult. 

Baby/childrens’ clothes, toys, 
equipment (eg. prams) and maternity 
wear. Sellers contact Julie on 01656 
662564 or email 

nctnearlynewsales@live.co.uk. 

Donations, cakes and raffle prizes 
gratefully received. Proceeds in aid of 
The National Childbirth Trust Vale 
and Valleys branch (formerly 
Bridgend, Cowbridge and Llantwit 
Major branch). 

Charity ball 

THE Mayor of Barry, Coun Les 
Sword, will be holding his charity 
ball on Eriday, April 19, in the 
Memorial Hall Theatre, Gladstone 
Road, Barry, at 7pm in aid of Ty 
Hafan, Children’s hospice in Sully 
and Teenage Cancer Trust, Special 
Unit at University Hospital Wales, 
Cardiff. 

Tickets, £30, five-course meal, raf¬ 
fle and auction; entertainment from 
The Jacks and disco. 

Tickets from Barry Town Council, 7 
Gladstone Road, Barry. Contact Julie 
Hurd, Mayor’s secretary, on 01446 
704921 or e-mail juliehurd@barry- 
towncouncil.gov.uk for more informa¬ 
tion. 


Regeneration, 
just the start 


THE Minister for 
Regeneration in 
Wales, Huw Lewis, 
met Jane Hutt AM 
last week to discuss 
the latest round of 
regeneration fund¬ 
ing announcements 
and developments. 

She reported that the 
Minister was “positive” 
about future prospects 
for the regeneration of 
Barry, beyond the first 
three years of£9m 
funding announced in 
March 2010, and that 
the regeneration was 
only the beginning. 

“He pointed to the 
fact that Barry is the 
youngest regeneration 
area in Wales and as a 
coastal town this puts 


Barry in a favourable 
position for future 
Welsh Government 
funding. 

“He was particularly 
positive about the 
engagement of the pri¬ 
vate sector such as the 
Premier Inn, and was 
keen to visit Barry 
again soon to empha¬ 
sise to the people and 
businesses of the town 
they should feel confi¬ 
dent about the future. 

“His words have 
been matched with his 
commitment to 
£6.5million of funding 
over the past three 
years, which has 
already made a differ¬ 
ence across the town, 
with a further £3.3mil- 
lion announced recent¬ 
ly.” 



ABOVE: 

Jane Hutt AM and Huw Lewis, Minister for 
Regeneration, discuss regeneration. 


Ty Hafan lottery 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
758. 

• £2,000: 279735. 

• The rollover, which 
now stands at £6,000 
was not won this week. 

• £10: 106591, 

812643, 931425, 401818, 
399291, 886028,876940, 
321416, 379104, 615539, 
685142, 327834, 736096, 
526566, 587845, 330296, 
176223, 387928, 970797, 
764767, 319414. 

• £5: 380830,490564, 
138479, 198778, 514046, 
864772, 204122, 920914, 
274224, 424404, 469497, 


325976, 950536, 533994, 
413354, 933941, 294214, 
586471, 952071, 448362, 
648049, 402888, 393545, 
351012, 176105, 803948, 
842253, 476730, 176657, 
609037, 434749, 224578, 
845311, 114078, 810226, 
246744, 310638, 929100, 
168967, 347089, 917084, 
567621, 578211, 569240, 
490120, 244928, 601739, 
657877, 439488, 665815, 
976589, 310392, 363802, 
841285, 400888, 233101, 
633855,371980, 000407. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please telephone 029 2067 
2062. 



Left to right: Membership officer, Norma Reynolds, Judy James, 
Linda, and Linda’s sponsor, Hilary Laurence. 


New member 
creates a buzz! 


AT the recent supper meeting of held for 23 years prior to her retire- 
Soroptimist International, ment. 

Barry and District, president Linda lives with her husband, Dan, 
Judy James welcomed Lynda in Barry. She is a keen beekeeper and 
Lott-Miller as a member of the bas two apiaries as well as an allot- 
club. rnent. 

Linda was the first crime scene To find out more about us visit 
investigator in Wales, a position she www.sigbi.org/barry-and-district 

MAESTEG EGGHEADS 
WIN ROTARY’S QUIZ 


¥ 



THE final of the Area-7 Rotary 
quiz was recently held at The Old 
House, Llangynwyd, between 
Maesteg Rotary Club and 
Swansea Valley Rotary Club. 

An excellent contest resulted and 
after the 10 rounds, Maesteg came 


out on top and retained the area 
shield, which was donated by Mr 
and Mrs Viv Gage. 

The picture shows the victorious 
Maesteg team of Norman Boyle, 
Robert Davies (president) and Allan 
Reed. Maesteg now look forward to 
the district final. 


GEM READEIS’ LETTEES EXTRA 

PARK FRIENDS OFFER 
THANKS FOR SUPPORT 


WOULD be 
grateful if you 
would include 
this letter in your 
next edition, to 
enable us to thank 
the many people 
who have support¬ 
ed and contributed 
to the success of 
our programme of 
events in Victoria 
Park, Barry, in 
2012. 

A varied programme 
of free events has seen 
the number of people 
attending grow substan¬ 
tially every year over the 
last four years. 

Such events have 
enabled the Friends of 
Victoria Park group (for¬ 
merly the Victoria Park 
Dog Walkers) to raise 
money for The Dogs 
Trust, PDSA, Guide 
Dogs for the Blind and 
Cardiff Dogs Home. 

Money collected has 
been raised by selling 
homemade cakes and 
refreshments at the 
events and knitting and 
selling dog coats. 

So, a huge ‘thank 
you’ goes to everyone, to 
people who donated 
wool and baking ingredi¬ 
ents, and to the members 
of the Friends group and 


other individuals who 
gave their time and ener¬ 
gy to help organise and 
man the events. 

A grand total of 
£3,259.50 was raised, 
thanks to the people who 
supported the events by 
turning up, whatever the 
weather, to enjoy the 
entertainment and to buy 
our wares. 

We could not have 
achieved this fantastic 
amount were it not for 
the hard work of John 
Greatrex, the park man¬ 
ager, and the boys, who 
worked hard to ensure 
that the park is at its best 


all year round and have 
readily undertaken the 
huge amount of donkey 
work involved in setting 
things up for the events. 

We sincerely hope 
that the funding for the 
role of park manager 
will be upheld in 2013 
so that Victoria Park can 
continue to be the asset 
it is - not only for the 
Cadoxton community 
but for the whole of 
Barry. 

Sian Jones, Barry 
( Chairperson, Friends 
of Victoria Park Group) 


HAZARDS ON 
THE ROAD 

I DRIVE on the Dinas Powys to Barry 
road every Wednesday night, and it is 
not only car drivers who should be 
aware of other road users. 

Most Wednesdays, near where a tragic accident 
occurred last year, I often have to overtake cyclists 
with a death wish, ie all wearing black hoods, no 
lights - except maybe a twinkling pedal, and proba¬ 
bly headphones on, wandering from side to side. 

Also pedestrians walk on the wrong side of the 
road, their backs to oncoming traffic - again com¬ 
pletely in black. 

Then there are the cars with fog lights perma¬ 
nently on, reflecting into oncoming traffic, espe¬ 
cially when the road is wet and, lastly, taxi drivers 
overtaking indiscriminately. 

(Name and address supplied) 
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VALE’S ‘SKI SLOPES’ SEES SLEDGING, 
WHILE OTHERS PLAY IN THE SNOW 


WINTER sports are normally the domain of Switzerland and Austria, but this week 
saw people taking to the Vale’s ‘ski slopes’. 

As you can see from the pictures, the ladies of Aberthin were keen to show the young¬ 
sters that they too were capable of sledging downhill! 

Elsewhere, people enjoyed the opportunity to build snowmen and throw snowballs. 



The Aberthin ladies take to the slopes! 



Amelia (6) 
and Victoria 
(19 months) 
playing in 
their garden 
at Wick. 



GIANT MOTORHOME PROVES TO BE A 
CHRISTMAS PRESENT TO REMEMBER! 


AT Christmas, we wanted to spend a 
relaxing time together as a family; my 
wife, Caroline and I planned to whisk her 
parents away to the Cotswolds for some 
quality time with little Harriett. 

It was going to be idyllic, but it quickly became 
apparent that transporting five people with copious 
amounts of luggage in comfort was going to be dif¬ 
ficult - and then try booking accommodation over 
this period. If you could find any, it was very costly. 

And so it was that a family of five spent 
Christmas together under one roof in the Marquis 
Majestic 180 six-berth motorhome. It was like a 
Famous Five adventure. What’s more we all got on 
without any arguments. This was a family first. 

This behemoth of a vehicle, based on the Peugeot 
Boxer 2.2-litre diesel van, easily swallowed all our 
luggage, including Christmas presents, while also 
providing a comfortable environment for the five of 
us to safely travel in. Harriett’s car seat fitted with¬ 
out issue. Few vehicles on the roads today could 
actually provide such room without requiring an 
HGV licence. 

Probably the most striking aspect of the 180 was 
its sheer size and at first it could appear quite daunt¬ 
ing to the driver and, indeed, their front passenger. 

However, once inside, its size was quickly for¬ 
gotten as the gutsy diesel engine made light work of 
the journey. The test took place during countless 
severe weather warnings across storm-battered 
Britain. 

Despite its six-foot plus height the 180 felt stable 
as it ploughed through treacherous floods and high 
winds without complaint. 

On the motorway, sixth gear and cruise control 
maintained a steady 70mph while it returned over 
30mpg. More challenging hills, and there were plen¬ 
ty of them in the Cotswolds, required third or even 
second gear on occasions. 

The engine became gradually more raucous 


MOTORING with 
TIM SAUNDERS 


under pressure but that was to be expected with its 
sheer weight. 

Driving such a sizeable beast forced the driver to 
think ahead and perhaps the biggest challenge was 
parking. 

It wasn’t simply a matter of finding a space and 
parking in it as you might a small hatchback. Even 
if there was a large enough space, the driver needed 
to anticipate how they would safely manoeuvre both 
in and out. 

For instance, on one occasion I reversed into a 
sizeable space in a car park. On exiting, if I was in 
any other vehicle I would simply have swung the 
steering wheel to the right and safely made my exit. 

If I did this in the 180 I would have taken the car 
to my right with me. It was, therefore, necessary to 
drive to my left into the far corner of the car park 
and carefully reverse far enough back to allow me to 
safely turn right and leave. 

It was helpful that there was a rear window 
(many motorhomes do not have them). Still, I heav¬ 
ily relied on the wing mirrors for reversing. 

I recommend ensuring that a reversing camera is 
fitted for an easier life. We spied a suitable parking 
space by the side of the road in picturesque Stow- 
on-the-Wold and promptly squeezed in without 
issue. 

You would think that to exit would simply be a 
matter of manoeuvring, indicating and leaving, but I 
was surprised at the number of pedestrians walking 
round the rear of the motorhome, seemingly oblivi¬ 
ous to the fact that I was trying to reverse to avoid 
clipping the car in front. 

The same occurred when Christmas lights, clum¬ 
sily fitted above a one-way street, had fallen down, 
making passage even by the smallest cars nigh on 
impossible without scraping them. 


I didn’t realise this until they were in my line of 
vision and so had to perform a u-tum, which was 
fine as there was plenty of room. The problem was 
that no cars or indeed pedestrians behind were pre¬ 
pared to wait for me to make this move. We got 
there in the end - a little while later the police closed 
the road. 

While driving, it was not unusual for other 
motorists to simply pull out in front of the 180, 
probably for fear of being stuck behind. This was, of 
course, completely unjustified as it would keep up 
with the best of them, if necessary. 

The well-appointed motorhome enabled us to be 
masters and mistresses of our own destiny. No 
motorway services for us, thank you very much. We 
enjoyed a civilised lunch in a scenic location when¬ 
ever we wished. 

“It’s fitted with two propane gas bottles,” 
explained Ed Stoop, an extremely helpful and 
enthusiastic salesman at Marquis Motorhomes. 
“Propane gas doesn’t freeze and so it is perfect for 
camping in cold weather.” That gas was well used 
because it kept the motorhome toasty warm when 
parked, while also heating water for the shower and 
providing fuel for cooking. 

Overall, it is always a great privilege to drive a 
Marquis Motorhome and the 180 is the biggest and 
best of them. It is a house on wheels and it is an 
incredible feat of engineering. 

My mother-in-law summed up the experience: 
“Excellent, comfy seats and beds, good size fridge 
and an easy to use cooker. At my time of life, I like 
my creature comforts when travelling, and it’s so 
handy to have your own toilet and not have to use 
those dreadful public conveniences.” 

Watch the videos at www.testdrives.biz 

Peugeot 2.2-litre van conversion: New price: 
from £43,495 OTR; 0-60mph: it will do...; 
Economy: 32mpg; Power: 120bhp; Top speed: over 
lOOmph. 



FUTURE OF 
CARDIFF 
AIRPORT IS 
RAISED IN 
HOUSE OF 
COMMONS 


VALE MP Alun 
Cairns has raised 
the Welsh 
Government’s 
planned purchase 
of Cardiff Airport 
on the floor of the 
House of Commons 
- and called for a 
positive engage¬ 
ment with interna¬ 
tional airlines. 

During Welsh 
Questions last week in 
Westminster, Mr Cairns 
asked David Jones MP, 
Secretary of State for 
Wales, what recent dis¬ 
cussions he has held on 
aviation policy in 
Wales. 

The Minister con¬ 
firmed that discussions 
had taken place with 
Cabinet colleagues and 
the Eirst Minister about 
Cardiff Airport, and avi¬ 
ation policy in Wales 
more generally. 

Mr Cairns asked the 
Secretary of State to 
help encourage new air¬ 
lines to consider using 
Cardiff Airport in order 
to increase the number 
of destinations it serves, 
and to ensure the sus¬ 
tainability of the airport 
in the future. 

Mr Cairns said: “I 
thought it vital that the 
Secretary of State for 
Wales had the proposed 
purchase of Cardiff 
Airport by the Welsh 
Government front of 
mind. 

“I was keen to ensure 
that the Minister would 
be proactive in encour¬ 


aging new airlines to 
consider using Cardiff 
airport. 

“I also stressed the 
importance of the 
British Airways 
Maintenance Centre, 
which uses the runway. 
BAMC provides a sig¬ 
nificant number of jobs 
and subsequently that 
local employment helps 
support many communi¬ 
ties in the Vale. 

Mr Cairns said that 
he had concerns about 
using public funds to 
buy the airport, saying: 
“I don’t believe that you 
need to own an airport 
to support an airport. 

“I have previously 
criticised the Welsh 
Government for not 
supporting the airport in 
the same way as the 
Scottish Government 
supports Edinburgh and 
Glasgow. 

“Last month, I took 
two private investors to 
see the owners. They 
were keen to support, 
but the Welsh 
Government seems to 
be squeezing out private 
interest. 

“I have also been 
talking to an interna¬ 
tional airline which has 
exciting prospects for 
Cardiff and the Vale. 

The Welsh 

Government’s current 
actions sends all the 
wrong messages. 

“I will be doing all I 
can to help support 
Cardiff airport as it 
looks to develop and 
attract airlines and pas¬ 
sengers in the future.” 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE: 5:00PM 30 January 2013 


^ homes4 

HOTLI^ 

0144B 709840 



To apply call the hotline, e-mail us at 
HOMES4UOvaleofgla(Tiorgan.gov.uk 
or apply in writing to: 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Legal. Public Protection and Housing Department 
Civic Offices Holton Road, Barry CF63 4RU or 
Newydd Housing Association 
121 Broad Street. Barry CF62 7AL 
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USA talk recalls the 
harsh conditions in 
Welsh slate industry 


NEARLY 90 hardy 
members of 

Porthcawl University 
of the Third Age 
braved the freezing 
weather to attend the 
January speaker 
meeting at The Rest 
Hotel, Porthcawl. 

The rise and fall of the 
north Wales slate indus¬ 
try and its barons was the 
talk given by Cowbridge 
U3A member Gwerfyl 
Gardner, who grew up in 
the area. Slate is a vol¬ 


canic ash sedimentary 
rock and has been used 
for everything from fenc¬ 
ing enclosures and grave¬ 
stones to flooring in St 
Asaph Cathedral and 
roofing Boston Airport in 
America. 

It has been exported 
around the world and at 
its peak, the industry 
employed around 17,000 
people. 

Workers had incredi¬ 
bly hard and often short 
lives, with 36 per cent 
dying from lung prob- 


‘Watch out for the 
blue bag throwers’ 


READER’S VIEW 


I am sick and tired of 
hearing about more 
instances of dog fouling 
in the area. 

Animal clinics in 
Boverton, Llantwit 
Major, Cowbridge and 
Barry have confirmed to 
me that all it requires is 
a licence (similar to 
those used in the day of 
licensing by the police) 
registering all dogs. 

A simple injection for 
a small amount of blood 
will prove the dog’s DNA 
- end of problem. 

There is no way out 
for the owners. A law 
giving a minimum fine of 
£100, plus a further fine 
of £50, followed each 
time they break the law 
by another £50, will 
soon stop dogs being 


allowed to carry on. 
Either that, or ‘DON’T 
HAVE A DOG’. It’s as 
simple as that! 

Blind dog owners are 
already aware that they 
are not included. 

I would like to thank 
Vale MP Alun Cairns, 
who has assisted me to 
bring the matter to the 
public, who have also 
helped to keep up the 
pressure through The 
GEM. Let’s hope our MP 
will put pressure to 
bring in a new law asap. 

In the meantime, let 
us all watch out for the 
BBT (Blue Bag 
Throwers). 

Alf Ford, 

Llantwit Major 


lems - which the owners 
would not accept was 
caused by slate dust - 
and the harsh working 
conditions in the 
Gwynedd mountains. 

Slate and coal have 
similar histories and cul¬ 
tures; both are mined 
above and below ground 
and produced extreme 
wealth for privileged 
families such as the 
Assheton-Smiths at 
Llanberis, the Oakeleys 
at Maentwrog and the 
Penrhyn family in 
Bangor. 

All UK school chil¬ 
dren had a Welsh writing 
slate and chapels, male 
voice choirs, brass bands, 
and debating groups 
were popular social 
activities for workers, in 
stark contrast to the Slate 
Barons’ extravagant 
lifestyles. 

Britain’s largest ever 
industrial dispute, the bit¬ 
ter and infamous three- 
year lockout of 2,800 
men at Lord Penrhyn’s 
Bethesda quarry in 1900, 
began the slate industry’s 
long decline. 

Lord Pemhyn was 
then the largest landown¬ 
er in Wales and the irony 
of the tragedy is that the 
quarrymen’s descendants 
now own the estate - 
through the National 
Trust. 

GARY 

VICTOR 



ABOVE: The school’s triumphant chess team. 


Nine chess trophies for 
Howell’s School team 


CHESS is often thought of as a 
male sport, but girls at Howell’s 
School, Llandaff (GDST) are 
challenging the stereotypes and 
achieving great success. 

At the Welsh Junior Girls’ Chess 
Championships at Monmouth on 
January 13, where large numbers of 
girls from all over Wales took part, 
Howell’s pupils came away with nine 
trophies and were winners in four of 
the six age groups. 

Two chess clubs, one for the seniors 
and one for the junior school, are 
flourishing under the tutelage of Mr 
Kevin Thomas. 

The girls enjoy the fun, the compet¬ 
itive element and the team spirit 
engendered when they play together 
for the school in competitions. 

The under-8 competition saw a 
Howell’s clean sweep, with seven- 
year-olds Venetia Sivarajasingam, 
from Penylan, Cardijf, the winner, fol¬ 
lowed by Nayana Kalavala in second 
place and Nandini Prasad, who both 


live in the Heath area, in third. 

The under-9s champion was 
Susanna Eraser (eight), of Llanishen. 

In the large under-11 section, 
Shayanna Sivarajasinga (10) emulat¬ 
ed her sister’s success in the under-8 
category, her victory producing a rare 
family double triumph. 

Alyssa Wang (12), from Whitchurch, 
who has already represented Wales in 
international competitions, was the 
under-14 champion. 

Other successes gained were those 
of Alyssa’s sister Emily (nine), who 
shared second place in the under-10 
class with her fellow pupil Neya 
Govindaraj, also 9 and from 
Danescourt, and Tahlia Morgan-Rose 
(11), from Rhiwbina, who was runner- 
up in the under-12 section. 

The youngest trophy winner, 
Nayana, said: “It was great to play 
chess. You have to think a lot and I 
like thinking, ” while Shayanna 
enthused: “I enjoy meeting friends at 
chess and making new ones. ” 


Snow does not 
deter walkers! 


DUE to the weather 
conditions, it was 
decided to revise the 
scheduled walk that 
was to take place in 
the Brecon and 
Llanfrynach area - 
instead, the Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Ramblers met at 
Pontyclun car park 
for a local walk. 

Leaving the car park, 
the conditions were very 
slippery underfoot, but 
we continued slipping 
and sliding as we went 
on ourway, a spokesper¬ 
son reports. 

Proceeding along the 

MP joins 
bee fight 

Vale MP Alun Cairns 
recently joined a giant 
‘bumble bee’ and 
campaigners from 
Friends of the Earth 
to draw attention to 
the alarming decline 
in UK bee numbers. 

He was one of more 
than 125 MPs to show 
their support after 
Friends of the Earth 
launched its ‘Bee Cause’ 
campaign, backed by 
more than 80,000 peo¬ 
ple, which calls for the 
Government to introduce 
a National Bee Action 
Plan aimed at saving the 
bees. 


road for a while, we 
eventually made our way 
up the road towards 
Llantrisant Forest. While 
it was lovely walking in 
the powdery snow, it was 
also hard work, both on 
the legs and the lungs. 

We continued walking 
upwards through some 
fields, but we had to 
make our way back to the 
road to continue on our 
way. We made our way 
up through the forest, 
using the clear tracks. 

The two stops allowed 
us to have our coffee and 
lunch breaks looking at 
the views that were 
afforded to us. 

Although not a sunny 
day, the sky was clear 
enough for us to see for 
miles. 

Walking across fields 
that had not been walked, 
having to cope with the 
deep snow in some parts, 
was hard work but worth 
it for the views. 

Making our way back 
into the forest, we made 
our way following the 
road back down to Talbot 
Green, and back to 
Pontyclun, picking up 
the path along the Afon 
Clun, back to the village 
of Pontyclun. 

Our thanks to Helen 
Fletcher and Del Rees for 
leading us on this lovely 
walk. 

Further information 
regarding the Vale of 
Glamorgan Ramblers 
can be found on the web¬ 
site on www.valeofglam 
organramblers. co. uk/ 


174 Holton 
Bjrry 
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GROVE ESTATES 



CHURCH COTTAGE, RHOOSE 

A beautifully maintained & extended 3 
bedroom semi detached properly 
Original cottage dating back to around 
early 19th century & extended in approx 
1980's 

Generously proportioned grounds to rear 
Parking for approx 56 cars & a balcony 
accessed from main bedroom with views 
over Rhoose 

The properly is being sold as freehold & 
open to reasonable 
offers 


£265,000 




PLAS ESSYLLT, SUNNYCROFT 
LANE, DINAS I^OWYS 

• Immaculately presented 2 bedroom 
1st floor maisonette 

• Gas central heating & double glazed 

• Private front & rear gardens 

• Balcony with views over Dinas 
Powys towards Llandough 

• Off road parking to front 

• Set on no through road, offering 
short walk 
to semi-rural 

^ woodlands 





BRYN AWEL, BUTTRILLS 
ROAD, BARRY 

• A 4 bedroom detached property 
in popular location 

• Gas central heating & 
double glazed 

• Detached garage & driveway 

• Spacious gardens 

• Views across 
Bristol channel 


£244,950 



BASSETT STREET, BARRY 

• A good size 3 bedroom mid 
terrace property close to 
town centre 

• Gas central heating & double 
glazed throughout 

• Low maintenance garden to rear 

• Ideal first time purchase 

• Offered freehold with vacant 
possession & 
no chain. 


£93,950 



SOUTH WALK, BARRY 

• A good size 3 bedroom mid 
link property 

• Gas central heating & double 
glazed 

• Front & rear gardens 

• Ideal first time purchase 

• Offered freehold with vacant 
possession & 

no chain 


£94,950 



CHARLOTTE PLACE, BARRY 

• A 3 bedroom bay fronted property 
situated close to transport links 

• Walking distance to town, schools 
& local amenities 

• Gas central heating & double 
glazed. 

• Property is being sold as 
vacant & would 

make an ideal _ 

investment/first 
time purchase. 


£95,000 



REDBERTH CLOSE, BARRY 

A 2 bedroom semi-detached 
bungalow situated in a quiet 
cul-de-sac location 
Gas central heating & double 
glazed 

Private parking & driveway to 
front 

Conservatory 

Scope to extend subject to 


planning 
Viewings 
recommended 


£127,500 



LEAN FARM, MERTHYR 
DYFAN ROAD, BARRY 

• An extended 5 bedroom detached 
property dating back to approx 1700's 

• Landscaped front & rear gardens 
set on approx 1/3 of an acre 

• Set in a quiet semi-rural location 

• Off road parking with double garage 

• Gas central heating & 
double glazed 


£275,000 



MOREL STREET, BARRY 

• A well presented 3 double 
bedroom property in popular 
location of Barry 

• Gas central heating & double 


• Enclosed garden to rear 

• Some original features remain 

• Open to reasonable offers 


£105,000 


Kingsland Crescent - 

1 Bedroom 1st floor flat in 
central location. GCH. DG. 
Unfurnished £430 pern 
Abingdon Street - 

3 Bedroom property. GCH 
DG. Unfurnished £575 
pem 

Castle Road, Rhoose - 

2 Bedroom 1st floor flat. 
GCH. DG. Unfurnished 
£475 pem 

George Street - 

3 Bedroom property. GCH. 
DG Furnished £550 pem 
Lombard Grange - 

2 Bedroom 1st floor flat. 
GCH. DG. Unfurnished 
£450 pern 

Church Road - 

3 Bedroom property. GCH. 
DG Unfurnished £525 
pern 

Merthyr Street - 

3 bedroom property. GCH. 

DG Unfurnished £575 
pem 

Barry Road - 

3 Bedroom ground floor 
flat. GCH. DG. 

Unfurnished £525 pern 
Broad Street - 
2 Bedroom 1st floor flat. 
GCH. DG. Unfurnished. 
£425 pern 


^ 01446 747474 ® salcsigic-grovc.co uk ^ v/vav c-grovc co.uk 
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I Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AA 

Sales: 01446 736888 
Lettings: 01446 734668 

www.nomesonview.co.uk 
www.ninaestateagents.co.uk 



nina 


website: 

www.ninaestateagents.co.uk 

email: 

enquiries@ninaestateagents.co.uk 


OFT 



CLIVE ROAD, BARRY ISLAND 

Mid terrace property. Entrance porch, 
living room/dining room. Two bedrooms. 
Sea views from front elevation. Double 
glazed. Gas central heating.Rear garden. 
No chain. Viewing advised. 

£111,500 


LANGLANDS ROAD, BARRY 

Three bedrooms. Semi detached. 
Through living room, utility area/ 
cloakroom. Spacious plot. Room to 
extend (subject to usual planning 
consent). No chain. Vacant possession. 

£129,950 


THE GROVE, BARRY 

Spacious living accommodation. 
Edwardian mid terraced. Construced in 
approx 1890. Original features 
throughout. Living/dining room, fitted 
kitchen, sitting room. Two bathrooms. 

£227,500 


WESTWARD RISE, BARRY 

In need of some modernisation. Three 
bedrooms. Semi detached. Two reception 
rooms. Garage/driveway. Sea views from 
rear. Enclosed laid to lawn garden. 
Walks to beaches. No chain. 

£185,000 


FONMON PARK ROAD, BARRY 

Modern detached. Cloakroom/wc, living 
room, conservatory, fitted kitchen, dining 
room, master with ensuite. Level enclosed 
rear garden. Driveway/garage, side access, 
upvc DG, gas CH. Viewing essential. 

£164,950 


HEOL CORSWIGEN, BARRY 

Modern detached. Three bedrooms, 
wc/cloakroom, living room, dining room. 
Fitted kitchen/breakfast. Master with 
ensuite. Private enclosed garden. 
Raised deck sun terrace. 

£184,950 



OLD MILL ROAD, BARRY 

Spacious elevated. Four bedrooms, 
ensuite. Semi detached. Through living 
room, kitchen with integrated 
appliances. Enclosed rear garden. Side 
access, upvc DG. Gas CH via combi. 

£149,950 


LYDSTEP ROAD, BARRY 

Corner positioned. Semi detached. 
Entrance hallway. Three bedrooms, 
living room, dining room, fitted kitchen. 
Garage/parking. Side access leading to 
enclosed rear tiered garden. 

£124,950 


TRINITY STREET, BARRY 

Three bedroomed. Mid terraced 
traditional, entrance hallway, 
wc/cloakroom, living room, fitted 
kitchen, level enclosed garden. West 
End location. Gas central heating. 

£119,950 


HOLLYROOD CLOSE, BARRY 

Showhome presented. Refurbished to high 
standard. Two bedrooms, semi detached. 
Replacement kitchen and shower room. 
Driveway/garage. Enclosed rear garden. 
Well presented. Cul de sac position. 

£129,950 


HOLMES STREET, BARRY 

Well presented. Mid terraced. Two double 
bedrooms. Refurbished throughout. 
Rewired, replumbed. Luxury kitchen 
and bathroom. Through living room. 
Utility/cloakroom. Enclosed garden. 

£94,950 


MAIN STREET, BARRY 

End of terraced traditional dwelling. 
Three bedrooms. Entrance hallway. 
Through living/dining room. Ground 
floor bathroom. In need of 
modernising. Enclosed rear garden. 

£69,950 



APARTMENTS 


MELROSE STREET, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, semi detached. Living 
room, open plan kitchen/diner, upstairs 
bathroom. Enclosed garden. Raised 
decked sun terrace leading to further 
level area. Driveway providing parking. 

£116,950 


THE PASTURES, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, semi detached. 
Entrance hallway. Living room - dining 
area. Driveway ieading to garage. 
Enclosed rear garden, upvc DG. Gas CH. 
No chain. Driveway ieading to garage. 

£123,000 



BROAD CLOSE, BARRY 

Maintenance free. Ground floor. Living 
room. Modern fitted kitchen. Integrated 
appliances. Two double bedrooms. Sun 
terrace overlooking communal gardens. 
Garage/designated parking. No Chain. 
£112,000 



AMHERST CRESCENT, BARRY 

Ground floor apartment. One double 
bedroom. Fitted kitchen/integrated Smeg 
appliances. Enclosed rear garden, upvc 
DG. Gas GH. Security door entry system. 
Mins walk to beaches Lane ao 

£69,950 



ST OSYTH COURT, BARRY 

Placed on the upper ground. Two 
bedrooms. Through living room. In need 
of some modernising, parking space. 
Balcony with sea views, partial upvc and 
gas CH via combi. No chain. 

£152,500 



COURTLANDS, BARRY 

First floor studio apartment. Open plan: 
living room, kitchen and bedroom. 
Separate bathroom, communal door 
entry. Maintenance free living. No chain. 
Security entry system. 

£59,950 


APARTMENTS 



SEALAWNS, BARRY 

Far reaching sea views across the Knap 
and Bristol Channel. Well presented. 
Second floor apartment, living room, two 
bedrooms, kitchen, shower room, 
garage/parking. Viewing recommended. 

£124,950 



YEW TREE COURT, BARRY 

Third floor apartment. Modern kitchen and 
bathroom. Well presented. Two bedrooms. 
Balcony overlooking Romilly park. Fitted 
kitchen, spacious living room. Parking. 
Views across Bristol Channel. 

£114,950 



BLACKWELL CLOSE, BARRY 

Mid terraced. Three bedrooms, upvc 
double dazing, gas central heating via 
combi. Garage in block. Enclosed rear 
garden, ideal first time buy. No chain. Close 
to shops, schools, cul de sac position. 

£94,950 



INVESTMENT 


BROAD STREET, BARRY 

Bay fronted. Four bedrooms. Mid terraced 
traditional. Three reception rooms, 
Channel views from first floor. West End 
location. Enclosed garden/garage. 
Ideal family home. 

£147,950 



^ 1 :’ 

BELL SI 

Two bedroomed 
Living/dining room, kit 
First floor family batl 
combi, upvc DG. En 


BELL STREET, BARRY 

Two bedroomed. Traditional mid terraced. 

kitchen, wc cloakroom, 
bathroom. Gas CH via 
upvc DG. Enclosed rear garden. 
Minutes walk to Porthceri. 

£108,950 



BASSETT STREET, BARRY 

In need of some modernising. Benefiting 
from repiacement boiier, bathroom suite and 
grant work. Mid terraced traditionai. Three 
bedrooms, upstairs bathroom. Living room 
and dining room. Garage/Lane access. 

£84,950 


INVESTMENT 


SEMI DETACHED 



MILTON ROAD, BARRY 

stunning mid terraced. Two bedrooms. 
Living room, kitchen/diner. Enclosed rear 
garden, upvc DG. Gas CH via combi. 
Option of off road parking (subject to 
usual planning consent). 

£94,950 



TENNYSON ROAD, BARRY 

Three bedroomed mid linked traditionai. 
Well presented. Entrance hallway, living 
room, fitted kitchen/diner, family 
bathroom, separate wc. Enclosed rear 
garden. Easy access to link road. 

£102,500 



WOODHAM PARK, BARRY 

Modern mid link situated in cul de sac 
position. Entrance hallway, fitted 
kitchen.Two bedrooms. Living room with 
stairs rising. Enciosed garden, parking to 
front. No chain. Tenant wants to remain. 

£109,950 



HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 

Two storey. End of terraced traditional. 
Ideal investment. Split into two flats 
with separate utilities and to fire 
regulations. Having an income of 
approx £11,000 per annum. 

£114,950 



CONWAY DRIVE, BARRY 

Three bedroomed. Semi detached. 
Front, side and rear gardens. Entrance 
hailway. Living, dining and conservatory. 
' ay/garage. Swimming pool, 
upvc DG, Gas CH. 

£189,950 




EAST WALK, BARRY 

Extended semi detched. Spacious 23ft 
iounge, sitting room, kitchen, utility room. 

Four bedrooms, garage and driveway. 
Enclosed rear garden, upvc DG. Gas CH. 
Spacious living throughout. 

£164,950 


SEMI DETACHED 





COLLEGE PLACE, BARRY 

Three bedrooms. Semi detached 
property. West End location. Extensive 
views from rear. Off road parking. Gas 
CH via combi boiler, upvc DG. 
Viewing advised. 

£146,950 



VICTORIA PARK ROAD, BARRY 

Three storey semi detached. GF: Living/ 
dining room, fitted kitchen, sun lounge, 
balcony. Lower GF: One bedroom, hobby 
room, showerroom/kitchen. Additional living 
room. 1st floor: 3 further beds, bathroom. 

£179,950 



WELL WALK, BARRY 

Situated on the Knap. Three bedrooms, 
semi detached, cul de sac position. 
Waiks to beaches. Three reception 
rooms, wc, cloakroom. Luxury bathroom. 
Viewing highly recommended. 

£299,950 



LON FFERM FELIN, BARRY 

Modern detached. Four bedrooms, two 
separate living rooms, utiiity room, wc 
cloak, conservatory. Private enclosed 
level garden. Garage/driveway. Purpose 
made paths leading to country park. 

£249,950 


TAYLOR WIMPEY NEW YEAR INCENTIVE . . . 

AGREE A SALE BEFORE END 
OF FEBRUARY 2013 AND THE 
FOLLOWING IS GIVEN: 

40" TV, Apple iPad, 32GB wifi. 
Digital SLR camera, 
Blu-ray DVD player, 

£1,000 shopping voucher 
(Sainsbury's/Waitrose/M&S), 
iPod Touch, Xbox 360 with 
Kinect, TomTom Sat Nav. 



TAF CLOSE, BARRY 


Modern detached. Two reception rooms. 
WC cloak, kitchen/diner, ensuite shower, 
three bedrooms, driveway/garage. No chain. 

_ £179,950 _ 





GILBERT LANE, BARRY 

Four bedrooms. Detached dwelling, living/dining. Set in private lane with few 
other dwellings. Well presented. Ensuite to master, landscaped rear garden. 
Ample parking/driveway/garage. 

_ £194,950 _ 



LOWER FARM COURT, RHOOSE 

Luxury living. Maintenance free. Approx 11 years old. Modern dwelling. Four 
bedrooms (ensuite). Refurbished by present owners, luxury kitchen and 
bathroom. Two reception rooms. Utility room. Double garage with electric door. 

_ £374,950 _ 



THE LIMPERT, GILESTONE 

Detached dwelling. Versatile living. Currently used as bed and breakfast. Converted 
16th century boat house. Five bedrooms. Ideal for dual accommodation. Situated 
on beachfront. Separate accommodation over double garage 

_ £599,950 _ 
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New and existing customers - ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 
Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. Free standard installation. 
Halfprice Broadband for 6 months. Cat V extensions HD over Cat V systems 
installed. Digital aerials supplied and installed at competitive prices. 


Sky repairs, adjustments 
and installations. 

✓ 24 Hcti' 7 Qsirm S«r>lc* 
t '’ Mt* 4|v»»’***<* 


CALL 
PAUL WILLIAMS 


Vale of Glamorgan 
Bridgend 


Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 



This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 
' BKnds 
•Shutters 

•Awnit^ solar 
•Canopies bUndS 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J COVERING ALL AREAS J 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 743267 



TELE-ELECTRICAL 
SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


^eBLDND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings 8f Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphill 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.ul 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 


The Aerial Man (Barry) 

Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 
^ • Poor Reception Fixed 

• OAP Discounts 

• Additional TV Points 

• Digital Aerial Installations 

• Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Installations www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

01446 439125 or 07818 413451 
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BARRY & VA1£ DAMP & TINBER TREATMENT 


SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 



PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 



01446 420784 • 07970 642537 



GRAB 


PLANT HIKE LTD 



Covering the whole of the Vale 


www.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @gpmaintenance.co.uk 









Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 




BUILD 

Extensions • Loft Conversions • Grant Works 
New Builds • Garage Conversions from £3,995 

Email your drawings 
•'J for a quotation. 

I info@davembuildtech.co.uk 


RJ.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing^ 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 735376 
or 07920 195775 


Use the GEM 
to promote 
your business. 

e 

IT 

01446 

774484 




VflLE CARPETS 

comej^ to- yocc 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 




AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 



STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 



The GEM 01446 774 434 






















































































































Thursday, January 24th, 2013 


www,facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 27 




^ )E]^ce4 Swee^ 

All Chimneys swept - Stoves refurbished 
Cowls fitted - Nests removed 
Fully Insured - Guild Certificates issued 


01446 688141 / 07508 839120 

www.excelsweeps.co.uk 


Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Oiigiiial Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


UI:HJill:H 


Washing Machines Eiectric 
Cookers, Tumbie Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2980518 
Barry 744117 




D.B. DECORATION LTD 
Interior & Exterior, 
Painting & Decorating 

Over 30 years’ experience 
High quality work 

Contact David Bradbury 
01446 750256 or 07811 317954 
www.dbdecoration.com 


John Clissett 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 

Interior & Exterior, 

FOR FREE ESTIMATE 

01446 750625 
07980 691584 
Award Winning Decorator 


Professional & Affordable 




Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

Domestic 
1*1 Installer 
I I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefrell@hotmail.co.uk 


rSTEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


^ ‘Domestic and 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken rntfim^rrtnr 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering . J-on^rcun 

01446 771137 &(iuoutions 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 
e-mail: jdrammondl37@gmail.com 


Fora 

Free 

Quote... 


Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
Decorating. 
9 Coving. 

Fully qualified. 


.^5*^1446 795520 
\ 07891 768151/ 


NH 


Painter & 
Decorator 


Time served, Qualified Professional, 
Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. 

All Insurance Work Undertaken 



www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 


IVISlDecorating 


For all your 
Interior & Exterior 
Painting & 
Decorating 
20 years experience 


07855 539545 




HEATH 

WINDOWS & DDDRS 




T: 02920 650 854 
M: 07703 828 002 
www.heathwindowsltd.co.uk 


JANUARY OFFERS 

Established Family Company 
Genuine Offers 
Professional, Reliable Service 


DAISY ® 
DECORATING 

Female Interior 
Painter & Specialist 
Decorator 

eg Stripes & 

Childrens Rooms 

Phone Joy 
07754 809090 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


■vfiNfOMf Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


TheCEM 




Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


-I 


DOmCSTiC I I I 
INSTftlLER lirJ 


ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 




Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

^ RJ.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency caU-out, re-wires, sockets, Ughts, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


01446771655 
07885 347642 




Approved Contractor 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Electrical 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certification 


07891 9651 SO 
01446 403072 


INSTAIi^ 

i0tK 




ELECTRICAL 

Commercial & Dom 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Fuse Board Replacement 

* Repairs 

* Installations 

* Fault Finding 

* Maintenance 


FREE VISUAL ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY INSPECTION AVAILABLE 
FOR HOMES & BUSINESSES 


FREE SURVEY ^ 
AVAILABLE B 

01446 733773 ^ 
07816 091425 





Use the GEM 
to promote 
your business. 

The 
GE>1 

01446 
774484 




The 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Bkidce cTS 

Vale V 

Tree Seeviss' 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 




GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


K&A Services Ltd 


“A family run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, 
carpet cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task to big or small, Just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 




■. Garden & Landscaping Services 

ff ; Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Patios • Fencing • Decking • 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 
idlai ik 

For a FREE quote contact 
Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 



35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 

plus Electrical Services [ 

by fully qualified indentured , yin 
Service Engineers — '' 




Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Connpetitive& Reliable 



GAS 


Free Local Delivery I 

and Collection I PLASTERERS 


Tel. 01446 771999 
Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park, 
Llandow 

www.randt.co.uk 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


I! rp Plastering 
111/1 Services 


Ml aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 
Td. 07915 390029 


GUYFORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 
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J P EI>WARE>S 


ri wr 


ir^ % 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers y 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators ^^4 


014M 7«0127 


0771* OOSSSA 


Q ? jC| Plumbing & Heating 

S ^ II 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
IB" Combination Boiler Specialist 
Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements 


All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 301616 


DC Plumhuii) 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

t^OM m 
'm 

c OTft m 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation " 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators jTj 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 230141 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job ^ 
too small 
07526 125982^ 
or 01446 753503 




JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


'3 


01446 

794266 


All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


The 

01446 

774484 


Roofint iroofing Specialists 



Established 1987 


ROOFING Ltd 





Flat Roof Specialists 
life expectancy 50 years + 

Slates & Tiled Roofs 

Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

Domestic & Commercial 

I 

I All Work Guaranteed 
j Over 30 Years Experience 


Free No Obligation Survey 
Discounts given to OAP’s 




01446 775145 / 07974 953414 

www.cfrroofing.co.uk 


01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.silveyroofing.co.uk 




01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 




Your local Skip Hire Co. 
for Barry & The Vale 


POSSIBLY THE CHEAPEST 
SKIPS IN SOUTH WALES 


1 80% of Waste Recycled I 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 


E^RrcVCLt 


Saturday 
Sam -1 pm 


REMOVE^RrcVCLE RE-USE 


Abacus S^^Hire 

Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 


2 yard £79 
4 yard £105 
5.5 yard £115 
8 yard £155 
16 yard £240 
16 yard (wood only) 


We Buy PVC Windows - We pay up 
to £2.50 per kg for Electrical Cable 


Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required, 



£200 





INSTA 

SKIP HIRE LTD 

Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 

Discount Available 
on Hardcore Skips 
DOMESTIC a COMMERCIAL 
WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 




:j, t 



Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work cauied out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


StAthan 

RUBBISH 
& HOUSE 
REMOVALS 


• Grass Cuttings 

• House Removal 

• Rubbish Removal 

• Hedge Trimming 

• House Clearance 

• Free Quotes 


1^07763 007819 




e . Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

3 ^ • Learn from 14 years of age 

• Qj^g week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

■EssaJ www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


?3aocDg] 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
FuU Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 
www.bonnytiler.co.uk 






Top prices/service for 

Computers - Electricals 
Non-Ferrous Metals 


Major Metals Recycling 

Why trash it? Cash it! 

For immediate payment, please bring ID and bank details 

FIND US NEXT TO THE TOWER liKl^fiTI 

ON LLANDOW TRADING ESTATE I 

Tel: 07972510158 

Email: info@majormetals.co.uk n 

www.majormetals.co.uk L2J 



ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


aixlent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum pai(j on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, anij tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 




DH Solutions-Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 


minimum - Any vehicle 
with at least 3 months MoT 
in good working order 

tiiwii minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


tiiiiiii minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 


SCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY! 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST C^SH PRICES 

FOR aNWffNTED SCRRP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of In a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 





Big Bag Logs 


VEHICLE RECYCLING' 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 

We will beat any price localIv n yn for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 



We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Call US today on 

01446701707 

(24 Hours) 


Seasoned Logs 
Delivered to your door 

Logs are delivered in the big bags 
Use straight out of the bag 
Call PREMIERTURF 

Phone 01443 237439 
Mobile 07815 861864 


Use the GEM to promote 
your business. 
Reach 43,000 readers 
and be seen on the web. 

The CtiTi 

01446 774484 
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Part-Time Bar 
Staff & 

NPLQ qualified 
Lifeguards 

required for evenings & weekends 

Apply in writing to: Mark Mcilveen, Complex 
Manager, Fontygary Park Limited, Fontygary Road, 
Rhoose CF62 3ZT. Tel 01446 710386. 

Email mark@fontygaryparks.co.uk 


Male & Female Home Care 
Workers Required 

£6.30 to £6.S0plh Full & Part Time 

No experience necessary, full training provided, 
full driving licence &ovvn vehicle required. 

For immediate interview, contact 
Wendy Phillips 01446 724960 


Handyman 

-Gardener 

Required 
Personal duties include 
Household and Garden 
maintenance, Car cleaning 
with top-up checks. 

5 day mornings 
9.00 am -1.00 pm. 
References required. 
Write to Matthew Hunt, 
Filco Supermarket Ltd., 

19 Boverton Road, 
Llantwit Major. CF61 1XZ 


MmsoiK 


Require 

Full and Part-time Care 
Workers to provide care 
at home for people living 
in the Vale of Glamorgan. 
Excellent rates of pay and 
training opportunities. 
Some shift work available 
with guaranteed contracted 
hours. Own car essential. 
Please ring Kelly on 
02920 590444 for 
more details. 


C T j ::: 

« NORTHWAY« 
^ Eunice & Bill ^ 

Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary 

January 24,2013 



60 happy years together! 
With lauejwm all qf 
your family xxx 




LOST 

Beautiful Persian cross 
Chinchilla Cat. 

Si Iver/Grey/Wh ite. 

She is a house cat and has 
never been outside. No collar. 
Name is Star. Got shut out of 
house by accident on 15th 
January in Four Acre area of 
Llantwit Major. Reward if found. 
Contact 07972 641588 


MISSING 

ELLA 

Light brown female adult 
Lurcher. Well loved family 
pet. Went missing from the 
Llantwit Major and Llandow 
Racetrack area on 
Friday 18th January. 

Contact 01446 792320 or 07730 413364 



barry-today.co. u k 
cowbr idge-today.co. u k 
I lantwit-major-today.co. u k 
porthcawl-today.co. u k 
bridgend-today.co.uk 



The OEUf 

News, Sport, Letters, 
Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 
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KI(DlSO0Qa 

DAVIES 

Catherine Gertrude (Cathy) 

On January 16th, peacefully at Eleanor Hodson 
House, Caerleon, Cathy, aged 99 years, late of 
Llantwit Major and Aberkenfig. Beloved wife of 
the late Ken Davies, Llantwit Major. Loving 
mother to Jeff and his wife Chris, dearly loved 
Nanna to Clare and Nick, Rhian and Chris, Amy 
and Graham and to her great grandchilhdren 
Emily, Joseph, Abigail, Sophie, Elliot and Lily. 

Resting at W. A. Brown & Son, College Street, 
Llantwit Major until the Funeral Service on Thursday, 
31st January 2013 at 1pm followed by cremation at 
Coy church Crematorium at 2.15pm. Family flowers 
only, but donations may be made to Eleanor Hodson 
House Residents Fund c/o the Funeral Director 
(cheques only). 


SAUNDERS 

Peter 

Suddenly on January 15 at UHW, Cardiff, Peter 
(Pete) of Barry, dearly loved husband of 
Margaret, devoted father and father-in-law of 
Lee and Sam, Christian and Emma, much loved 
Bampy of Cole Ali, Kegan Lee, Rio Samuel, 
Morgan, Myles and Max. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Friday January 25, service 
3.45pm at AU Saints Church, Barry followed by 
cremation at Cardiff & Glamorgan Crematorium, 
Barry at 4.30pm. No flowers by request, donations in 
heu, if desired, to Headway c/o J James, 11 Fonmon 
Road, Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 

No mourning attire necessary, at the family’s request 
please wear footbaU/rugby shirts or bright colours. 



THOMAS 

Kathleen May 

PeacefiiUy on January 20 at College Fields Nursing 
Home, Barry, Kath of Llantwit Major. Beloved wife 
of the late Reg, dearly loved mother of Glyn, David, 
Paul and Jonathan, much loved mother-in-law, 
grandmother and great-grandmother. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & Sons, 
Fonmon. Funeral Monday January 28, service 2pm at St 
Dltuds Church, Llantwit Major followed by interment in 
Llantwit Major Cemetery. 

Family flowers only may be sent to the Funaal Home, donations 
in lieu, if desired, to Cancer Research Wales do J James, 11 
Fonmon Road, Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan, CF62 3DZ. 


DAVY 

Dorothy Bertha 

Suddenly on January 10 at Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend, Dorothy, in her 93rd year, of 
Llantwit Major. Beloved wife of the late Harold, 
loving mother of Peter, Carole, Jean and Diana. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Friday January 25, service 
12.30pm at St Ultuds Church, Llantwit Major followed 
by interment in Llantwit Major Cemetery. 
Flowers may be sent to the Funeral Home or donations 
to St lUtuds Church wiU be gratefully received by 
Rev H Butler, The Rectory, Cowbridge Road, 
Llantwit Major CF61 ISS. 


W A Brown Son 


Funofdl Directors 




PtfnDroke House. 

CoVlege SUeel LlSntwit Msior 

01446 7^ 4^9 
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ADVERTISE HERE £12 inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. To take advantage of this offer simply either send in your description along with a 
cheque for the appropriate amount made payable to The Glamorgan GEM’ at The GEM, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 
7EL or telephone us with your wording by 12 noon Tuesday. All major credit cards accepted. Tel 01446 774484. Advert must contain a 
residential land line telephone number. You may alter your advert as items are sold. Sorry no refunds are given. 




Walnut & Mahogany 

Inlaid Coffee Table 

46 inches x 26 inches 

£60 

Two sets of 

Canvass Covered 
Wardrobes & 
Separate Shelving 
£45 per set 
01656 745763 


Black Leather 

2 sealer settee, exc 
condition, comfortable 
and hardly used £60. 
Three Seater Settee 
fully washable, covers 
pale gold, on legs and 
castors £40. 

Tel: 02921 401690 


FOR SALE 
Up and Over 
Lockable Metal 
Garage Doors 

Complete with surround, 
to fit space approx 
8ft wide X 7ft 4 inches high. 

£70 ono 
029 20 530844 


Four Ladies 

WOOL COATS 

Sizes 16-18. 

Full Length. 
Hardly worn, lined, 
excellent condition. 

£45 each 
01446 710573 


(Due to move) 

Samsu Digital 
Electric Cooker 

Ceramic Hob. As new. 

£220 

Hoover Dishwasher 

1 year old. £110 
Both seldom used 

01446 736162 


Ladies Golf 
Clubs 

Full set, including bag, 
pullcart and umbrella. 
Graphite Woods, Irons 
3-9, Wedge and Putter. 

£50 

Tel: 01446 742133 „ 


Mobility 

Scooter 

Excellent condition 

£295 ono 

Please ring after 5pm 

01443 231739 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 




Advertise 
your 
old one 
with us 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 774484 
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Vale countryside takes on a different look 
as snowfall blankets the rural landscape 
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THE snow that fell 
on the Vale provid¬ 
ed a pretty com¬ 
plete blanket, 
although there 
were isolated spots 
that escaped, as 
the photograph 
(right) from 
Stalling Down 
looking across to 
Aberthin shows. 

Higher up, on the 
Downs, the snow 
cover was much more 
even, as the picture, 
left shows. 

See next week for 
more snow photos in 
The GEM. 



PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

e-mail ffotoimage @ tiscali. co. uk 
telephone 07791 228684. 

Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 



ABOVE: St Hilary Church - looking like a Christmas card! 


Mari Livyd brought to life 
by ice image in window..! 



ABOVE: Snow on the thatched roof of the Bush Inn, St Hilary. 


LEFT: 

There is a 
famous movie 
scene^ where a 
man wakes up to 
find a horse^s 
head in his bed... 

For Cowbridge 
resident, 

Rosemary 
Samuel, it was 
somewhat less 
gruesome, as she 
woke to find this 
image of a horse^s 
head on her 
upstairs window, 
and sent it to The 
GEM. 

Rosemary said: 
‘^It was almost as 
if the Mari Lwyd 
was passing. ” 

* The movie? 
The Godfather, 
Part One - of 



ABOVE: Keeping the sheep fed and watered in Cowbridge. 
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ABOVE: A slightly surreal scene on Stalling Down. 
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BARRY’S ACTORS, AUTHORS, MUSICIANS, 
MEN OF LETTERS - AND MOVIE STARS! 


by TOM CLEMETT 


T here are a great 
number of writers 
and theatrical per¬ 
sonalities with Barry con¬ 
nections, some more tenu¬ 
ous than others. 

Bob Hope only stayed in Barry 
for a short while before joining his 
father in America, but his mother 
had Barry connections. Author 
Leslie Thomas’ only claim to 
Barry residency was that his par¬ 
ents came from Barry and that he 
used to visit his aunt and uncle in 
the town on a regular basis. 

A number that I recall I have 
not attempted to write about - one 
minute they seemed to be in every 
play or singing in every musical or 
group, and next they disappear 
from view not too be seen or 
heard from again. 

Here are some I have tracked 
down: 

Roger Livesey - Actor Born in 
Holton Road in June 1906 the son 
of Sam and Mary Livesey, he was 
educated at Holton Road School 
and Westminster City School, 
London. 

He first appeared at St James 
Theatre, London at the age of 11 
as an office boy in the stage play 
Loyalties in 1917, and went on to 
appear in plays by Shakespeare, in 
comedies and other roles in West 
End Theatres. 

Roger came from an old estab¬ 
lished theatre family; both his 
brothers Jack and Barrie were also 
actors, and his father Sam was car¬ 
ried onto the stage at the age of 
nine months by his father to take 
part in the play The Sea. 

When Margaret Lindsay 
Williams, the Barry artist, needed 
a model for one of her famous pic¬ 
tures The Man of Sorrows she 
asked Roger Livesey to pose for 
it. 

In the early 1930s he toured 
many countries overseas, appear¬ 
ing in South Africa and the West 
Indies until he returned to join the 
Old Vic/Sadlers Wells Company. 

In 1936, while appearing in 
New York in The Country Wife he 
married Ursula Jeans. 

In 1939 he volunteered as a 
pilot for the RAF, but was turned 
down as being too old, and went 
to work in an aircraft factory near 
Leicester. 

In 1943 he played the lead role 
in The Life and Death of Colonel 
Blimp and continued to appear in 
films and many stage plays until 
his death in 1969. 

Noel Johnson - Actor Born in 
December 1916 and educated at 
Bromsgrove School, Worcester. In 
1939 he volunteered and joined 
the RASC and went to France 
with the British Expeditionary 
Force where he was wounded and 
evacuated from Dunkirk. 

After spending over a year in 
hospital, he was invalided out in 
1941. In 1945 he joined the BBC 
Repertory Company and in 
October 1946 was given a trial run 
of six programmes of what was 
later to become almost a must for 
listeners of BBC’s Light 
Programme. 

At 6.45 pm each evening, at the 
sound of The Devil’s Gallop, the 
streets across the country emptied 
of children who had rushed home 
to listen to that night’s episode of 
Dick Barton Special Agent. These 
children were later joined by their 
parents in listening to the pro¬ 
gramme which gave the BBC a 
listening audience of over 15 mil¬ 
lion. 

Noel Johnson, together with 
Alex McCrindle (Jock) and John 
Mann (Snowey), starred in the 
programme until 1949. ‘Dick 
Barton’s’ real identity was kept 
secret until 1947, when it was 
revealed as...Noel Johnson. 

As audience figures in that year 
reached nearly 16 million, he 
began to feel that he was being 


underpaid and asked for a rise, 
which the BBC refused and 
replaced him with Duncan Carse. 

In 1951, he was approached by 
Radio Luxembourg to play the 
part of ‘Dan Dare’ - the hero of 
the Eagle comic. The series ran 
five days a week for five years. 
Although he starred in the produc¬ 
tion, his name never appeared in 
the cast list. 

Apart from his radio work, he 
also appeared in a number of films 
including Highly Dangerous, 
Appointment with Venus, Little 
Red Monkey and Alfred 
Hitchcock’s Frenzy, and in a num¬ 
ber of television programmes, the 
last being A Touch of Frost in 
1997. 

Noel who died in 1999, lived 
for many years at Cardiff Road, 
Dinas Powys, and his house was 
one of the attractions of the village 
for his many young fans. 

Keith Baxter (Baxter-Wright) - 
Actor. Born in 1931, and educated 
at Barry County School. In the 
Easter term of 1951, he began his 
acting career by appearing in that 
year’s school play Lady Precious 
Stream, a Chinese play by S I 
Hsiung, where he took the part of 
Hsie Ping Kuei and Synglitiki 
Angelinas played Precious 
Stream. 

The local critic who saw the 
performance said: “...that there is 
a tremendous talent in both and 
they played their parts in flawless 
sense of what was right and fitting 
on stage.” (Roger Livesey also 
scored a great success in the West 
End with his performance as the 
gardener-prince in the same play). 

In his last year at the school, 
he was appointed head prefect and 
on leaving he studied at the Royal 
Academy of Dramatic Arts and 
became a friend of Alan Bates. 

He made his acting debut in 
London in 1957 in Tea and 
Sympathy. In 1962 he appeared on 
the Broadway stage as the King in 
The Man for All Seasons and 
together with Robert Redford and 
Brenda Vaccaro won the “Most 
Promising Newcomers to 
Broadway”. 

His first major break into the 
theatre came in 1964 when he 
auditioned for Orson Welles in the 
Albery Theatre. He was one of a 
great many actors who were audi¬ 
tioning; most of them had more 
experience than he had. 

As an audition piece he chose 
an extract from Emlyn Williams 
play The Wind of Heaven. He 
always said that Orson Welles was 
probably tired of hearing extracts 
from Hamlet, Henry Vth and 
other Shakespearian plays and that 
his audition piece was probably 
like a “breath of fresh air” to him. 

After the audition, Orson 
Welles selected him to play Prince 
Hal - Falstaff’s companion and 
later his betrayer in the Orson 
Welles’ stage production of 
Chimes at Midnight, and in 1965 
to appear in the film of the same 
name. 

In 1970 he played Milo in 
Sleuth with Anthony Quayle, 
which won that year’s ‘Tony 
Award’ for the best play. In his 
career, which spanned over 40 
years, he has performed in classi¬ 
cal theatre, on stages all over the 
world, appearing with among oth¬ 
ers Maggie Smith, Joan Collins 
and Elizabeth Taylor. 

Bob Hope (Leslie Townes 
Hope) was born in Eltham on May 
29, 1903 to William Henry and 
Avis Townes Hope; he was the 
fifth of seven sons. His father was 
a stone mason from Weston-super- 
Mare who moved around the 
country from job to job. He came 
to Barry to work on the building 
of the docks where met his wife. 

He left to work in Newport and 
from there went to work in 
Eltham, near London where Leslie 
was born. 

To his father, the grass was 


always greener on the other side 
of the hill; in 1905 he emigrated to 
Cleveland, Ohio to work as a 
stonemason. 

The family moved back to 
Barry and lived in Greenwood 
Street for a short while before 
joining him in America in 1907. 

His mother had a good voice 
and before her marriage was a 
singer of light opera and taught 
Leslie to sing. When she arrived in 
America, in order to support her 
family she took a job as a cleaning 
lady. In 1920, the family became 
American citizens. 

At the age of 10, he won a 
Charlie Chaplin imitation contest 
and in High School learned to tap- 
dance and for a time began to 
teach classes. He later unsuccess¬ 
fully pursued a boxing career 
under the name ‘Packy East’ until 
he found out that acts were needed 
for a Cleveland theatre. 

With a partner, George Byrne, 
they became the ‘Two Diamonds 
in the Rough’ and went on tour. 

In 1929 he changed his name 
from Leslie to Bob, as members of 
the audience repeatedly reversed 
his name when they took excep¬ 
tion to his act, his surname being 
placed in front of his Christian 
name, making it ‘Hope Les’. He 
took the name Bob after the racing 
driver Bob Bur man. 

In the 1930s he made a number 
of appearances in Broadway musi¬ 
cals; in 1932 in Ballyhoo, and then 
the following year, Roberta, dur¬ 
ing which show he met his future 
wife, Dolores Reade. Other shows 
quickly followed, including Say 
When, The Zigfield Follies, The 
Sidewalks of New York and 
Smiles. 

He then decided to become a 
solo performer, forming his own 
company to play vaudeville the¬ 
atres. In 1938 he was given his 
own radio show and as a result 
was asked by Paramount Studios 
to appear in the film The Big 
Broadcast. The producers assigned 
him the song Thanks for the 
Memory which became a major 
hit, praised by the critics, and 
went on to become his trademark 
song which he used at the end of 
his Forces shows. He altered the 
lyrics for the specific situations 
and places he found himself in 
when entertaining the troops at the 
front. 

A new phase of his career 
began in 1940, when he set out on 
the Road to Singapore, the first of 
the seven blockbuster Road pic¬ 
tures he was to appear in with 
Bing Crosby and Dorothy Lamour. 

He featured in many other com¬ 
edy films, including Monsieur 
Beaucaire and three favourite 
films My Favorite Blonde, My 
Favorite Brunette, and My 
Favorite Spy. 

The television show ‘Star 
Spangled Revue’ presented in 
1950, marked the first of his many 
appearances on TV. In 1951, he 
returned to Wales to stay at St 
Donat’s Castle when he took part 
in the British Amateur Golf 
Championship. In 1984 he visited 
Barry to see the house where his 
parents had lived and was given a 
civic reception. 

In 1997, he was honoured for 
his work entertaining American 
troops from the early days of 
USO, beginning in 1941 at March 
Field, California and later in the 
many World War II theatres of 
operation. 

He made 60 appearances in 50 
years in war zones, the Korean 
War, the Vietnam War and the war 
in the Persian Gulf and was named 
by President Clinton as an 
‘Honorary Veteran’. 

Among his innumerable awards 
are five special Oscars for human¬ 
itarian work. He also created the 
USO international headquarters. 


named after him. 

Bob Hope had a keen interest in 
golf and had played with nearly 
every president of the United 
States from Eisenhower to Bush. 

In 1978 he and Bing Crosby 
were voted the Bob Jones Award, 
which is the highest honour given 
by the United States Golf 
Association. Both Bob and Bing 
are members of the World Golf 
Hall of Fame. Bob celebrated his 
100th birthday in May 2003 and 
passed away two months later on 
Sunday, July 27 with his family at 
his bedside. 

Robert Tear (Tenor) - Born in 
Barry in March 1939, educated at 
Barry County School, later attend¬ 
ed IQng’s College, Cambridge and 
joined St Paul’s Cathedral as lay 
chorister; later becoming a choral 
scholar at King’s College, (where 
he became an Honorary Fellow). 

He later embarked on his career 
as a soloist with the English Opera 
Group receiving special praise for 
his performances in Benjamin 
Britten’s operas. 

He worked with eminent con¬ 
ductors such as Leonard 
Bernstein, Carlo Maria Guilini, 
Josef Krips and Herbert von 
Karajan and was a regular guest 
and sought after by all the major 
opera houses of Europe and the 
USA, and from 1970 for important 
festivals including the Holland, 
City of London and Edinburgh 
Festivals. 

In 1989 he made his debut with 
the English National Opera, later 
appearing with the Glyndebourne 
Touring Company. 

He made over 250 records for 
major recording companies. In 
1992 he was appointed artistic 
director of the Vocal Faculty of the 
London Royal Schools of Music 
and held the Chair of International 
Singing at the Royal Academy of 
Music. In 1984 he was awarded 
the CBE. 

He died in 2011. 

Anthony Stuart Lloyd 
(Baritone) who lived in 
Pencoedtre Road, Barry, studied at 
Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama and after winning the Sir 
Geraint Evans Scholarship studied 
at the Royal Welsh School of 
Music and Drama. He then went 
on to win other prestigious 
awards, including the Blue Riband 
at the Royal National Eisteddfod, 
an Arts Council of Wales and the 
Morriston Orpheus Choir MOCSA 
Young Singers of Wales 
Competition Award. 

He also won the inaugural Sir 
Geraint Evans Memorial Prize. 

The Welsh National Opera compa¬ 
ny has cast him in many leading 
roles and he has sung on the conti¬ 
nent at the Frieburg Opera. 

The West End has seen him as 
Jacob in Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
production of Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. 

He has appeared in numerous 
BBC and S4C television pro¬ 
grammes with the National 
Chamber Orchestra of Wales, the 
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic 
Orchestra and the National 
Orchestra of Wales. He is in con¬ 
stant demand for his one man 
show ‘Broadway Baritones’. 

Peter Karrie (Singer and 
Actor) was born in Bridgend in 
August 1946 and lived in 
Pontypridd Road, Barry with his 
family. 

He attended Romilly School 
was a member of the 5th Barry 
Scouts and sang in the local 
church choir. He was the lead 
singer in the band ‘Peter and the 
Wolves’ which was used as a 
warm-up act for leading acts such 
as The Rolling Stones and Tom 
Jones. 

He is best known for his por¬ 
trayal of the lead role in the 
Andrew Lloyd Webber musical 


Phantom of the Opera and has 
played the part in London, 

Toronto, Vancouver, Singapore, 
and Hong Kong and on the UK 
Tour in Bradford and Manchester. 

In 1994 and 1995 he was voted 
the favourite Phantom by mem¬ 
bers of the Phantom of the Opera 
Appreciation Society. 

He has had his own show on 
BBC Wales both on television and 
radio and has starred in many 
West End musical productions, 
including Les Miserables. 

He is a fellow of the Welsh 
College of Music and Drama. 
Derek Brock (Writer) - Born in 
Cardiff in 1929, he moved to 
Barry when he was five. He began 
working for the GWR at the Barry 
Sheds in 1942 as an engine clean¬ 
er and when on night shift as a 
call-out boy. 

He later became a fireman on 
local runs, finally being promoted 
to a main-line fireman. 

These experiences he later 
described in his best selling book 
Small Coal and Smoke Rings. In 
1955 he left the railway to become 
a sales rep. On marrying the 
daughter of the landlord of the Six 
Bells, Penmark, he took over the 
running of the pub - later to write 
a book about his experiences there 
entitled Cuckoo Marans in the 
Taproom. Two other notable books 
were Glorious Poverty and Welsh 
Flannel. 

Gwyn Thomas (Writer) - 

Born in Cwmmer in 1913, he was 
the 12th child of Walter Morgan 
and Ziphorar Thomas. He was 
educated at Porth Grammar 
School where the headmaster was 
Mr E T Griffiths. In 1931 he won 
a scholarship to read modern lan¬ 
guages at Edmund Hall, Oxford. 

In 1933 he went to Spain to 
study Spanish at the People’s 
University in Madrid. On his 
return to Wales he became a lec¬ 
turer for the WEA, marrying his 
wife Lynn in 1938. 

In 1939 he became the area 
educational officer for the NCSS 
in Manchester, but returned to 
Wales the following year to take 
up a post at Cardigan County 
School. 

In 1942 he took up the offer of 
his old friend and former head¬ 
master at Porth Grammar School 
(Mr E T Griffiths), to join the staff 
at Barry Grammar School and 
became the teacher of languages 
there for the next 20 years. He 
lived for many years at Porthkerry 
Road, later moving to Lidmore 
Road. 

In 1947, Gwyn’s book The 
Alone to the Alone was published 
by Nicholson and Watson. 

In 1950 he began writing the 
first of six stage plays and features 
for BBC radio and television. The 
Keep was his first, followed by 
Jackie the Jumper, The Loot and 
many others. Much of his work 
dealt with working class life in the 
Valleys, usually told by one of its 
members. 

In 1952 his first successful pro¬ 
duction by the BBC was Gazooka 
the story of the marching bands of 
the Rhondda. In 1953 Punch mag¬ 
azine asked him to contribute arti¬ 
cles and over the years it pub¬ 
lished over 120. 

Gwyn used his time at the 
County School and in the various 
pubs and clubs listening to the 
conversations and stories told by 
locals, some of which were used 
in his talks on the BBC; a great 
many locals often recognised his 
characters. In his book A Welsh 
Eye - The Way to the Sea, he 
describes a Sunday school trip to 
Barry Island. This was my intro¬ 
duction to his writing and was the 
first of many books by him that I 
read. 

Over the years, he received 
praise and criticism for his work, 
one critic complaining that all his 
books were Rhondda-based. 

Gwyn, in reply, stated that the 


fact that the Rhondda was their 
basis was not exaggerated, 
because that was where he was 
tethered. 

The Rhondda of the 1920s and 
1930s, was the time of his boy¬ 
hood and young manhood. 

What he wrote was about the 
wonderment of those years which, 
although a fragment of his time, 
was not about the tragedy of a 
stricken community but about its 
fulfilment. 

He referred to his writing as 
bitter-sweet and eccentric and if 
readers found it repetitive they 
could always join the queue to 
read the latest author’s bestseller. 

Gwyn finished teaching in 1962 
to become a full-time writer and 
broadcaster. Ten years later, some 
of his early vitality had slipped 
away and it became an effort to 
appear at the very many functions, 
TV and radio talk shows that he 
was asked to attend. 

In April 1981, he was taken to 
hospital in a weakened condition; 
his diabetes had worsened, his 
eyesight was failing and it was 
only with great difficulty that he 
was able to walk. A few days later, 
on April 13 he died. 

In September 1942,1 joined 
Gwyn (Killer) Thomas’s class and 
still remember the following years 
of his trying to teach the Spanish 
language. 

Spain in those days was some¬ 
where far off and I, like many oth¬ 
ers, thought that we would never 
need to use the language. 

However, on leaving school and 
starting work in Cardiff Docks, 
where Spanish was used and heard 
every day, my schoolboy Spanish 
came in very handy when I needed 
to buy salt fish for my father’s 
Sunday breakfast from Jose 
Almeida’s Spanish stores in 
George Street.) 

Professor Dai Smith, BA 
(Oxon), MA (Columbia), PhD 
(Wales) - Author and Historian 
was born in the Rhondda in 1945 
and like Gwyn Thomas was edu¬ 
cated at Porth County and Barry 
Grammar Schools. 

He read history and literature at 
Balliol College, Oxford and at 
Columbia University, New York 
and the University of Wales, 
Swansea. 

From 1969 to 1993, he taught 
history at Swansea and Cardiff 
universities and also at Lancaster 
University. 

In 1986 he was awarded a 
Personal Chair by the University 
of Wales. 

In 1980 he wrote, in collabora¬ 
tion with Dr Hwyel Francis, a his¬ 
tory of the Welsh Miners The Fed 
and in 1986 in collaboration with 
Professor Gareth Williams Fields 
of Praise. 

A keen rugby fan and supporter 
of Pontypridd RFC, he was the 
scripwriter for Neil Jenkins biog¬ 
raphy Working Class Hero. Wales 
-A Question for History was pub¬ 
lished in 1998 and in 1993 
Aneurin Bevan and The World of 
South Wales. 

Over the years, he has written 
and presented numerous documen¬ 
tary programmes for radio and tel¬ 
evision. 

In 1993, he joined the BBC as 
Editor of Radio Wales and was 
Head of Broadcast (English 
Language) at BBC Wales from 
1994 to 2000. 

He is a renowned historian and 
prolific writer on the arts and cul¬ 
tural issues and is well known as a 
broadcaster on radio and televi¬ 
sion. 

In March 2007 he was appoint¬ 
ed as chair of the Arts Council of 
Wales. 
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Felicity (14) 
has eyes on 
another 
race trophy! 



Photograph by GARETH ROPER 


WHILE most peo¬ 
ple were tucking 
into leftovers and 
generally recover¬ 
ing from festive 
over-indulgence, 14- 
year-old Felicity 
Williamson-Sarll of 
Porthcawl, a mem¬ 
ber of Bridgend 
Athletics Club, 
entered the Lions’ 
Fun Run for the 
sixth time. 

She first took part in 
2005, at the tender age of 
seven, and astounded 
participants and her fam¬ 
ily by winning the junior 
race. On Boxing Day, 
she must have had that 
early victory in mind, as 
she sailed into top posi¬ 
tion again, winning the 
under-20 women’s race 
in a time of 34.48. 

Although conditions 
were not too harsh, all 
participants did have to 
battle with quite a severe 
downpour towards the 
end. 

As well as winning her 


second Lions trophy. 
Felicity also won a meal 
for two at the Hi-Tide, so 
her running skills are 
reaping benefits for the 
whole family! 

Felicity trains with 
Bridgend Athletics Club 
two or three times a week 
and competes for the 
team on a regular basis, 
invariably in the 800m. 

The Porthcawl 

Comprehensive School 
pupil has also enjoyed 
much success during 
school sports days and 
won the Victrix Ludorum 
in the summer of 2011, 
no mean achievement for 
a year-8 pupil. 

Felicity is currently 
studying for 11 GCSEs, 
having already gained an 
A* and 100 per cent in 
her German last summer. 
Needless to say, PE is 
one of her chosen sub¬ 
jects. Felicity will be 
competing in the 800m 
as part of the Bridgend 
Athletics’ team at the 
Welsh Athletics Senior 
Indoor Championships 
on January 26-27. 


Schools set out 
to break record 
for deaf charity 


LOCAL schools aim¬ 
ing to help set a world 
record for the most 
people singing simul¬ 
taneously, are being 
asked to film their 
rehearsals. 

Teachers and pupils 
participating in 

SignHealth’s sign2sing 
event on February 6, can 
share videos of their 
rehearsals on the chari¬ 
ty’s social media pages in 
the run-up to the day. 

Steve Powell, chief 
executive of the national 
healthcare charity for 
deaf people, said: “So 
far, more than 1,000 
schools, including 
Comeli Primary School 
in North Cornelly, have 
registered for sign2sing. 

“We understand many 
of them are already busy 
practising for the event 
and we thought it would 
be fun for teachers and 
pupils to share videos of 
their progress via Twitter 
and Facebook. Videos 
can be uploaded to 
www.twitter.com/sign2si 
ng and 

www.facebook.com/sign 
2sing in the run up to 
sign2sing. We look for¬ 
ward to seeing how 


schools are getting on.” 

Last year, 114,277 
children took part in 
SignHealth’s sign2sing 
2012 event and smashed 
the world record. The 
previous record, which 
was also set by 
SignHealth, was 94,489. 

On February 6 at 
2.45pm, young people 
from all over the country 
and overseas will sign a 
song, entitled 

‘sign2sing’, which has 
been composed especial¬ 
ly for the event. 

Steve continued: “We 
would also like to remind 
schools that they will 
need to film or photo¬ 
graph their performances 
on sign2sing day and this 
can be done using a cam¬ 
era or a mobile phone. 

“The videos and pho¬ 
tos will be sent to 
Guinness World 

Records® along with the 
paperwork, so it can con¬ 
firm whether we have 
broken the record.” 

Schools wishing to 
take part are invited to 
register via 

www.sign2sing.org.uk as 
soon as possible, or con¬ 
tact SignHealth on 01494 
687600. 


MP’s welcome for 
broadband boost 


VALE MP Alun 
Cairns has wel¬ 
comed the 

announcement this 
week that the 
superfast broad¬ 
band programme 
for Wales work has 
now officially start¬ 
ed, with the roll-out 
of the scheme. 

The Vale is on track to 
get the superfast broad¬ 
band it needs to create 
jobs and boost growth 
after the £56 million 
being made available by 
the UK Government was 
approved by the EU. 

The cash is specifical¬ 
ly to roll out high speed 
broadband across rural 
areas. 

The project will build 
on BT’s existing invest¬ 
ment with the aim being 
that 96 per cent of Welsh 
homes and businesses 
will have access to world 
class broadband speeds 
of up to 80Mbps by the 
end of 2015. 

Mr Cairns has been 
campaigning for better 
broadband for the Vale 
over the last two years. 
The fibre broadband 
roll-out will start in 14 
unitary authorities dur¬ 
ing 2013/14, including 
the Vale. 

The new fibre broad¬ 
band will provide a sig¬ 
nificant uplift in per¬ 
formance, ensuring 


Wales has access to 
broadband speeds of up 
to 80Mbps, with ultra¬ 
fast broadband providing 
even faster speeds 
should businesses need 
it. 

As a result, when 
combined with private 
sector activity, 96 per 
cent of premises in 
Wales will have access 
to world class broadband 
speeds. 

The Vale MP is meet¬ 
ing senior BT executives 
in the next week to gain 
more information on the 
communities and areas 
that will be included in 
the roll-out. 

He will be hosting a 
briefing session in 
Westminster for all 
Welsh MPs for BT to 
outline the project, its 
scope and timelines. 

Mr Cairns said: “This 
decision is great news 
for the Vale and for 
Wales. Britain is in a 
global race and we can¬ 
not allow rural areas in 
the Vale to get left 
behind because of bad 
infrastructure.” 

“Barry, Llantwit 
Major and Colwinston 
now have fibre-optic 
broadband and I will be 
pushing to make sure 
that Cowbridge, Wenvoe 
and the rural Vale will be 
included in the areas to 
benefit from this further 
investment.” 


‘Make your 
voices heard’ 


- CALL TO FORCES 


THE Vale Council is urging members of 
the armed forces based in St Athan and 
throughout the Vale, to make sure their 
^‘voices are heard’^ at future elections. 

“We have many service personnel and their fami¬ 
lies living in the Vale, but we ’re concerned that they 
are not having their say on issues that affect them as 
local residents, ” says Becci Light, the council’s elec¬ 
toral officer. 

“Everyone should be able to have their say at 
local and general elections. Registering is straight¬ 
forward and takes just a few minutes. Those who 
expect to be deployed overseas can still vote in elec¬ 
tions if they are registered, so it makes sense to make 
sure they are registered now. ’’ 

For a registration form, call the council’s contact 
centre. Contact One Vale, on 01446 700111 or print 
one off from www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/armedforces 

Support Llamau 


FOR thousands of 
people in Wales, 
homelessness is a 
frightening reality, but 
fortunately, Llamau 
can provide the 
accommodation, sup¬ 
port and advice cru¬ 
cial in times of crisis. 

But in such a tough 
economic climate and 
with demand for services 
increasing, it becomes 
harder and harder to plan 
for the future. 

With this in mind, 
Llamau has launched 
their first regular giving 
programme, encouraging 
people to show their 
commitment to support¬ 
ing Llamau’s work by 
pledging to give a regular 
gift for the next 12 
months. 

“Llamau’s aim is to 
support young homeless 
people and vulnerable 
women across south 


Wales to live stable, 
independent lives,” said 
chief executive Prances 
Beecher. 

“In such a difficult 
economic climate, we 
understand how hard it 
can be to spare hard- 
earned cash but now 
more than ever it is so 
important to support the 
most vulnerable and mar¬ 
ginalised people in our 
community. 

“With regular dona¬ 
tions, we can plan ahead 
and ensure we can con¬ 
tinue to support our 
young people come rain, 
shine or snow!” 

For more informa¬ 
tion about Llamau’s 
research and services, or 
to make a pledge, visit 
the website: www.lla- 
mau.org.uk/friends-of- 
llamau. 


JOIN THE WANDERERS 



THE recent weather may 
suggest we are about to 
enter a new Ice Age, but 
this has not deterred the 
ever-optimistic Barry 
Wanderers Cricket Club 
from starting preparations 
for the 2013 season... 

Although matches don’t get 
under way until the start of April, 
the Sully-based club are keen to 
steal a march on their rivals by 
hosting weekly net sessions at the 
Swalec Stadium in Cardiff. 


The Wanderers currently boast 
four adult sides as well as under- 
11 and under-9 teams and are 
looking for new players of all 
ages and abilities. 

This season, the 1st XI will be 
playing in the top flight of the 
South Wales Conference, while 
the 2nd XI will be out to defend 
their Division 1 title. 

The less competitive might 
prefer the pace of the Sunday 
friendly XI, where a warm wel¬ 
come and hearty tea is always 
assured. 

The Wanderers has always 


been one of the friendliest cricket 
clubs in the area, and have a rep¬ 
utation for guaranteeing a game 
of cricket every week for every 
player - regardless of ability. 

So, whether you see yourself as 
a budding Alistair Cook or just 
fancy dusting off your old school 
bat, the Wanderers would be 
delighted to have you on board. 

For more information regard¬ 
ing the season ahead, please con¬ 
tact Tom Ridgwell on 07973 
102199 or email 

tgridgwell@gm.com 


Lions club sponsor new kit 
for disabled footballers 



ABOVE: BRIDGEND LIONS FC 


Cowbridge are 
thwarted by 
weather again 


ALL games in 
Division 4 South 
East were post¬ 
poned last 
Saturday as the 
cold snap took its 
toll. 

Cowbridge have now 
only managed to fulfil 
just one of their last four 
fixtures due to 
inclement weather - the 
end of season is already 
looking congested! 

Hopefully, there will 
be an improvement in 
the weather this week¬ 
end as we travel to 
Llandaff, looking for a 
fifth win of the season. 

Last week’s narrow 
but vital victory over 
Taffs Wells takes us to 
within five points of 
next placed Llantwit 
Major and ten points of 
Llandaff with a game in 


hand so things are pretty 
tight around the middle 
of the table. 

With the Six Nations 
approaching the next 
game after Llandaff is at 
home to Barry on 
Eebruary 16 followed by 
Wattstown at home on 
March 2, then Penygraig 
away on March 23. 

A reminder that the 
club will be open for all 
the Six Nations match¬ 
es, so come down and 
cheer Wales (or whoever 
you support) on. 

Einally, everyone at 
the club was saddened 
to learn of the passing 
on Saturday of Gay nor 
Powell, wife of club 
stalwart John and moth¬ 
er of Neil and 
Kevin. Our thoughts and 
condolences are with 
John and the family. 

RV/RK 


BRIDGEND Disabled FC have just received a 
new kit thanks to a kind donation from Bridgend 
Lions Club. 

Now that the team has a new kit, they can wear 
it in the Three Counties League, local friendlies 
and in their charity game in April against Lashings 
All Stars at Jenner Park. 

Manager Kelly Hall said: “A big thank you to 
Bridgend Lions Club, this will be great for the 
team”. KH 


Sully Sports 
RFC round-up 


WITH last 

Saturday being a 
‘whiteout,’ the pool 
fixtures were not 
played, and with 
the weather looking 
grim for the rest of 
this week, the 
prospects of being 
able to play games 
does not look too 
promising. 

As last week, and for 
the next six weeks, there 
are no scheduled league, 
or cup fixtures for either 
the first or second teams, 
so efforts are being made 
to find pool games. 


Players/supporters 
need to contact the club, 
or P Mees, on Eriday. 

The Six Nations com¬ 
mences the following 
weekend, and clubs can¬ 
not play, adding to the 
frustrations of players 
who just want time on 
the pitch. 

Play ers/members 
attending Jason 

Newlands ’ mum’s funer¬ 
al next Tuesday will need 
to contact P Mees/C 
Cummings for details or 
the arrangements. 

MJS 
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Mitsubishi Outlander 
is a real winter warmer 


MOTORING WITH 
TIM SAUNDERS 



Mitsubishi Outlander. 


W INTER 
has 

arrived, 
there’s a good 
smattering of frost 
and ice in the early 
morning and it 
seems to get much 
darker much earli¬ 
er; this is the time 
of year when 4x4s 
really come into 
their own. 

So no better time then 
to be testing the second 
generation Mitsubishi 
Outlander - the third 
generation was launched 
in March 2012. 
Externally, I actually 
prefer the earlier model, 
if for no other reason 
than the chrome edging 
around the grille, which 
has been removed on the 
latest version. 

It’s not the most 
attractive off-roader on 
the market but its dis¬ 
tinctive design is certain¬ 
ly memorable. There’s a 
good high-up driving 
position and it will easi¬ 
ly transport seven adults 
in comfort across three 
rows of seats (third row 
in the large boot as you 
can see in the video at 
testdrives.biz) over all 
manner of terrain with¬ 


out a complaint. 

Inside, the dashboard 
seems a little stark and 
minimal, which is actu¬ 
ally quite refreshing in 
this day and age when 
manufacturers seem to 
include as many buttons 
as they possibly can. 

Even so, equipment 
levels are high and the 
heated front seats are 
greatly appreciated by 
both my wife and I dur¬ 
ing the severe cold spell 
when the test takes 
place. 

There’s hardwearing 
leather upholstery and 
the front seats are elec¬ 
trically adjustable, too. 

The six-speed auto¬ 
matic gearbox is gener¬ 
ally easy to use, 
although I must confess 
that when I first parked 


up I could not work out 
why the key would not 
come out of the ignition. 

After five minutes of 
head scratching, I finally 
realised that the 
Mitsubishi required me 
to place the gearbox in 
park mode. I had left it 
in drive. 

If drivers prefer the 
fun of a manual box, the 
auto unit can be used 
like this, or there’s the 
addition of paddle shifts 
either side of the steer¬ 
ing wheel, for a similar 
experience. 

This helps get the 
most from the engine 
and helps combat the 
delay experienced when 
setting off in automatic 
mode. 

Parkers, the car 
experts, say: “The sec¬ 


ond-generation 
Mitsubishi Outlander is 
the best car the Japanese 
company has produced 
in years. Nearly all mod¬ 
els come with seven 
seats, making it a good 
choice for larger fami¬ 
lies, while the interior is 
well built and durable. 

“The extra seats are 
also very cramped and 
offer little comfort. The 
Mitsubishi Outlander is 
one of the better com¬ 
pact SUVs to drive, even 
though it also offers 
more than a modicum of 
off-road ability. 

“It has responsive 
handling and accurate 
steering, and it keeps the 
body under control when 
cornering.” 

The Outlander is just 
the ticket for a family 
that demands more than 
just a runabout. 

Mitsubishi Outlander 
2.2 DI-D GX3 (Leather) 
5d SST; new price 
range: £21,643 - 
£31,544; engine: 2.2- 
litre diesel; economy: 
39mpg; power: 153bhp; 
0-60mph: lO.Tsecs; top 
speed: 123mph; fuel 
tank: 60 litres; distance 
on a tank: 430 miles 

Watch the video at 
WWW. testdrives.biz 


St Athan lady golfers opt 
for indoor entertainment 



Past, present and future ladies captains! 


THE wet weather 
did not dampen the 
high spirits of the 
RAF St Athan Golf 
Club ladies when 
they assembled at 
the club on January 
14 to welcome their 
new ladies captain, 
Ros Martin-Jones. 

The course was barely 
playable, but the club 
captain, Hugh Williams 
tried his best to encour¬ 
age the ladies to venture 
out and play their tradi¬ 
tional nine hole competi¬ 
tion, declaring “the 
course is all yours!” 

Using her newly 
appointed authority Ros 
(politely) declined the 
offer, deciding that the 
ladies would much 
rather stay in the warmth 
of the clubhouse and 
consume the mulled 


wine that Liz Thomas 
had generously pre¬ 
pared. Club caterer 
Leanne ensured that 
everybody was well fed 
by providing plenty of 
soup and hot bread rolls. 

Certain formalities 


associated with the 
ladies captain’s drive-in 
still had to be carried 
out, namely the actual 
first drive by Ros, close¬ 
ly followed by a drive 
from her vice-captain, 
Jenny Young. 

There was no argu¬ 
ment from the ladies 
when Ros opted to take 
her drive from the 6th 
tee, announcing “It’s the 
hole closest to the club¬ 
house, let’s get the drive 
away and get back 
indoors!” 

Back in the warm, the 
outgoing ladies captain, 
Rita Craig performed the 
last of her duties, con¬ 
gratulating Ros, wishing 
her a good year ‘at the 
helm’ and presenting her 
with the ladies captain’s 
badge. 

Rita was overcome 
with emotion when the 
ladies presented her with 
a beautiful hardback 
book comprising photos 
of memorable events 
from her year in office. 

The members who 
were gathered in the 


clubhouse were not 
entirely surprised when 
Ros informed them that 
her chosen charity for 
the year would be ‘The 
Wales Air Ambulance’ - 
perhaps the t-shirts and 
posters were a very 
strong indication! 

The club captain, 
Hugh (looking resplen¬ 
dent in his new jacket) 
amused the ladies with 
some golfing jokes 
before handing over a 
selection of flowers and 
plants to a smiling Ros. 

Both captains aim to 
work closely together 
throughout 2013; their 
aim is to see the club 
prosper while at the 
same time maintaining 
the friendliness of its 
members, one of the rea¬ 
sons the club is so popu¬ 
lar. 

If you are interested 
in joining RAF St Athan 
Golf Club, as a playing 
or social member, please 
contact the club manag¬ 
er on 01446 751043. 

CM 
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Football coaching group 
launches Gambia project 


PGIO Coaching 
have started 2013 
in fine fashion by 
launching a acade¬ 
my in Gambia for 
children and young 
people of all ages 
and abilities. 

The purpose of the 
academy is for children 
to learn new football 
skills and techniques, to 
be given opportunities to 
be educated, but also for 
coaches and young peo¬ 
ple from Wales to have a 
chance to coach in 
Africa to help develop 
football and communi¬ 
ties in the country. 

PGIO Coaching have 
linked in with the 
Gambian Eootball 
Association and provide 
football kits, football 
boots, first aid and play¬ 
ing equipment as well as 
coach education and first 
aid training for the wider 
community, which 
enables hundreds of chil¬ 
dren and young people 
to play football and 
develop. 

The academy is based 
in the village of Earato 
and Sukuta Junctionba in 
the west region of the 
country. 

The academy boasts 
over 10 teams from 
under-9 to under-16, a 
youth team, and also a 
senior team, ensuring a 
clear pathway to develop 
and also for talented 
players to be seen by 
European clubs. 

All the teams are 
coached weekly by qual¬ 
ified coaches and play 
matches on weekends 

For more information 
on the PGIO Academy in 
Gambia or if you would 
like to donate any old 
football kits or boots 
please visit 

WWW. pgl Ocoaching. co. u 
k or email 

info @pgl Ocoaching. co. u 
k or phone 
07955270870. 

PGIO Coaching 
have launched a 
new scheme called 
‘Tiny Tots’ to 
encourage children 
aged four to seven 
years old to play in 
football, with an 
opportunity to 
learn new football 
skills and tech¬ 
niques in safe envi¬ 
ronment. 

The first centre opens 
in Ely, Cardiff, in part¬ 
nership with Ely Garden 
Villagers, on Sunday, 
January 27. 

Sessions run every 
Sunday with a key aim 
to create new junior 
teams for children and 
promote volunteering 
and sport coach educa¬ 
tion. 

All players will be 
given opportunities to 
play in fun football festi¬ 
vals and an opportunity 
to have official PGIO 
playing kit. To book a 
space on the course 
please contact 
07955270870, email 
info@pgl0coaching.co.u 
k or visit 

www.pglOcoaching.co.u 

k. 

PG 



Tessa drives off in 
Cottrell Park frost 



Tessa and vice-captain Jan Cosby with Helen Evans, 
competition winner, and Andrea Caines. 


ON Thursday, 
January 17, Cottrell 
Park ladies braved 
the cold frosty 
morning to support 
their new ladies’ 
captain Tessa 
Matthews at her 
drive in. 

They were well 
rewarded with an excel¬ 
lent drive. Helen Poole 
won the prize for nearest 
flag to where the ball 
landed. 

Eollowing this, 18 
hardy ladies played a 9 
hole Stableford competi¬ 
tion while the remainder 
of the ladies kept warm 
in the clubhouse or did 
some retail therapy until 
lunchtime. 

The competition was 
won by Helen Evans 
with Andrea Caines sec¬ 
ond, while 60 ladies 
enjoyed a good lunch, 
following which Tessa, 
thanked the ladies for 
their support and present¬ 
ed the prizes to the win¬ 
ners. 

CB 


CALLING 

ALL CLUB 
OFFICIALS! 

We are 
looking for 
your sports 
reports, news 
and other 
items of 
interest - let 
us know what 
is happening 
in your world 
of sport! 

Email: 
gemeditorial 
@tindlenews.co.uk 



ABOVE: Tessa Matthews, the new 
ladies ’ captain, driving off 



Van Sales-Spares-Repairsj 
' Van MOT Preparation 

' Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 

Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Unit 10 Vale Business Park, Llandow 
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09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 
Diesel M-Sport 

In white with tan leather, 40,000 miles, 
1 owner, huge specification 

£29,995 


08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 
Diesel (Face Lift) 

Black, 71,000 miles, fantastic value 

£7,995 


07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 
Auto 

Met grey with beige leather, 53,000 miles 

£22,995 


08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 


59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto 

Met blue, white leather, 39,000 miles, 
£7,500 of extras when new 

£17,995 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


04 SMART City Pulse 
Automatic 

Red/black two tone, £30 road tax 

£2,495 



upe 

Elegance Auto 

In Met Grey with full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav 

£5,995 



S BMW Z3 1.9 Convertible 

In silver with black leather, 

18 inch alloys, etc 

£2,995 



Diesel Style 

Met purple, 51,000 miles, £30 road tax 

£4,995 


09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 Diesel M-Sport. In white, 
with tan leather, 40,000 miles, 1 owner, huge 

specification.£29,995 

07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 Auto. Met grey with beige 
leather, 53,000 miles, fantastic value at £22,995 
59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto. Met blue with white 
leather, 39,000 miles, £7,500 of extras when new 
£17,995 

59 MINI Cooper Diesel Automatic in black, 17,000 
miles, rare spec .£10,995 

10 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE Auto. Met blue, one 
owner, 38,000 miles. Host of extras . . . .£7,995 

04 BMW X3 2.5 Sport Auto in met blue with beige 
leather. 59,000 miles. Panoramic roof . . .£7,995 
08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel (Face Lift). In 
black, 71,000 miles, fantastic value . . . .£7,995 
08 FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 

51,000 miles .£7,695 

59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport in yellow, 15,000 miles, a/c, 
cd, etc, £30 road tax, low insurance . . . .£7,495 
09 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE Estate. In silver, FSH, 
fantastic value, new shape at.£6,995 

58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr. In silver, 86121 

miles, a/c, alloys etc.£6,495 

56 JAGUAR XType 2 litre diesel SE. In met silver 
with beige leather trim, 73,000 miles, sat nav 
£6,495 

57 SKODA Superb V6 Elegance Auto. In met grey 
with full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav . .£5,995 

59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4XE 5-dr in black, 23,000 

miles .£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T2 5-dr. In silver, 25,000 

miles, low insurance.£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3TR 5-dr. In red with a/c, 

cd .£5,695 

11 KIA Picanto 1.0 Space 5-dr. In silver, 10,000 

miles, low insurance.£5,495 

10 VW Fox 1.2 Urban. In red, 32,000 miles, 1 local 
owner with e/w, c/I .£5,495 

60 VW Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 miles, low 

insurance.£5,495 

09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local 

owner, only.£5,495 

57 NISSAN Note 1.4 Acenta. In black, 29,000 
miles, superb throughout .£5,495 

57 NISSAN Note 1.6 Acenta. In electric blue, 

31,000 miles, superb throughout .£5,295 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In metallic 

red, 48,000 miles.£4,995 

08 PEUGEOT 308 1.4S 5-dr in silver, 66,000 miles, 

low insurance.£4,995 

08 CITROEN C3 1.4 Cachet’. In silver, 15,000 

miles, 1 owner.£4,995 

57 RENAULT Clio 1.6 Privilege 5-Dr. In met black, 
27,000 miles, top of the range Clio at . . .£4,995 
57 FORD Fiesta 1.5 Diesel Style 3-dr. In met 

purple, 51,000 miles, £30 road tax.£4,995 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Design Coupe. In black, 

53,000 miles .£4,995 

07 TOYOTA Yaris TS3 1.3 5-dr. In light blue metallic, 
low mileage example at .£4,995 


55 TOYOTA Corolla CLR 2.0 Diesel 5-dr. In 

platinum metallic, 62,000 miles.£4,995 

53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. 
In ice blue, full leather trim, stylish sports 

coupe at.£4,995 

03 MINI Cooper ‘S’. Electric blue/white roof, black 
1/2 leather, 72,000 miles, looks superb .£4,995 

56 CITROEN C4 VTS Coupe. In met grey, 39,000 

miles, high spec example at .£4,795 

57 SMART ForTwo Passion. In silver, 48,000 miles 

with leather, h/seats, a/c.£4,495 

X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. Electric blue with 
full leather trim, 82,000 miles, convertible £4,495 
06 CITROEN Picasso 1.6 Diesel Executive. In 
met black, 67,000 mile family hatch at . .£3,995 
03 MINI Cooper Automatic. In met red, 73,000 

miles, host of extras.£3,995 

56 CITROEN C4 VTR 1.6 Coupe. In met-burgundy, 

45,000 miles, great looking car at.£3,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 
71,000 miles, fantastic value at .£3,995 

58 DAIHATSU Sirion 1.0S+ 5-dr. In silver, low 
insurance + £30 road tax, with sun roof .£3,795 

06 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique 
Convertible in silver. Fantastic value . . .£3,495 
05 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-Dr. In silver, 31,000 
miles, 2 owners with a/c.£3,495 

53 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Diesel Reference 5-dr. In 

yellow, 71,000 miles, fantastic mpg.£3,295 

54 SMART for Four 1.1 Pulse 5-dr. Met gold and 

black, 45,000 miles, low insurance.£2,995 

53 VW Polo 1.2 Twist 5-dr. In met silver, 89,000 

miles, alloys etc .£2,995 

52 SMART Pulse Convertible Auto. In black, 

33,000 miles, £30 road tax.£2,995 

S BMW Z3 1.9 Convertible in silver with black 

leather, 18 inch alloys, etc .£2,995 

03 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 diesel 3-dr. In yellow, 
88,000 miles, fantastic MPG.£2,695 

52 PEUGEOT 206 Convertible. In met blue/black, 

leather, 46,000 miles, 1 owner.£2,695 

02 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Ghia 5-Dr. In met blue, 65,000 

miles, air con, alloys etc.£2,695 

05 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ in silver, 38,000 
miles, low insurance.£2,595 

55 HYUNDAI Accent 1.3 GSi 5-dr. In black, 75,000 

miles .£2,495 

54 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique 3-dr. In met red, 

58,000 miles, low insurance.£2,495 

04 SMART City Pulse Automatic. In red/black, two 

tone, £30 road tax .£2,495 

54 FORD Focus 1.6LX 5-Dr. In silver frost met., 
80,000 miles, air con etc.£2,495 

53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi in ice blue met, 70,000 miles 

with a/c, cruise control, cd .£2,195 



59 MINI Cooper 
Diesel Automatic 

In Black, 17,000 miles, rare spec. 

£10,995 



59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport 


In Yellow, 15,000 miles. Air Con, CD etc. 
£30 road tax. 


£7,495 



RBC 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABU • All CARS HPi CHAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AH MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 




MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Diesel Particulate 
Filter Removal 

No more limp mode or 
annoying lights. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee. 


EGR Deletion 

No more having to buy 
expensive EGR valves. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee 



MOT’S 



Vehicle Remapping 

Eco Tune - Fuel Economy gains 

of up to 17%. 

Performance Tune - performance 
gains of up to 35%. 

50/50 - Increase fuel economy & power. 



Car Diagnostics 

Any make, any model. 
The most up to date 
equipment available. 


from 

£ 39 » 


Car 


All Repair Work 
Undertaken At , ^ 
Competitive Prices lOGrviCing 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW All major 


www.abservicecentre.co.uk 

Tel. 01446 735561 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30am-5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm 


credit 
cards 
accepted 




09 09 FORD Fiesta Style + 3-Dr. 
Black, FSH, Air Con, CD Player, 
E/Windows, C/Locking, 23k. 



08 57 BMW 320i SE 2-Dr Coupe. Red, Auto, 
Sat Nav, FSH, Parking Sensor, Cruise & 
Climate Control, MFSW, 71k. 


£10,290 


09 59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4S 3-Dr. Blue, 
Air Con, CD Player, E/Windows, 
C/Locking, 35k. 



04 54 BMW 5251 SE 5-Dr. Beige, Auto, 
Sat Nav, Full Black Leather, FSH, Parking 
Sensors, Cruise & Climate Control, 84k. 


£6,490 


4x4, E/Windows, C/Locking, 65k. 



E/Windows, C/Locking, 98k. 


£4,190 


“ .- — — J 



09 09 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 CDTi Elite (160) 5-Dr. Red, 
Diesel, Sat Nav, 1 Owner, FSH, Full Black Leather, Parking 
Sensors, Heated Seats, Cruise & Climate Control, 96k. 

D9 D9 AUDI A3 2.D TDi 5-Dr. Black, Diesel, 

1 Owner, F Audi SH, 6 Speed, Air Con, 
MFSW, Privacy Glass, Alloys, 85k. 

1 ■ £7,990 

£9,790 




trnm 

‘ m 

a t - 

D5 D5 DAEWOO Lacetti 1.6 SX 5-Dr. Silver, 

Air Con, Alloys, CD Player, E/Windows, 
^Locking, 64k. 

D6 56 BMW X3 2.DD MSport Estate. Blue, ■ 
Diesel, FSH, 6 Speed, Climate & Cruise 1 
Control, MFSW, Parking Sensors, 97k. | 

1 ^ £1,790 B 

B £9,790 

td.co.uk 

SAT NAV^ 
CF63 2NW 
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Llantwit Major archers clean up 
at Welsh indoor championships 



CHESS TEAMS 
HAVE ACTION- 
PACKED WEEK 


THIS has been 
another action 
packed week for the 
Barry Chess Club 
with teams compet¬ 
ing in three differ¬ 
ent competitions. 

The week started in 
difficult weather condi¬ 
tions with ten intrepid 
players making the ardu¬ 
ous trip to Caerphilly led 
by ‘Sherpa’ Lewis to play 
matches in both the first 
and third divisions of the 
East Glamorgan Chess 
League. 

The Camelots ran out 
easy winners in their 
match, winning three 
games and drawing the 
other two. This returned 
them to the top of divi¬ 
sion two and their posi¬ 
tion was later strength¬ 
ened when two of their 
closest rivals, Bridgend 
A and Cardiff AJ's both 
surprisingly lost their 
games. The Camelots 
have a one point advan¬ 
tage and also have a 
game in hand. 

In division three the 


Gambits did not fare so 
well. They were up 
against the Caerphilly 
Rooks and on paper were 
evenly matched. The 
Gambits fell to a three 
and a half to one and a 
half defeat with only 
Dave Adamson earning a 
win to give some 
respectability to the 
scoreline. 

This leaves the 
Gambits still in a relega¬ 
tion spot and they will 
need to win at least four 
of their remaining seven 
matches to have any 
hope of retaining their 
third division status. 

Then we sent a team 
of four players to take on 
Newport in the Welsh 
knock out Cup open sec¬ 
tion. The Newport team 
included Peter Varley, the 
ninth highest ranked 
player in Wales, so we 
knew we would be in for 
a tough fight. 

Peter took victory on 
board one for Newport 
and Lee Davis evened 
the score for Barry on 
board two. Rhys Steele 


had an interesting game 
having three passed 
pawns to his opponents’ 
one. 

In this case one was to 
prove more valuable than 
three and Rhys somehow 
managed to lose the 
game. The cup result 
was therefore in the bal¬ 
ance with the final match 
to be in effect the 
decider. 

Craig Woolcock was 
in difficulty in this 
match. Neither player 
noticed that Craig had 
been ‘in check’ for a 
number of moves so the 
position had to be reset. 

Both players were 
struggling against the 
clock with the Newport 
player having much the 
better of the position 
until his flag fell - Craig 
only had nineteen sec¬ 
onds left on his clock as 
well. This meant the 
match had finished level, 
but Barry go through into 
the next round by virtue 
of bottom board elimina¬ 
tion. 

Finally the fourth 
round of the Barry Club 
Championship took place 
yesterday. For a variety 
of different reasons only 
ten players were able to 
take part in this round. 

Three of the games 
were won as anticipated 
by the higher graded 
players but in two 
instances their were good 
draws earned by Rhys 
Steele and Phil Jones 
against Lee Davis and 
Ken Hannah. The tourna¬ 
ment is wide open with 
another three rounds to 
go. 

For more details visit 
our website: barrychess- 
club.yolasite.com. 

Barry Chess Club 
meets each Monday at 
the West End Club with 
matches starting at 
7:30pm; new players of 
all ages and standards are 
welcomed. 

PJ 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


• Bppors 

• TranMB 

• Wr TrarapoflMS 

• Scrr »O y B 

• Jumbo Vans 

• Luton Remoytai 

• Vam 

• Tipper ructos 

• Cram oab dropaidofi 



Full <tatails <ivo4abla on our moMto 

www.wickvanhirexo.uk 



ADVENTURER MARIA 
TACKLES TOOK IN THE 
LAST WILD RACE 


SHE'S off again! Wales's lead¬ 
ing adventurer Maria 
Leijerstam is off to Patagonia 
in South America on February 
4 to put herself through 700km 
of running, cycling and kayak¬ 
ing in some of the harshest and 
remotest conditions in the 
world. 

“We're going to be crossing glaciers, 
paddling 100 miles through the Strait 
of Magellan and beating our way 
through the dense forests of Patagonia” 
said Maria. 

This is a unexpected trip for Maria 
who was contacted only a few days 
ago to see if she would fill the female 
spot for the Berghaus-sponsored team 
in the Patagonian Expedition Race, 
otherwise known as the Last Wild 
Race. 

“I've watched the race for the last 
three years and always thought I'd like 
to take part. I'm fit and definitely ready 

Bridgend 

bridge 

results 

THE latest result for Bridgend 
Bridge Club on Wednesday, 
January 16: 

First equal Linda Pinnock & Dennis 
Mottram and Liam Sheridan & Mike 
Best; third Jane Brook and Wendy 
Williams. There was no play on January 
18 due to the snow. 

In addition to the regular club nights 
on Wednesdays and Fridays at 7pm at 
Nolton Church Hall to which all Bridge 
players are welcome. 

There are lessons for people wishing 
to learn with Graham Jones on Fridays 
at 7pm and a new series of lessons starts 
this Friday, January 25, at 7pm; to reg¬ 
ister an interest please contact one of 
Graham Jones on 01446 775952, Steve 
Burgoyne on01656 661968 or David 
Newman on 01656 649138. 

On Thursdays in January, also at 
Nolton Church Hall, at 2pm, there are 
friendly sessions for inexperienced 
players of bridge where help and guid¬ 
ance is on hand. For further details and 
to register an interest please contact 
either Steve Burgoyne on 01656 661968 
or David Newman on 01656 649138. 

DN 


for another adventure. It couldn't have 
come at a better time but I’m nervous 
because I've never met my team mates 
before. Since the race is so remote we 
have to look after and trust each other.” 

Maria'a record breaking solo cross¬ 
ing by bike of the frozen Lake Baikal 
in Eastern Siberia last March has set 
her up for racing in colder climates and 
she will once again be riding her 
favourite Qoroz titanium bike. 

“The conditions in Patagonia are 
very extreme and changeable so I need 
to prepare myself for a 30 degree tem¬ 
perature range. 

“This makes deciding what to wear 
and take so difficult,” said Maria. 

Since the snow has been falling 
Maria has been out running and 
cycling with heavy loads as she has to 
carry everything with her for the 10 
day race. “I also need to put on half a 
stone in weight so I have plenty of 
reserves.” 

_^ 

Evans’ 

double 

L LANCARFAN’S Evan 
Williams, who is the lead¬ 
ing trainer at Ffos Las 
Racecourse, brought his total of 
wins at the west Wales track to 
42 when landing a double with 
One In A Milan and Tin Pot Man. 

The former, who was the 7-2 out¬ 
sider of three, won by two and three 
quarter lengths from champion jock¬ 
ey A P McCoy’s mount Anaki. 

Winning rider stable jockey Paul 
Moloney said: “He surprised me as 
he actually refused in two point-to- 
points, so we were a bit worried but 
I’ve schooled him at home a few 
times and I really liked him.” 

Tin Pot Man, who was burdened 
with top weight of list 121b, and 
who was also ridden by Moloney, got 
home by half-a-length from 
Michigan ’5 D Tsop and Williams said: 
“He had a hell of a fall last time over 
hurdles and took a long time to get 
up. He’s only small but he’s a gen¬ 
uine little horse and he just ground it 
out. I never thought he would go on 
that ground, but he kept plugging 
away.” 

A P McCoy, who also rode two 
winners, described the ground as 
‘horrific’. 

BRIAN LEE 


LLANTWIT 
MAJOR Archery 
Club enjoyed one of 
its most successful 
ever results at the 
Welsh Open Indoor 
Championships, 
which was held at 
Glyncornel Centre, 
Rhondda on 

January 13. 

With a team of 26 
archers from the local 
club, expectations were 
high for a good medal 
count but the club 
exceeded all expectations 
returning a record 13 
gold medals, 4 silvers 
and 3 bronzes. 

Up-and-coming junior 
internationals, Chris 
Gray and Imogen Kent, 
set the pace with some 
impressive performances 
in the unlimited category, 
both taking gold, the for¬ 
mer setting a new Welsh 
record in the process. 

Buoyed by this suc¬ 
cess, Chris then shot the 
afternoon session in the 
seniors division where he 
took the bronze, making 
him the first Welsh 
archer ever to medal at 
two different age cate¬ 
gories at the same tour¬ 
nament. 

Meanwhile, Jon 
Norman made an impres¬ 
sive comeback in the 
Gents Unlimited divi¬ 
sion, finishing 7th on his 
first international tourna¬ 
ment for almost 20 years. 

The recurve division 
also yielded a host of sil¬ 
verware with Calum 
Young and Sarah Smith 
making a clean sweep of 
the junior group while 
Elis Marriott took gold in 
the cub division. 

The adults also pre¬ 


sented well with veteran 
international Mat 

Symmonds taking gold, 
closely followed by 
Richard Doore. Club 
chairman Nathan Trew 
also performed well, tak¬ 
ing joint 3rd place along 
with Scottish internation¬ 
al, Willie Marr. 

The club also featured 
heavily in the unsighted 
tournament where Mike 
Mattingley, Paul Watson 
and Bob Marriott cleaned 
up in the gents recurve 
group. 

It was a similar story 
in the ladies group where 
Teresa Goodwin and 
Helen Langford 

impressed on their inter¬ 
national debuts, taking 
silver and bronze respec¬ 
tively. 

Another returning vet¬ 
eran, Rod Umney, 
proved he still has what it 
takes, taking the Welsh 
title in the compound 
unsighted group whilst 
Owain Langford and 
leuan Graham also took 
gold in the junior and cub 
divisions. 

Not to be outdone, the 
longbow archers also 
dominated the field with 
sisters Elise and Kathryn 
Mattingley both taking 
gold in the junior and cub 
groups whilst parents 
Sally and Mike took sil¬ 
ver and bronze respec¬ 
tively in the adult divi¬ 
sions to complete one of 
the most successful tour¬ 
naments in the club’s his¬ 
tory. 

The club will next be 
in action on April 21 
when they host the first 
leg of the five-stage 
Welsh Field Masters 
Tour at Fonmon Estate. 

SR 


Cowbridge 
darts round-up 


ON January 15, in a 
week set aside for 
make up games, 
there were two 
league matches. 

At the Hare and 
Hounds, Aberthin, in a 
closely contested match 
Llanharry came out vic¬ 
tors 6-3, thus reducing 
the lead of Edmondes 
‘B” at the top of the table 
to 4 points. 

In the other match, the 
Came Arms lost 3-6 to 
the White Lion. 

League standings, 
after all teams have com¬ 
pleted eight matches: 
Edmondes ‘B’ (53 

points), Llanharry (49), 
Edmondes ‘A (43), Hare 
and Hounds (39), 
Farmers Arms (35), 
Came Arms & White 
Lion (33), Cross Inn 
(30), Old Post Ladies 
(25) and Highwayman 


Inn (20). 

On January 29, the 
league programme con¬ 
tinues when the Old Post 
Ladies host Llanharry, 
Farmers Arms host the 
Hare & Hounds, White 
Lion host the Came 
Arms, Edmondes ‘B’ 
host the Cross Inn and 
the Highwayman Inn 
host the Edmondes ‘A. 

All matches start at 
8.30pm and spectators 
are always welcome. 

For further informa¬ 
tion and any enquires 
please e-mail Paul at 
cowbridgedarts® google 
mail.com; up-to-date 
information on upcoming 
matches, league results 
and league table can be 
found on the website: 
WWW. darts, apsn. co. uk. 

PT 






















